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MARLBORO INTERVIEW - BRIGHTON RUN - RALLYCROSS 


UTOSPORT 


Ki atk 9 = somric Porsche beats Mirages 


How Rod Chapman 
leader of the Ford Stormont Rally-CrossTeam, 
turns a production Escort 
into aworld-beater. 


Rod Chapman in action at Cadwell Rallycross. 

In recent years he has won such major events as 

The Player’s N° 6 National Autocross Championship, 
The B.B.C. Rallycross Championship and many Dutch 
and German Championship rounds, 


J gave us a good start wit 
Mexico body. It's light, 


ce chances with oil, We 
cll Super Mulkig-ade in 


The styrene butadiene 
they use (the “muscle- 
back. rakes are 9” ve discs on the toughest yet invented, 
thefront and 9” drumsat the rear.” Te keeps the oil in grade, however hard 


we hammer it 


Shell Super Multigrade with the exclusive‘Muscle-Molecule’ 
the oil that always stays 20/50 between oil changes. 


‘You asked me about the oil I use. I've actually taken one 
of my cars to $8 meetings in 5 different countries without 
once stripping the engine dawn, That speaks for itself. 


(It’s the only oil Rod Chapman trusts) 
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Pit and Paddock 

Kyalami; Jost/Muller win race of attrition 
Interview : The top men at Marlboro 

Purely Personal 

IROC : Donohue’s Carrera wins 

Riverside : Six and out for Donohue 
Snetterton ; Lawrence at second attempt 
Brands Hatch : Bad weather stops racing 
London-Brighton : Fewer retirements 

: Chapman ties with Taylor, Dafs star 


Correspondence 

Autosport Rally Guide 

47 Australian GP : McRae’s double 
48 Sports Extra 


‘Announced today and on show at the Scottish Motor Show tomorrow 
in Ford Advanced Vehicles new Capri RS3100. It will be sold onty by 
Rallye Sport Deulers and features a special gas flowed 3.1 V6 engine 
‘and dual circuit braking ayatem with ventilated front wheel disc brakes. 
Four halogen headlamps, und wide alloy sports road wheels 

the car from the outside with an uir dam mounted beneat 
quarter bumpers und prominent rear end spoiler on the boot. Specially 
developed competition suspension mades it go round corners quickly. 
Total cost of the RS3100 is €2412.64. 
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| Officially announced last Monday was the second Avon 
Motor Tour of Britain, to be held between July 11th and 
14th, 1974. After the success of this year's event, the 
BRSCC organising committee have planned a much 
longer and tougher event for 1974. 


The first Tour—an ingenious event devised by 
BRSCC's enterprising executive director Peter Brown- 
ing—was organised on a fairly small scale as it was an 
unknown quantity, but it went extremely smoothly, 
thanks to the efficiency and experience in these matters 
by Browning and his organising committee. There were 
complaints of course, the most notable of which was the 
lack of special stages for the rally drivers, to be 
matched on an even basis with the racing drivers. 


However that is certainly being remedied for next 
year's event with not only around a dozen special 
Stages compared with half a dozen races, but such 
unknown locations to both rally and race drivers as 
sprints and hillclimbs. Also next year's event will 
undoubtedly please those who complained last year that 
its 1000 mile English route did not match up to its Tour 
of Britain title; stages in Wales and Scotland are 
included as well as all over England. 


When Peter Browning says that the Avon Tour will 
be for standard cars on standard tyres, he means it and 
will not stand for unobtainable “road” tyres being 
used on “special “ production saloons. Hence there 
was no hesitation about adopting the Appendix J 
Group 1 regulations leaving the RAC to ponder about 
what they are going to do with their Group 1 racing. 


An added tyre problem for the teams to tackle is 
the unique rule that the same make, type and size of 
tyre must be used throughout the event. Therefore, it 
will be necessary for teams to calculate which tyre will 
be best suited to such variable conditions as race 
circuits, sprints and hillclimbs, and special stages 
Surfaced and loose. The tyres permitted will be those 
printed in the 1974 RAC Tyre regulations, but in case 
that includes some of the “racing” tyres seen in use 
this year then the BRSCC have declared an added safe- 
guard that they still reserve the right to exclude any 
tyre not considered by them to be in the true spirit of 
the regulations. 

Where others have failed, the BRSCC are determined 
to make this an international event for standard cars. 
We wish them the best of luck and sure they will suc- 
ceed. Meanwhile the Avon Motor Tour of Britain is sure 
to grow in popularity and prestige until within the next 
six or seven years, it will take its place as one of this 
country’s premier events attracting world-wide interest. 
Peter Browning hopes he will reach this stage by 1980 
as he explains that it will take some years before the 
event is run to perfection. They certainly had a merit- 
worthy start with one of England's top Grand Prix 
drivers James Hunt winning the first Tour. 


This year's Springbok series started last Saturday with the Kyalami 
9 hours. The picture shows the winning Porsche 908 of J0st/Muller 
which wes the model of reliability and enabled it to beat the more 
‘modern machinery. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


Depailler signs 
for Ken Tyrrell 


Patrick Depailler will drive the 
second Elf Tyrrell next year, This 
fot unexpected news came from 
France last week when the Tyrrell 
team was testing at Paul Ricard 
Depailler is of course still unable 
to drive following the motoreyele 
accident in” September which 
broke his leg and prevented him 


Patrick Depailler—big, break 


») 
) 


Ai 


from taking part in any Fl races 

Tt was while Ken Tyrrell was 
supervising Jody Scheckter's first 
trials ina Tyrrell that Depailler 
was asked if he wanted to drive 
Tor the team next season, His Fl 
experience 30 far is limited 
two races with Tyrrell last. sea 
son, at his home circuit Clermont 
Ferrand and Watkins Glen. On 
both oceasions he drove sensi 
bly and steadily 

For the past two seasons he 
has driven in F2 with Elf backing 
for Jobn Coombs and although 
he has not won any races outright 
he has been a. consistent front 
runner, It is widely thought that 
the French’ petrol concern will 
bback him inthe works March 
BMW team next year for F2 

For Ken Tyrrell next year will 
be one of rebuilding his super 
team. Neither Scheckter nor 
Depailler has much experience of 
the Fl. circults—Depailier is in 
fact the more experienced of the 
two drivers inthis area having 
competed in various formulae at 
most of the European circuits 


John Player to sponsor 
International Atlantic 


Officially confirmed just as we 
went to press on Tuesday was 
that John’ Player will sponsor the 
‘major Formula Atlantic Cham 
plonship next season. They are 
faking over from Yellow Pages, 
who have supported the formula 
since its inception. At the same 
time YP announced their retire 
‘ment from racing as sponsors. 

The John Player Atlantic Inter 
national, as the series will be 
called, will have up to 15 races 
Eleven have been arranged. in 
Britain and Ireland and negotia: 
tions are in hand with organisers 
in Sweden, Austria and Germany 
for the remainder. 

The minimum distance for eack 
race will be 50 miles and the 
prize fund will be £1,000 for each 


Between £100 and £200 
expenses will be paid 
for each overseas event. An end 
of season prize fund of £3,000 will 
he split up ot £2.50 per point. 
Points will be awarded on a 20- 
15-12, ete, basis for the first 10 
The scheduled rounds so far 
are: March 10, Mallory Pork 
March 17, Brands Hatch ; April 
14, Snetterton ; May 5, Oulton 
Park ; May 12," Silverstone ; May 
7, Mallory Park ; July 20, Brands 
Hatch ; August 25, Mallory Park ; 
7/8, Phoenix Park: 
28," Brands Hatch 
Oulton Park. 
John Player will also back on 
in occasional basis two or three 
International F3 races next year. 


1974 Tour 


of Britain 


details announced 


Next year’s Avon Motor Tour of 
Britain will be run to full 
Appendix J Group 1 regulations 
‘with capacity classes and the 
major British circuit promoters 
and organisers informed the RAC 
Motor Sport Division this week 
that unless they accepted the FIA 
Appendix J regulations (with a 
couple of safety alterations) for 
next year's Castrol saloon car 
championship, then they would 
stop their proposed races in 1974 
That's the sensible action the pr: 

moters feel they have to take "0 
fet the regulations announced, 


< e 


elie er 
Av 


Peter Browning — organiser. 


Announcing the 1974 Avon 
Motor Tour of Britain, BRSCC's 
Executive Director Peter Brown 
ing spoke out against the racing 
contingent who felt they had to 
have the Appendix J. regulations 
changed for the British champion 
Ship—" it's good enough for 
everyone else but them "—and 
said that there was no -way his 
event would be the victim of 
the whims of certain parties. 

addition, keeping to the 

regulations will attract foreign 
participation. 

Another surprise announcement 
regarding the Tour was concern 
ing tyres, Like last year, cars 
will use “road” tyres as listed 
im the 1974 RAC Blue Book 
(which it is anticipated, will 


exclude the specials produced by 
Michelin and’ Kleber’ this year), 
but for the 1974 Tour a car 
must be fitted with the same 
make, type and size of tyre 
throughout the event and not 
Switch from one brand to another 
because of the different. terrain 
Furthermore the organisers have 
the right to exclude any tyre not 
considered by them to be in the 
true spirit of the regulations 

‘Next year’s Avon Motor Tour 
will incorporate a much longer 
route and will include six races, 
couple of hillelimbs, six sprint 
courses. and around a dozen 
special stages. Some of the 
tages will’ be on loose, un- 
surfaced ground. 

After scrutineering on Wednes- 
day July 10th, the event starts 
from the Midlands on the Thurs: 
day and heads via Yorkshire to 
the north east into Scotland 
where there will be some exciting 
stages before an overnight halt, 
From the Friday retart, the 
competitors head via south’ west 
Scotland to the Lake District 
before crossing the Pennines 
into. South” Yorkshire with late 
Friday night spent night racing 
at Snetterton, There's no over 
night halt on the Friday, so after 
Snetterton the competitors head 
south towards the London area 
before crossing to the | West 
Country and up to the Midlands 
for another overnight halt, Sun- 
day July 14th starts by heading 
towards the north west and then 
the surviving ‘competitors. tackle 
the Welsh loop before finishing 
m Sunday evening at the Mid: 
lands starting point 

The entry list will be limited 
to 120 cars with an entry fee of 
£50 for an individual entry ; £50 
for a. manufacturer's team oF 
trade team entry and €10 for a 
club team. As an added incentive 
for foreign competitors, any over: 
seas eniry which starts the first 
special stage will receive a pay. 
ment of £50, There thas already 
been quite a great deal of inter- 
fest from foreign competitors, 
Regulations will be available on 
March 15th, 1974 


Roger Penske to build F1 


Roger Penske has announced that 
the purchase of the McRae Cars 
racing shop in England is so that 
his organisation can build an FL 

‘The statement reads: “. . . it 
will serve as an extension of our 
new headquarters in Reading, 
Pennsylvania. At the present time 
we plan to conduct a thorough 
research and development  pro- 
gramme there (England) for the 
Purpose of constructing a proto- 
type FL car during 1974; a 
manager of our new European 
operations will be announced at 


a future date.” 

Penske. also confirmed that 
Mark Donhohue will become 
president and general manager of 
Penske Racing. “I'm also pleased 
to announce that Peter Revson 
has signed with our team to run 
in the 1974 Indianapolis 500 
along with Gary Bettenhausen, 
‘our regular USAC driver wno 
will compete in the entire USAC 
Championship trail for the third 
consecutive year. Bobby Allison 
has decided not to compete at 
Indianapolis next year due to a 
schedule conflict with the World 


600 NASCAR race at Charlotte 

“We are prepared to defend 
our CanAm title in 1974: ho 
ever we will wait untii final 
rules and regulations for the 
1974. series are announced by 
the SCCA before we finalise out 
plans. We are presently conduct 
ing a comprehensive testing pro- 
gramme on our new 1974 AMC 
Matador stock car to determine 
the feasibility of running a 
plete NASCAR schedule, with the 
driver for the programme to be 
announced after our test. pro- 
gramme is completed 


© Definitely going F500. next 
year is the Dempster Develop- 
ments team with Mike Wilds. No 
choice of chassis has yet been 
made, but both March and Lola 
have been mentioned, 

@ US driver Sam Posey has lost 
hhis USAC sponsor Norris Indus- 
tries, but has announced plans to 
run in F500 with a new Eagle 
Sponsored by a wealthy. friend, 
Posey also says he'll be convert- 
ing the Eagle to Fl specifications 
for the Canadian and US GPs. 
© Andy Granatelli has announ- 
ced his approval of the latest 
USAC rule changes, and says that 
hhe: personally will be fielding a 
car at Indianapolis and other 
USAC events next year. 
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Pit and Paddock 


New F1 combinations 


tyre test at Ricard 


Goodyear’s top three FI teams expects to sign for at least two 
were at the Paul Ricard circuit years. “Nothing is fixed yet. I 
last week to try some new tyres ope that we will not have more 
in readiness for the forthcoming than two drivers cn the team 
season, JPS had Ronnie Peter) we will have one spare car and 
son on one of last year’s cars, another ready at the fact 
While McLaren and Tyrrell weee Asked what colour the ca 
taking the opportunity to give would be painted, Fittipaldi said 
their" new drivers a run-in that they’ would be red and 
developed versions of thelr exist- white, "the colours of Texac 
ing designs and. Marlbor 

Tt was the first time out for ‘Also getting used to a new 
Werld Champion Emerson Fitte FL was Jody Scheckter, whose 
paldi In any single seater cther Tyrrell was the only car. at 
than a Lotus since his FF days, Ricard to sport a 1974-type wing. 
fand much of the time was spent mounted further forward on the 
making him comfortable in the chassis in accardance with. the 
plain White M23 tested earlier By atest rules. Jody quickly 


Seen for the firat time, at Ricard : Jody Scheckter testing the Tyrrell 
(above) and Emerson Fittipaldi in the plain white McLaren. 


=. 


Denny Hulme. Emerson's best down to the low 1m 13 5 bracket 
time on short Ricard “elub" cir- at Ricard, but said that his biggest 
cult was just under 1m 13 s, but handicap ‘next year would be his 
he declared himself very happy lack of experience at so many GP 
with the car, circuits, Jean-Pierre Beltoise also 


Said Fittipaldi of this contacts drove the Tyrrell, disguised as 


with McLaren: “What I wanted Jackie Stewart for an Elf film, 
was to belong to the most and Beltolse also drove a 3-litre 
competitive team, I had a good Matra sports car which had a new 
look round this season, and the  Hewland gearbox installed. Also 
best compromise between a good being tested was the spaceframe 
car anda good team is McLaren. EI 2, which was being tried by 
V believe that McLaren can offer both "Scheckter and Jean-Pierre 
me something which no other Jabouille 
team can.” Quickest of the Formula 1 cars 
‘After visiting the McLaren with times around the 1 m 12 5 
factory, Fittipaldi is ready to mark, was Peterson driving the 
sign a contract, and he says he last JPS 72 
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Progress on 
all fronts at 
Donington Park 


10d progress is being made at 


The laycut of the revised 2.5 
mile cireuit has been inspected 
b RAC; top scil prepara 
tion is virtually complete; kerbs 
are. laid spectator oorsics 


roads have been surfaced. An 


has mpleted und fina 


wancement abou! 


the  re-commencement 
hhas been made but we h 
most of next. year’s pr 
race calendars “and 

though the first meeting will be 
in August or September. Tom 
some very special plans for the 
‘opening meeting which will tie in 
with the cars in his wonderful 


Local support for the resump 

wo and four. wheel 

facing at Donington is very 

rong and as from November 1 

the Donington Parke Racing. Ass 
mote the return of racing. 


The Association is an_ inde 
indent body established by th 
focal residents, and. membership 


pen to anybody Interested in 
nington’s revival. Annual’ sub- 
iption” is. $0p' for which 


imbers will receive an. attrac 
tive enamelled DPRA lapel badge, 
Donington Cettection of single 
ater racing cars and a yet 
be finalised newsletter. Membe 
ship enquiries should be made to 
the subscriptions secretary, Mr 
Martin. Hexter, § Park. Lane 
Castle Denington, Nr Derbs 
Raymond Mays has accepted 
the post of Honorary. President 
of the Association which will be 
ganising social activities, the 


profits from. which will be 
donated to national and local 


The Donington Collection is 
expending every week and. has 
recently acquired four more 
exhibits. The most important of 

is the very first single 
which was acquired. by 
Wheatcroft—the  ex-Peter 
Whitehead 1951 Fe A 
Chevrole: engine was in it when 
Wheatcroft bought It in 1964 
and it has taken him nine years 
to track down the ceiginal 
engine (found in a power boat in 
New Zealand) and. it has been 
built and. refitted. ‘The car 
painted in Whitehead's 
Racing Green, is now 
original condition 
‘Other new exhibits are “ Pop 
LewisEvans' 500 ce Cooper 
Norton and two Historie Sun. 
beams; a 1914 TT model joaned 
by Neil Corner and a tre 
straight eight GP model loaned 
by Guy Shoesmith. 


Support grows 
for Super 
Saloon Series 


More details about BMW's ex: 
citing challenger for the new 
Super Saloon Series (exclusively 
announced in last week's Pit and 
Paddock), became apparent earlier 
this week. Backed by BMW Con: 
cessionaires GB—one of the many 
concerns which have already be 

me seriously Interested with 
supporting this exciting new 
series—the car is rumoured to be 
a 3.5-litre turbocharged CSL, bullt 
and developed by March Engineer: 
ing, and Mathwall Engineering 

Various sponsors have also 
voiced their interest in the series, 
which has six rounds in England 
at major meetings and one each 
In Seotland and Ireland, and It Is 
hoped each round will have a 
Separate sponsor, Plans for some 
are reaching thelr final stages, but 
ther interested. backers should 
contact BRSCC’s Executive 
Director Peter Browning—the 
BRSCC are organising the series, 
which also. has support from 
McD, 

The number of exciting big 

ine for the series continually 
rows and driver of the Ford Boss 
Capri, Mick Hill, stated this week 
that “it's going to result in some 
incredibly" competitive races— 
there's no way’ one car Is going {0 
run away with the series, Ie 
make thi type of racing much 
more professional, 

‘The feties starts at Snetterton 
fon April 14th with an interna 
tional meeting and with regards 
to the rest of the dates printed in 
last week's Pit and Paddock, the 
Ingliston round has been switched 
to July 21st, To briefly recap, the 
other rounds are at major meet 
ings at Brands Hatch, Oulton 
Park, Silverstone, Mallory Park 
and" Mondello Park, Keeping. 
the number of rounds down to 
tight, has proved a popular move 
fas it will, not Interrupt with a 
competitor's chances in one of 
the three sponsored club saloon 
championships. For the spectators 
ie gives the chance of seeing 
around 20 or more of the best 
hybrid saloons in action topether. 
All plans and regulations for the 
Super Saloon Series will be 
issued well in advance of the 
start of the season, 


Brazil GP 
cancelled ? 


There have been strong rumours 
over the last week that the 
Brazilian Grand Prix will be can 
celled, Internal conflict between 
organisers and sponsors is sald to 
be the reason, If the GP is ean- 
celled it almost certainly means 
that the Argentinian GP will also 
have to be called off 


DEMPSTER 
INTERNATIONAL 
RACING TEAM 


wishes to thank for their involvement and 
help throughout the season in providing 
superb equipment and service 


MARCH ENGINEERING 
Robin Herd Max Mosley 


HOLBAY ENGINES 
John Read Roger Dannell 


FIRESTONE TYRES 
Bob Martin and the lads 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE DUCKHAMS 
Mike Andrews RonCarnell Joe Gardner 


AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
lan Bentley 


MOTORCRAFT 
Brian Melia 


MOTOR RACE CONSULTANTS 
Barry Bland 


and of course, our Driver, Mike Wilds and 
Mechanic, Colin Bennett 


DEMPSTER 
INTERNATIONAL 
RACING TEAM 


7 Central Parade - Station Road . Sidcup-Kent 
‘Telephone 302 4011 


‘ if | * 


for all 
good motorists 


OCTOBER/NOVEMBER issue available 
now, order from your local newsagent 


only 


(TUNsSTON|| 
DIALIN Engine tune clinic for 
01346- private patients only. Roll- 
6616 ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels. 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


NORVIC RACING ENGINES LTD. 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, WYMONDHAM, NORFOLK 


wish to congratulate 


RICHARD ROBARTS 


on a highly successful F3 season in his Myson March 
733 using Norvic developed, built and maintained 
Novamotor engines 


For next years F3 and F/Atlantic engines contact us 
at 
WYMONDHAM 3741 
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Merzario tests BRM 


‘Arturo Merzario arrived in Eng- 
land on Monday of this week and 
fon Tuesday was testing a BRM at 
Silverstone. The flery Italian hai 
‘till to sign an FI contract fol- 
lowing his split with Ferrari 
‘There are really two teams, BRM 

ms, which have 
sot a finalised driver line-up, 
It is expected that if the Silver- 
stone tests sfactory then 
Merzario will sign for BRM to 
partner Jean-Pierre Beltoise who 
Te-seems will now stay with the 
Bourne concern. 

If things do not work out, how- 
ever, Merzario. is expected to 
Visit’ Frank Williams during hi 
stay. It is thought that Williams 
has also contacts wth Vittorio 
Brambilla about driving one of the 
Isos. Just recently Itallan develop- 
ment engineer’ Gian Paolo 
Dall’Ara, ‘who has been respon- 
sible for’ the development of the 
Lancia Stratos rally car, joined 
Tao. as technical director and is 


Merzario— to BRM ? 


keen on giving Williams much 
support for the Fl project. He 
hhas in fact been connected with 
the team on previous occasions 

he was the technical consul: 
tant on the de Tomaso Fl and 
F2_ projects 


Depailler in works F2 March ? 


‘The works March F2 team next 
season looks like being ver) 
strong once more. 
most certain that Pa 
Ter will drive one of the BMW 
engined 7425 with Hans Stuck 
being a permanent member of the 
team as well. When questioned 
about it last week Max Mosely 
id “you can speculate con- 
fidently in that direction.” It 
appears that Elf are keen for 
pailler to win some F2 races 

fand. they have decided that the 
Ford powered Alpine-built space 
frame Elf will not give him the 
wins, even though the John 
Coombs run cars have been ex- 
tremely quick this season. 

Hans Stuck only made infre- 


quent appearances in F2 this 
year but at all times was ver 
fast and with the experience be 
hind him should be a good pro 
ect next year. He is current 
testing next yeur’s undated car at 
Goodwood, 

‘This year's F2 Champion Jean 
Pierce Jarier will probably make 
few appearances in F2 next 
jeason_when, providing the cur 
rent F2 regulations stand, his 
graded status will demand good 
money. He is expect 
in the works 

sm _which will consist of two 
new 745s. Incidentally at the be- 
Binning of this week Jarier was 
testing a Matra sports car with 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise 


Rondel F1 
progress 


Ron Dennis reported last week 
that the Rondel FI car is pro- 
‘ressing well and should.” be 
completed in December. Two 
DFVs have been ordered so far, 
the first of which will be delivered 
Jn January. He said that the team 
had no plans to go to Argentina 
or Brazil, If they are hel 

being members of the FI 
tion it would prove too expensive 
and they would rather spend the 
time testing in Europe. 

Will Tim Schenken drive the 
car? “Yes,” said Dennis after a 
long deliberation, “I think 1 can 
confidently say’ that Schenken 
will drive it although he ha 
number of other very good 
offers. 

Most of the Motul F2 cars have 
been sold to Fred Opert for FB 
use in America and at the moment 
there are no concrete plans to 
run in F2 next season. “We may 
run one car but our main effort 
Is obviously the F1," said Dennis, 
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New Surtees 
testing 


‘The prototype 1974 Fi Surtees 
arrived in South Africa at the 
beginning of this week to start 
tyre and development testing. 
Apparently it shows new thought 
{in aerodynamics which were first 
tried out on an F2 chassis al 
though the car did not race, 
the bodywork was too wide 

Jochen Mass and Carlos Pace 
fare expected to do the driving 
although Mike Hailwood is. in 
South Africa. Hallwood told our 
reporter at the Kyalami 9 Hours 
that he had not spoken to John 
Surtees since the American GP 
‘and did not really know what 
‘was going on. His name is being 
consistently linked with the 
Yardley MeLaren and second 
Embassy Lola cars. 

‘Also at Kyalami for tyre test- 
ing is the Hesketh March and the 
Gulf Mirages. Work is apparently 
progressing well on the Hesketh 
itself and Hunt went for a fitting 
{in the chassis before he left for 
South Africa. 


Wilson F. 
to retire ? 


Wilson Fittipaldi to retire from 
racing? “He's currently in Por- 
tugal making up his mind what 
he wants to do” said Bernie 
Ecclestone last Sunday, Wilson, 
the elder of the Fittipaldis, is 
apparently only interested in do- 
ing F1 if he continues, but close 
Brazilian contacts say’ that they 
expect him to quit and return to 
Brazil to start organising the pro- 
Jected Brazilian Fl team, Inci- 
dentally Jack Brabham is repor- 
ted to have made another trip to 
South America. recently 

Ecclestone says that he will run 
two works cars next year “painted 
white as we have no sponsor on 
the horizon.” A car has been 
seid to Hexagon of Highgate for 
John Watson to drive ina team 
run by New Zealander Alan 
Mecall. 

Two of this years BT42s have 
also been sold to Italy ta 
wealthy enthusiast who plans 10 
fun them next season. The 
drivers as unknown but could in- 
clude Vittorio Brambilla and. per. 
haps if he has no joy with BRM 
or Frank Williams, Arturo Mer- 


Mass wins 
at Fuji 


The works Ford Cologne Capri 
won the Fuji 500 last Sunday. 
Two cars were entered for 
Jochen Mass/Dieter Glemser and 
new recruit ETCC Toine Heze- 
mans and Australian champion 
Alan. Moffat 


The effort was looked after by 
Mike Kranefuss and Jackie 
Stewart who managed to get the 
planned Le Mans start altered 
In the end the drivers sat strap 
ped in the cars and the co-d:ivers 
had to run across the road and 
touch the roofs of the cars 


Mass was first away chased by 
Hezemans but the latter was 
penalised for starting too early. 
Hezemans hit trouble with his 
fuel system shortly after his first 
pit stop and the car was retired 
He joined Mass and Glemser in 
the other car. Then trouble with 
a front. wheel bearing struck 
which allowed the works Mazda 
Of Moribe/Kono to lead. This how- 
fever hit engine trouble and the 

1 went-on to win by over 
jap. The Mazda was second and 
4 ‘works Toyota Celica third 
driven by Sujita and Sato. 


Wentz’ March 


The BARC annual dinner and 
dance was held successfully once 
again last Friday at London's 
Grosvenor House Hotel. Colin 
Chapman received his Gold 
medal while all the other BARC 
championship winners received 
their trophies. The biggest sur- 
prise of the night was when 
Wella presented their FF Trophy 
to American Ted Wentz. He was 
expecting an oll paint 
said compere Tony 
“It's a very special one in 3D” 
and a brand new Formula 
Atlantic March 748 was unveiled 
are backing Wentz in this 
1974 


March 10th. A’ Wella spokesman 
commented that “we intend 
staying with Wentz as much of 
the way up the ladder of fame 
as he wants to take us.” 


Late Brands 
F3 protest 


‘The Myson Racing team which 
runs Richard Robarts in F3 sent 
fn letters of protest on Monday 
to the RAC and the Maidstone 
and Mid-Kent MC following an 
incident in the F3 race at Brands 
Inst Sunday. When Val Musettt 

fashed his Royale at Druids 
Tony Brise is alleged to hi 
overtaken under the yellow flag 
fand the team have got a video 
tape recording which shows the 
incident 

The finishing position in the 
race, Robaris won and Brise was 
fourth, meant that the (wo 
drivers scored equal points in 
the Lombard championship; Brise 
however had more overall wins 
and was given the title. However, 
if the Myson protest is success: 
ful the situation could change 


BARC move: 
Wickham hack 


John Wickham, the former F2 
team manager of Surtees, is to 
rejoin the BARC as assistant 
manager. Wickham was pre- 
viously employed at the BARC 
‘as competitions secretary before 
leaving for his post at Surtees 
earlier this year. The BARC will 
be moving its office in the new 
year from its London West End 
premises in Argyll Street to 
Thruxton, BARC's own circuit. 
The move will cut the club's 


expenses by some 63000 per 
year while Thruxton itself isto 
undergo a major facelift with 
some £30,000 having to be spent 
to bring the circuit up to inter- 
ational specifications, The 
integration of BARC and Thrux- 
ton offices is hoped to lead to 
eater efficiency. for both and 
naturally the BARC HQ will 
organise all seven of the Hamp- 
shire's meetings with three of 
those being internationals to 
include rounds in the European 
F2 Championship, European 2- 
litre “sports car” championship, 
European GT Championship and 
two rounds in the Rothmans 
European FS000 Championship, 
Thruxton's first meeting of the 
year will take place on March 
Bath, 


Pit and Paddock 


announced this week, 


March have just announced their 
new production F2, FA/B and 
2-litre: sports cars. The 742 and 
4B do not look a great deal 
different to this year's highly 
successful models however both 
Incorporate” 117 modifications 
Specification now includes, Koni 
adjustable dampers, Aeroquip 
brake and clutch lines, Willans 
seat belts and a Varle 

battery, The concentration on the 
new cars has been for less drag 
fand more downforce which 
resulted in a slightly re-profiled 
hose, a modified cockpit surround, 
‘faired roll-hoop and a low drag 
‘engine cover. The suspension 


New Marches announced 


The new March 74S sports car and 74B Atlantic cars which ore 


remains basically the _ same 
although it has been modified in 
parts. On the F2 and sports car 
197Scype crushable protective 
structures are optional, 

‘A. major development pro: 
gramme has been carried out on 
the 2-litre sports which made its 
first appearance in the 1972 
Springbok series. A new body 
shape gives the car less drag but 
freater’ available downforce. and 
the specification now includes as 
standard the same components as 
the new single seaters. Like the 
F2 car the BMW M12 engine is 
standard bot arrangements can 
be made to fit a Ford engine. 


Protest payments position 


The RAC have recently clarified 
the position in who pays for what 
In the case of eligibility protests. 

‘The ruling reads: “The 
Stewards of the meeting should 
‘advise both parties that if the 
protest is upheld the costs of the 
Serutineer, plus the costs of such 
stripping and. rebuilding as is 
hecessary, will be the responsi- 
bility of ‘the entrant competitor 
protested against. If the car/ 
component is found to have been 
cligible, the costs of the serutineer 
plus reasonable costs of stripping 
and rebuilding will be the respon- 
sibility of the person lodging the 


18 major rebuild being carried out. 
Any further action. such as a 
disqualification from the race, 
fine/suspension, etc, willbe 
announced by the Stewards when 
they have considered the scru- 
tineer’s report. The entrant 
competitor ‘must be given the 
‘opportunity of commenting upon 
the report. 


Ita car is sealed for sub. 
sequent examination as a result 
ofan organisers request, the 
entrant is liable to pay the costs 
of any work involved, whether 
the ear is legal or not. He is also 
able for the scrutineers expenses 
WO the car is illegal 


BRIEFLY. . 


@ Seven snappy races are the 
ingredients at this Sunday's 
Brands Hatch meeting, co- 
organised by the TEAC and Mid 
Surrey AC. There's a good mix- 
ture of well-supported races 
Including an over 1-litre special 
saloon race in which Gerry 
Marshall's Fi faces Nick 
‘Whiting’s very 

with the Minis of Terry Harmer 
and Brian Cox expected to be 
well up. too. There are three 
‘other saloon races for Mini 7, 
850s and. llitres and leading 
entries include John Homewood 
Mo Mendham, Mick Moss, Geoff 
Gilkes and Robin Brookes. 

‘The Clubmen’s Super Sports 
race should be very exciting with 
sucn notables as Frank Sytner, 
Noel Stanbury, Barry Foley, Sid 
Marler, Terry Cockerell and Mike 
Sales among the entries, while 
the Formula Ford event includes 
Robert Arnott and Syd Fox. The 
meeting Is completed by a mod 
Sports event which includes John 
Miles and Tony Dunderdale in 
Turners, Nick Ramus’ Elan, 
Harvey Ross’ Porsche and Barry 
‘Wood's, Ginetta, 

The first event starts at 1 pm. 


© In our report of the Snetterton 
BP final Atlantic round, we ine 
advertently stated that John 
Nicholson builds his own Lyn 


cars, Martin Slater of course 
builds Lyncars and John 
Nicholson is of course a 


customer, although he will be 
charge of sales of FI cars, 


© Two films are now available 
fn the first Avon Motor Tour of 
Britain. Pennymaker Pictures 
well-presented Avon film con- 
taine some excellent shot of the 
whole event and this can be 
Obtained from. Film. Library, 
Guild Sound and Vision Ltd, 
Kingston Road, London SW1S 
3NR. The other film is Wool 
worth's and follows the trials 
and tribulations of Andy Dawson. 
‘Andy Marriott with their Capi 

This one is produced by Formula 
One Films” Lid and entitled 
Success in Store, and can also be 
obtained from Guild Sound and 
Vision Led. 


© The Baty Group F3 March 
which lan Taylor used to win the 
Forward Trust Championship 
hhas been bought by Low Cost 
Racing F4 Champion Fergus Tait. 


© Contrary to our Brands Hatch 
report of the John Player F3 
final concerning the —Holbay 
‘engine used by Tony Brise, John 
Reid has asked us to point out 
that Mike Wilds’ engine was 
delivered to Brands and it w 

arranged that it be fitted to his 
ear for the race, The practice 
Shunt made this impossible and at 
this point a request was made 
by Roger Dunnell (Holbay's repre- 
sentative) that_it be loaned. to 
Tony Brise. ‘This request was 
‘granted immediately in’ what 
Holbay consider to be the very 
best tradition of sportsmanship. 


sers of the JCB Historic 
whip, Speed Merchant 

are urgently ‘requesting owners 
‘of up 0 1500 ce or Up to 2,5 
litre" rear-engined  single-seaters 
manufactured. before 1960 (pre 
ferably Fl or F2) to contact them 
‘at PO Box 7, Liverpool L69 TEA 
(Tel: 051-825 4276). The cars 
‘must be race-worthy and owners 
must be prepared to enter/drive 
them in short distance circuit 
races, If there are enough com= 
petitors interested to partake, 
then Speed Merchants hope 10 
stage an event or two for them 


© ‘The 750 MC annual film 
show will be at the Common: 
‘wealth Institute Cinema in Ken- 
Fington High Street, London, W8, 
‘on November 17, Starting at 7 
pm the three hour show will 
Feature the 1972 Austrian GP 
and RAC Rally. Tickets are 40p 
from the 750 MC, 16 Woodstock 
Road, Witney, Oxon, OX8 6DT, 


© Matt Spitzley the British-based 
American F3. driver will almost 
certainly be in Formula Atlantic 
hnext season with a March spon- 
sored by Rapid Movements, the 
Specialists in transportation of 
racing cars and equipment. 


© The famous Tecno TF69 which 
gave Ronnie Peterson, Francois 
Cevert and Jean-Pierre Jarier’ 40 
much success Inthe. I 

days will be reappear 
season in F4 in the hands of 
former saloon driver Brian Sims. 


protest, It is advisable to. put 
| maximum on these costs to stop 
CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 
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offer their successful March 
Formula 3 driven by Mike Wilds 
for Sale 


Price £27,500 complete with one of its excellent Holbay engines. 


Many extra spares available including slicks, wheels, gear 
ratios and 2 Holbay engines. 
Obviously this car has been maintained to the highest 
possible standard. 


Contact: Colin Phillips, at 
Dempster International 
Racing Team 
7 Station Parade, Sidcup, Kent 
Telephone: 01-302 4011 
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‘The J6st/Muller Porsche 908 dices for the lead with John Watson's Chevron with Hart power 


KYALAMI 9 HOURS 


Jdst/Muller (Porsche) 
win race of attrition 


By JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Reinhold Just and Herbert Muller surprised the 70,000 strong Kyalami crowd on Saturday 
when they took their faithful old Porsche 908/3 to a well-earned victory 11 laps ahead of the 
Gulf Mirage of Derek Bell and James Hunt. The Germans’ vietory came at the end of an almost 
trouble free race which saw all of the more strongly favoured cars run into troubles. It was 
hardest Nine Hours in its 16 year history, only 11 cars being classified as finishers 
ut of the 26 starters. Third place overall went to the private Chevron B23 of John Hine/lan 
Grob, these two putting up & fine effort despite running virtually all of the race without « 
eluteh, 

The two works run Datsun 240Zs of Japane 
and the South African pair Amold Chatz and Geoff Mortimer put up a fantastic display of 
reliability and teamwork to take fourth and sixth places overall, fifth place being filled by the 

jorks Chevrom Hart BDA B26 of John Watson/Ian Scheckter. The Chevron B26 made a 
tie debut, for at one stage it led the race for almost two hours a 
only serious challenger to the Porsche after the Gulf Mirages ran into problems, A broken fuel 
ump bracket caused the belt to fall off, the same belt that drives the water pump. It was the 
Fesultant overheating at just after half distance that cost the Chevron the lead and eventually 
‘saw Ite retirement, just 35 m before the end of the race. 

Hoth the favourite Gulf Mirages were in trouble early on, the second placed car of Hunt/ 
Bell losing 32 m When the front suspension broke while the Hallwood/de Flerlant car 
went out for good soon after de Flerlant took over when he stopped with no oll pressure. 


heading the entry list and firm favourites for 
ENTRY & PRACTICE 


victory. 
For some reason, probably because of the 

time of the year, the Kyalami 9 Hours always 

attracts a very interesting entry. It’s the time 
of the year when manufacturers are putting 
the finishing touches to nex; Year's cars and 
‘engines, and this race provides the only 
opportunity of racetesting thelr cars before 
the new season begins in February. With 
some cars not even built while entries are 
being arranged by Alex Blignaut, it is hardly 
surprising that it’s not until the last minute 
that anyone really knows who is coming to 
this race, This year, the 16th Nine Hour 
event, was no exception. First we were told 
that the flat 12 Alfas, the Gulf Mirages and a 
brand new Ferrari prototype would be racing, 
but then Ferrari and Alfa both decided that 
they were not ready for a nine-hour cace so 
soon, and so the Gulf Mirage team were left 


‘The Gulf team brought along two cars for 
this race, the same ewo they had used at the 
Imola 500 kms event at tmola In September 
trusty old chassis 01 and 02. Although the 
cars looked much the same as they had all 
year the team were trying several new things, 
‘The experimental lightweight bodywork tried 
at Imola for the first time was now fitted to 

i tweaks 


mum than the exira 200 Ib they had been 
Funning with for most of the year. They 
‘were also trying the bigger Fi 26in and 27in 
diameter rear tyres, the former being four-ply 
construction and the latter two-ply type, The 
27in tyres were such a Ught fit that during 
Initial testing the tyre “grew” down the 
straight and wore away half the wheel arches. 
By the end of practice the bodywork had been 
suitably modified to take the bigger tyres 


although only one of the cars was to use 


them for the race. 


Another surprise combination was 
choice of drivers for this event. Gu 
team member, sharing with Derek Bell, was 
James Hunt, ‘having his first long distance 
sports ear ride, while even more of  surprixe 
was Belgian Hughes de Fierlant sharing the 
driving with Mike Hailwood. De Flerlant was 
“on trial,” for rumour had it that Jacky 
Tckx’s father-in-law was keen on sponsoring 
works cun car for de Flerlant next year, 
Obviously Gulf wanted to see how the Bel- 
lan would go, Hallwood not too keen on the 
dea of being the “guinea pig.” In fact, Mike 
really got the bit between his teeth early and 
although de Fierlant spent most of the official 
54 hours of Thuraday practice trying to get 
down to a respectable time, Hallwood went 
out and within a few laps had put his car 
on pole position. He set a 1m 19.2 5 after 
just a handful of laps which is only 2.1 9 
outside the official FI lap record. De Flerlant 
(nicknamed de Fierless) did not better 1m 
230 4 despite endless laps afer which he 
looked almost as embarrassed as Hallwood 
id dejected. 

Bell was getting well tweaked up in his 
Mirage, but after a fot of laps trying different 
tyres and setting the car up recorded a best 
of 19.53 5. Hunt then went out and after five 
laps recorded a time around one-tenth of a 
second slower, “but then they called me in 
just as I was’ beginning to get going,” said 

rds. He was very pleased with 
"it’s the first car that U have driven 


practice—"I was more fi 
which way the road. went” 
very respectable 1m 22.5 5, just a bit slower 
than Bel 

‘The only other 3-litre entered at this race 
and capable of matching the Gulf Mirage 
times was the Gltanes-backed Lola T282 of 
Jean-Louis Lafosse and Reine Wisell. Lafosse 
did most of the driving in practice and 
recorded a best time of 1m 20.67 s to put 
the oar on the outside of the front row, 
although he was in and out of the pits with 
high water and oll temperature readings 
which they could not cure. Like the Firestone- 
shod Gulf cars, Lafosse’s Goodyear-shod Lola 
was also running bigger diameter rears al- 
though according to Wisell these were not 
helping things, “The car is just as bad as it 
hhas been all year despite this being a new 
chassis. It digs in on the comers and is very 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 8, 1973 


twitchy. I cannot understand why this car is 
so much worse than last year’s.” The team 
were hoping that an engine change would 
solve the temperature problems while it 
looked as though the handling problems were 
here to stay. 

With the rest of the Springbok Series races 
limited to 2alitre capacity sports cars, the 
2elitre entry at this race is always good and 
the competition flerce. A completely unknown 
factor was the naw Chevron B26, the succes- 
Sor to the B23. It features a fixed rear wing, 

‘full monocoque centre “tub” and parallel 
link rear suspension as used on the Formula 2 
car, Initial test reports in England sounded 
encouraging, and when John Watson tried 
the car for the first time it was plain that 
Chevron had built another winner. Watson 
Spent most of practice bedding brakes and 
sorting out minor problems that crop up with 
any new car, but when he did get in a few 
quick laps he recorded 1 m 22.9 5, Watson's 
codniver was Tan Scheckter and after a few 
laps to qualify he too wi 
half a second of this time. Like last year the 
Gunston-backed Chevron was using a Brian 
Hart-built alloy BDA engine but they came 
in for an unexpected engine change shortly 
before the start of official practice when the 
belt which drives the camshafts jumped and 
threw the valve timing out. 

‘Completing the second row was the only 
other 3slitre sports car, the familiar Porsche 
908/3 of Reinhold Jost who was joined for 
this race by Herbert Muller to make @ 
formidable long-distance pairing. JOst set a 
1 m 23.82 5 during daylight while a tired: 
ooking Muller did not arrive until the last 
couple of hours of practice and had to qualify 
at night. 

Next up on the grid was the familiar 
Crowne Racing Lola 292 of Chris Craft, but 
the car was now looking very much different 
In Its red, white and blue Embassy cigarette 
sponsor's colours. Sharing the driving with 
Craft was local Fi driver Eddie Kelzan, these 
two making a strong pairing for the 2litre 
honours. For this race team manager Keith 
Greene had decided to play things safe 
fit an Alan Smith built 


igh for a ni 
noticing the lack of power (which is, 

iced almost 20% because of 
6000 ft altitude), Craft and Keizan 
were pleased with the car, Both took things 
very easily, Craft's best time being a 1m 
24665. 

‘Another Lola sat alongside Craft, a brand 
new example recently purchased ‘for local 
driver John Abrahams by his sponsors Rays 
Racing. His co-driver for the series was 
Charles Lucas who set a 1m 24.85 s showing 
all his old form. Completing the third row 
with ninth quickest time was the privately 
run KVG Chevron B23 of young Ian Grob who 
teamed up with Springbok old-hand John Hine. 
Hine seta 1 m 25.7 6 after a trouble free 
practice which they hoped would carry on 
through the race. 

Trouble free could hardly be used to des- 
eribe the GRD effort at this race. Everything 
went wrong, The engines were very late 
arriving and so {t was an untried car that 
‘eventually started practice almost two hours 
late, Tim Schenken practised the car, for 
Charlton only arrived at mid-day after being 
delayed in London by fog while shopping for 
‘a McLaren M23 for the SA Formula 1 
Championship. Schenken's best practice lap 
was 1m 28.58 s, for the car was permanently 
in and out of the pits with fuel problems. 
Schenken explained “it was cutting out about 
twice a lap and we kept finding bits of rubber 
In the metering unit. When I did get going 
quickly the brakes started to fail just like 
they had at Mount Fuji, Then that was cured 
by Sitting Lockheed brakes, but for some 
reason this car is back on Girling.” Charlton 
didnot even practice the car during the 
official practice period, for he got a special 
concession to practice during untimed practice 
on Friday. 

‘Tenth quickest and a real eye opener for 
the South Africans was the works BMW CSI 
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of Hans Stuck and Jacky Ickx. Stuck set a 
1 m 29.29 5 with Ickx around the 

the first time that a saloon car has lapped 
Kyalami at under 1 m 30.0 s or over 100 mph. 
‘Although the BMW looked 

it always has it was in fact considerably 
different. Tt was a new car which had been 
built to accept the new 24 valve engine. Un- 
fortunately the new engine could not be 
readied in time because of overheating prob- 
lems but the first one should be ready within 
couple of days after the race to carry out 
tests. To compensate for the extra weight of 
the 24 valve engine everything has been 
moved as far back in the car as possible—the 
battery, the special brake system pressure 
Pump and a bigger oll tank are all in the back 
of the car while the spring rates have also 
been altered to sult. Overall weight has hardly 
been increased thanks to "a lot of extra holes 
and aluminium," said Stuck. For this race 
it was running the usual 3.5 litre engine which 
still seemed plenty fast enough to beat the 
other saloons, 

Next place on the grid was taken by local 
pair Doug Drysdale/Roger Harradine, who 
‘were driving the exJohn Hine Chevron B21 
for the first time. For this race they decided 
to fit a 1600 cc FVA, saving their FVC for 
the following three hour races. The BMW's 
‘major opposition should have come from a 
brand new Chevrolet Firenza V8 of Bazil van 
Rooyen, but up until a few minutes before the 
fend of practice it was still being finished. It 
managed to turn a few laps before the flag 
came out, while van Rooyen's co-driver Frank 
Gardner was also missing for official practice 
Instead, it was the partnership of Nols Nieman 
and Giv Giovannonl in van Rooyen's old Firenza 
that took the next place on the grid with a I'm 
32.88 ¢ before Giavannoni had a mishap dur- 
ling the night going into Barbecue bend. Some 
thing went amiss with the engine and he went 
off the road in the ensuing panic and crunched 
the front left comer. 


Friday saw no official practice although 
most cf the teams took the opportunity 
try @ few new ideas and bed more pads and 
tyres. Bell/Hunt tried out a replacement 
‘engine while Hallwcod was trying out some 
‘aerodynamic tweaks. Lafosse did a few laps 
to check his new motor while Schenken and 
Chaelton got the GRD going a bit better and 
lowered their times to the low 1 m 26 5 
bracket without too much problem. Gardner 
also arrived and familiarised himself with 
the Firenza which he and van Rooyen hut 
edly sorted out as much as possible in the 
short time that was available, for half the di 
was spent dodging very English-like ra 
showers. Craft's engine was having a precau- 
tionary big end bolt change after Keizan had 
buzzed the engine on Thursday when he 
missed a gear. As usual activity on the track 
Seemed very limited, none of the teams were 
particularly keen to wear out their cars with 
Another nine hours still left to run, 


i 
f 
if 


suspension. It finished fourth. 


The Takahashi/Tohira Datsun 240 was in GS trim with 2.9 litres and modified brakes and 


RACE 


When the sun rose on Saturday morning it 
was struggling to shine through a very cloudy 
and overcast sky. After the usual parachute 
displays and marching bands, the weather 
Still Icoked doubtful before the 1 pm start and 
as the cars lined up on the grid the sun 
was accompaned by a few spots of rain. A 
few minutes before the start Craft rushed off 
the dummy grid to his pits to have his car's 
clutch adjusted, for he had no clutch at all 
om the warming up lap. His car had only just 
‘managed to make the grid anyhow, for a bag 
tank bad started to leak as the car was 
fuelled for the race, 

When the flag fell at exactly 1 pm it was 
John Hine who made the best start. "I looked 
around and found I was in front and wondered 
if 1 had seen the wrong flag,” said Hine 
Going into the first corer Hailwood and 
Lafosse went ahead while Bell was way back 
jm sixth place after taking things very easily 
off the line to save the clutch, For the first 
few laps things were pretty exciting with 
Hailwood opening up a short lead over 
Lafesse and Hine holding third place in 
attempting to hold off Watson, JUst, Bell and 
Schenken, Lucas was trailing with a misfiring 
fengine that developed when the engine was 
changed after practice. 

‘After the initial scramble the order soon 
settled down, but unfortunately this did not 
Include Lafosse, for after falling back he was 
in the pits after just three laps with a mis: 
firing engine. This was the beginning of many 
stops, none of which managed to cure the 
misfire, and the car retired alter a couple of 
hours, most of which were spent in the pits; 
the trouble seemed to be with the fuel injec: 
thon system, 

‘With the Lola out of the running the two 
Gulf Mirages had things all their own way: 
during the opening laps, Hallwood opening 
fut a steady lead over Bell, Behind, there was 
4 terrific scrap going on between Watson and 
Jost, the Porsche eventually getting 
Watson started to slip back with 
understeer problem that developed as thi 
front left tyre warmed up. Craft, althoug! 
penalised a lap for his late arrival on the 
rid, was holding fifth place on the road and 
Challenging Watson who eventually gave way 
fand slipped further back to fifth spot, Hine 
‘was doling a good job holding the KVG Chev- 
ron in touch for a while but then the clutch 
packed up and the engine started to misfire 
So he backed off and took things a bit easier, 
With nine hours to run there was no point 
In heroics. 

Hailwood provided the next drama when he 
stopped a faw laps before time and reported 
‘that he thought the car had a puncture, He 
stayed in the car which was refuelled and 
took on a fresh left rear tyre which dropped 
‘him back to second spot, only to find that 


his strange handling problem was merely a 
very oily track. Bell took the lead for 
hort time before he too came into the pits 
for a routine stop, Hunt re-joining in a close 
second place again. 

Things were looking good for the Gulf 
team but then after half a dozen laps Hunt 
made a dramatic entry into the pits with 
broken front suspension. He had been going 
along the short straight when the car felt 
funny; as he braked for the corner before the 
pits the front left wishbone mounting pin 
broke where it enters the bottom af the 
upright, and Hunt was just able to limp back 
Into the pits, It took the mechanics 32 m to 
fit a new corer by which time the Mirage 
was placed with the saloon cars. 

Behind the 2elitre sports car runners the 
BMW, driven by Ickx, was having things very 
much’ his own way in the saloon class, for 
the expected Firenza V8. challenge was a 
miserable failure. The number two Chevrolet 
Dealer Team ear of Nieman/Giavonnoni did 
not make the grid. After the mechanics 
worked all night to get it repaired from its 
practice shunt the car fell off the trailer 

fay to the race! The number one car 
‘Rooyen/Gardner was going well in 
ening stages after starting from the 
back of the grid, but then after half an hour 
the car'was in the pits for good with a 
broken gearbox. The breather had. someho 
‘ot blocked and the box pressurised blowi 
All the oll out of the speedo drive hole. By 
the time van Rooyen noticed the box going 
stift It was beyond repair. Even the customer 
Firenza ‘was out of luck when the last minute 
driver replacement, stock car driver Ed Hub- 
bard went off the road at Clubhouse. The 
car did not make it back to the pits, 30 
Within one hour the entire Firenza V8 chal- 
Tenge was out of the race, 


behind the 


‘built up a strong lead by 
he came in after 2 h 20 m of racing, De 
Flerlant took over and then immediately lost 
fa lot of time’ trying to start the engine, but 
when he did get away he was still in the 
lead. It did not last for long, however, for 
within 20m at the wheel de Fierlant went 
‘missing out on the circuit and eventually 
walked back to tell team manager John 
Horsman that the engine had broken. “It 
wi and then the oil 


‘of the race, the other Mir 
field, it was left to Jost to 
the litre challenge, stil with les 
third of the race completed. Watson and 
Ost were battling “hard, the Chevron on 
much ‘better terms once Scheckter re-joined 
the race on another set of front tyres. They 
took the overall lead when J0st was penal- 
ved a lap for entering the pit road too fast, 
timing light destined to catch out several 
more drivers before the race was run. 

‘As the race drew on the skies cleared and 
it Tooked “as thought we were in for a dry 
although the rate that cars were run: 


in trouble, Just a few minutes 
before de Fierlant went missing and a few 
laps after taking over from Ickx, Stuck made 
a. dramatic entry into the pits on three 
Wheels, The car was running along on its 
brake disc sending out a great sheet of 
sparks, Nobody seemed to know why Stuck 
had lost a wheel and it was not until the 
complete front suspension leg was replaced 

car running again that anybody 


factual retaining nut was thought to have 
broken, ‘the wheel having been on since the 
start of the race. 

‘John Abrahams had retired the Rays Rac- 
Ing Lola shortly before this when the oil 
pressure dropped drastically, while Hine and 
Schenken both had long stops. Hine’s 
stop was to fix the clutch although Grob 
eventually had to restart by putting the car 
In gear and dropping it off the jack. Schenken 
had a wire come off the alvernator and the 
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fuel pump was giving trouble. 

‘The Craft/Kelzan car lost time when 
Keizan pitted with a flat front tyre by 
courtesy of de Fierlant shorily before his 
retirement. “De Flerlant would come past 
me on the straights, but 1 could catch him 
Up around the twisty bits again,” explained 
Keizan, “then when I went alongside on 
fone lap he moved over and knocked me up 
the kerb. I managed to stay on the road, 
but his wheel had knocked the valve out of 
the rim.” Shortly after the three hour mark 
more cars were in trouble. Charlton pitted 
the GRD early to have a loose front door 
replaced, but then it would not start and the 
car fell even further back, behind the Hine/ 
Grob car, 

Scheckter was doing a good job holding 
the lead in the Chevron but then just as his 
pit were about to call him in there was 
Instant drama as he rolled to a stop a few 
hundred yards short of the pit entrance. 
Mechanics rushed to the car with a can of 
fuel and Scheckter restarted and made it 
ack ‘to the pits, collecting a further tap 
penalty as he sped in too fast for more fuel, 
‘The Porsche took the lead after this drama, 
but then Muller also collected a one lay 
Penalty at his stop. By half distance it was 

2 narrow lead from 
ps completed com> 
pared to the Porsche's 180. 

‘A steady run by Schenken in the GRD put 

the car back in third place with 179 laps, 


Still the Chevron holdin 
the Porsche with 181 


Lafosse’s Lola had a very troublesome run, 
pitting after three laps with fuel injection 
problems. 


four laps ahead of Hine/Grob while a very 
fast stint by Hunt and a quick change to 
Bell gaw the Mirage back in fifth place clos- 
ing fast on Hine for fourth The Cri 
Keizan car dropped back to sixth place after 
feizan stopped again with a shredded rear 
yee which damaged the bodywork and the 
Wing support. This took several laps to re- 
pair but the car re-joined the race still very 
much in the running. 

Half distance saw the Chevron leading, but 
five minutes later it was in serious trouble 
Watson pitted with the water temperature 
almost off the clock because the fuel pump 
mounting bracket had come loose and let the 
belt fly off that also turas the water pump. 
After a long. stop Scheckter continued but 

eda series of stops for more water 
ong stop while the fuel pump had 
to be replaced completely. 

‘The Chevron’s dramas was the signal for 
all the 2litre front runners to have prob- 
lems, Chariton brought in the GRD for good 
with the gearbox hardly working and when 
the mechanics stripped it down they found 
the main pinion retaining bolt had fallen off 
‘and the box was Irrepairable. While this was 
going on Craft retired the Lola with the 
fight hand rear lower radius rod completely 
pulled out of the monocoque, even though it 
had been specially strengthened against this 
sort of failure at the beginning of the year. 
Grob was having big problems getting the 
engine started on his Chevron, while the car 
was still being dropped off the jack because 


of its inoperative clutch. 

By 630 pm the Porsche 908/3 of JUst/ 
Muller was holding a firm lead of 3 laps over 
the next car which was now the Gulf Mirage, 
still running like a train after its earlier 
dramas. Only just behind the Mirage, the Hine/ 
Grob Chevron was still very much in the 
chase despite its problems, the works car 
a further four laps behind and also runnit 
‘Strongly again, although the temperature w 
still a little high. The Gulf Mirage was 
closing on the J0st Porsche at several seconds 
a lap and the way it was travelling as night 
fell, it looked as though it could well be 
in front by the end. Jost had lost a couple 
fof Japs earlier when a misfire brought the car 
Into the pits before time, After a fuel filter 
change the problem was traced to a faulty 
pump and the car continued to run strongly, 
ut not fast enough to stay out of 1 
Mirage’s grasp for the next three hours if the 
Mirage kept catching up at the present rate. 
However, the Mirage then lost a couple of 
laps changing front brake pads, so at 7.30 pm. 
the gap was still three laps. And shortly after, 
the Gulf Mirage’s chance of victory slipped 
further and further away as the car sat for 
many minutes in the pits having a broken 
fuel metering unit coupling rod fixed. All this 
left the Porsche to pull ahead by a comfort 

16 lap margin by the time the Mi 
Continued 

Meanwhile the works Chevron was only 
four laps behind in third place having a 
tremendous battle with the Hine/Grob 
Chevron, despite all thelr problems. and th 

is refusal to start at pit stops. A further 
ight laps in arrears the two Datsun 240Zs 
Dad mved op tts SS ec be paces ef 
@ textbook run ie Japanese and South 
‘African pairings. 

‘As the last two hours dragged by the Jost 
orsche never Tooked in trouble. he Mi 
ran strongly to the end but gave everybody a 
surprise when it pitted just 5 m before the 
tend for a few litres more fuel, Hunt staying in 
the car after lapping in the 1 m 21 8 bracket 
for the previous hour. 

During the final hour the real battle of the 
race was between the Chevrons of Hine/Grob 
land Watson/Scheckter. The works car 
‘was still having overheating problems after 
its earlier boll at 9.35 pm (with just 
25 m to go), the car breathed its last and 
refused to start; the head gasket was leaking 
water as fast as the team could replace It. 
Hine made his last pit, stop just before the 
Chevron stopped, and the car started almost 
immediately. Although the works Chevron 
‘stopped almost half an hour before the end it 
still came home in fifth place, the Japanese 
crewed Datsun 240Z going ahead just before 
the flag while the Chevron sat helpless in the 
pits, Behind the Chatz/Mortimer Datsun in 
sixth place the BMW took seventh place des- 
pite a further 12 m stop to replace a brake 
Caliper after a wheel weight had come off 
and damaged the pad retaining clip. Eighth 
place went to the Casoni/Gero Pantera which 
ran surprisingly well throughout the race, 
although they ran the last two hours on 7 
cylinders after a plug lead had burnt through 
and an unscheduled pad change cost them 
several laps in the pits. The Swanepoel/* La 
Reservee" Toyota Celica was a model of 
reliability and took ninth place overall and 
the important Index of Performance award. 
Tenth place went to Martin Birrane's Carrera 
which besides slow Jap times in the heat of 
the day because of high oll pressure was 
vitually trouble free. 
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NGK Spark Plugs... 


The Clean Burners! 


There's ample reason why NGK wide range Fires Up Any Engine! 
spark plugs burn clean, carbon-free and 
foul-proof, It’s a unique copper core that extends 
further into the firing end to rapidly dissips 
heat. Plus superior ceramics and a tough nickel 
alloy tip that burns off carbon before deposits 
can form. No overheating, no fouling. 


We especially recommend NGK BP6ES 


spark 
plugs for use by owners of the Renault R-16 one 


ab, and other European-made 


automobi 
SPARK PLUG CO.,LTD. 
NAGOYA.JAPAN 


e 


UK DISTRIBUTOR 
Lester Simms 22 surweii road. London £10 706 Tel. 01-556 6805/6 
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INTERVIEW 


The top men at Marlboro 
explain their involvement 


By PATRICK McNALLY 


Marlboro arrived on the motor racing scene with a splash at the beginning of 1971, sponsor- 
Ing the BRM team. Thelr lavish parties and promotional gimmicks, like thelr famous stage 
coach, and attractive Scandinavian models did not always receive unanimous approval—but 
they certalnly added much colour and aroused a great deal of interest outside the sport. 

‘Now we are at the end of the 1973 season, and Marlboro have severed their connections 
with BRM completely. Philip Morris, are on the verge of announcing thelr plans for next 
Season after months of speculation, with just about every team's name tied to Marlboro from 
fone week (0 the next. Although nothing official has yet been announced, It has been stated on 
European television, and reported in the world press, that Marlboro, in conjunction wit 
‘Texaco, wil be backing the McLaren team, Drivers will be Emerson Fittipaldi and Denny Hulme. 

riley had backed BRM. While the cosmetic concern 

BRM team in 1971, they are not too happy at the 


y Ing, 1 interviewed 
Ronnie Thomson, president of Philip Morris Europe, and Pat director of Philip 
Morris Europe, and managing director of Orecla, Philip Morris’ promotion company. 

Ronnie Thomson's keen sense of competition developed in his years as an athletic blue 
and a Scottish rugby international, stands him in good stead as president of Philip Morris 
Europe, a position he has held for the past four years, Born in London in 1936, of Scottish 
heritage, he was educated at University College and took degrees in law and economics at 
Cambridge, he Is also a chartered accountant, 

Pat Duffeler, an American born in Brussels, Is an economist, he joined Philip Morris three 
years ago, but Is already a director of Philip Morris Europe—no small achievement at the 
age of 30. He enjoyed his first taste of motor racing as iness spectator at the Monaco 


Grand Prix in 1970, 


Ronnie Thomson, president of Philip Morris Europe, during his interview with Patrick MeNally. 


RONNIE THOMSON 

President of 

Philip Morris, Europe 

in Austria, Louls Stanley caused a good & 

‘of merriment by announcing that he ha 

"Decided to chuck Marlboro,” What were the 

facts? 

No one chucked anybody. We had a two-year 

agreement with BRM, and we had the option 

to renew that agreement—we decided not to 

renew, the option being ours and not Mr 

Stanley's 

Do you feel that you got any benefit out of 

your association with BRM? 

‘A much more tangible benefit than we ever 
elpated for several reasons; first of all, we 

anticipated that BRM would generate a lot of 

publicity for us by winning races. The fact 

that they only won one Grand Prix was to 

our advantage for it forced us to take the 

Initiative. We had to be much more creative 

in the promotional field. 1 feel, though we 

lost nearly every race—we won just about 
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every promotion. 
‘We also realised that we would have to 
take the initiative in the choice of teams and 
drivers. BRM forced us to become active 
rather than passive sponsors, and forced us 
to be creative and make a good contribution 
to the sport. For example, the Prix Rouge et 
Blane Joseph Siffert Award. 
Do you consider that Grand Prix motor racing 
Is Being organised efficiently enough to keep 
‘big sponsors like yourselves involved? 
Philip Morris’ involvement is not small 
Motor racing has matured consMerably in the 
past couple af years—in terms of profession 
lism. The most important point to a sponsor 
is to give him enough planning time. If he 
has spent a large sum of money on a major 
event like a Grand Prix, t is Inconcelvable 
to him that the Grand Prix may be cancelled 
with less than one week's notice. (An obvious 
reference to the Belgian GP at Zolder—Ed.) 
If there is mational or worldwide TV cover- 
age, there must be no question of late 
cancellation. Therefore, the schedules, the 
monies involved, the drivers, the safety fea- 


tures of the circuits, all have to be settled at 
the beginning of the season 

T think that this is now che case, but feel 
that the CSI should have more control over 
these matters. 
Jackie Stewart made some rather uncompli- 
mentary remarks about what you had to say 
‘at the sponsors’ meeting at Monza, What di 
you say to upset him? 
T'dhimk that the sponsors’ meeting, which Mr 
Stewart decided to attend, enabled sponsors 
like myself to agree with him thar there was 
necessity to restrict the number of pit 
passes for safety reasons, However, problems 
Hike these should be handled by the CSI with 
‘the Interested parties Involved, and the 
rivers should ct act unilaterally. We as a 
sponsor .were particularly offended as the 
constructors’ and drivers’ high-handed action 
was solely to the disadvantage of the press, 
photographers, TV and other professional 
Wwithcut which there would be no Grand Pri 
racing. 
Does Phillp Morris intend to 
racing to the same extent a 
year? 
T think, from the investment point of view, 
we will be at least as much in motor racing. 
However, we will be allocating our budget in, 
we feel, a more effective way 
You don’t envisage transferring some of your 
efforts to your other sporting activities? 
No, Philip Morris is already involved with 
many other sports especially those of high 
class and quality which we consider suitable 
for Marlboro, For this brand we tend to try 
to create a generally masculine image. The 
whole theme of Marlboro, since its conception 
has been masculine and virile—the Marlboro 
Cowbay is typical of this. I feel that motor 
racing, the drivers, the danger, the spirit, the 
colour, are all directly compatible with’ this 
“Marlboro Country" advertising theme. 
Is your racing budget controlled trom 
‘America or from Europe? 
Europe accounts for over 25 per cent of Philip 
Morris! Incorporated worldwide profit, which 
gives us reasonable freedom of independent 
Movement. With marketing expenditure for 
Europe in excess af 40 snlllion dollars, you 
can see that motor racing ds only a’ very 
‘small part of our programme. 


PAT DUFFELER 

Managing Director of 

Mariboro's promotions company 

‘Why did Philip Morris decide to team up with 


ipport. motor 
‘they did this 


T'think Louls Stanley had an interesting idea 
when he came to us, They had won the 
Austrian and Italian Grands Prix, and were 
second in America, If you look at thelr suc- 
cess from July 1971 to the end of that year, 
you can see BRM were doling exceptionally 
‘well, We got to Stanley through the late Jo 
Siffert—Jo had been associated with Marlboro 
for a couple of years already. 

‘Ronnie first met Louis Stanley at the Grand 
Préc of France. We spoke to him in Monza, 
the day Peter Gethin won. Louis Stanley had 
done his homework well and at the presenta: 
tom, fad a fairly thorough book full of ideas 
Basically, the concept was a multi-national 
team. Little did we know that this concept 
was unworkable—the first year proved this. 
We found out, before Stanley did. 

‘We plunged into motor racing, and learned 
fast—the hard way. By Monaco of last year, 
you will recall, we organised one of the 
Biggest social occasions of the weekend on 
four boat in the harbour. It was only our first 
year in motor racing, Dut everybody was 
there. 

‘We knew that Stanley and Yardley had 
parted on non-speaking terms, It was a 
challenge to us. We tried to respect the 
spirit of motor Facing, for example we have 
Sponsored aver a dozen Grands Prix, but never 
asked for che name of the race to be changed. 
That's a national heritage. (For example they 
would never consider a Marlboro Grand Prix 
instead of the Scottish GP—Ed.) 

‘When the premise of Louis Stanley proved 
unworkable, ‘we urged him to reduce the 
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number of cars entered at each race, AS 
Emerson Fittipaldi puts it: “To achieve suc- 
cess, a team needs total concentration,” and 
this BRM lacked. Success is not all-important 
to our promotional effort, but we wanted to 
‘be competitive and credible. 

By the Dutch Grand Prix this year, 1 had 
already told Louis Stanley that we wanted all 
‘ur options opened, and that we would not 
renew for 1974, I feel we have parted on good 
terms. I haye always found him personable, 
and some of his recent comments 1 have 
found surprising and, yes . . . amusing. Thi 
was a business decision and when queried by 
leading British dally newspapers, we stated 
that our decision was based on’ results (or 
rather a lack of them). 

Louis Stanley, comm 
Regazzonl was dropped from the team for the 
Canadian Grand Prix, 4s stated to have sald 
that It was no busines 


‘on the fact that 


We were unhappy that Clay did not get « 
drive, The decision was made without consul 
tabion, which was against the terms of the 
contract Louis Stanley signed. We felt that 
anyway the reasons involved, and the lack of 
notice were Inadequate, 

Louls Stanley has stated on many occasions 
that Marlboro’s fi 


cal participation consti- 
‘small percentage of BRM's 


arrangement was primarily based on success 
bonuses, Louis Stanley could have quite 
easily, with moderate success, doubled his 
sponsorship income, 

‘The Dig question everybody is asking at the 
‘moment Is “What exactly will the set-up be 
next year?” 

Practically every team hi 
past year—Tyrrall, Lotus, Brabham and 
MeLaren, At the moment, I cannot officially 
tell you the precise situation, because the 
drivers and teams have obligations that we 
would not want to prejudice. And indeed, 
some of the comments I have read in Auro- 
sronT and other motoring magazines on the 
future are both out of order and Inaccurat 
Ik may be interesting for your readers to 
know that our relationship with other large 
sponsors and even competitive companies has 
been excellent. We have entertained each 
‘other in our respective hospitality units 

By now, teams and drivers should know 
that they Cannot play one company off against 
the other. 

Just about every BRM driver has complained 
that he hasn't been paid his contractual fee. 
Was this fee BRM's commitment or Mai 
boro's? 

We have a direct promotional contract with 
‘every BRM driver, separate from their driving 
‘agreement, and these have all been paid in 
ful 

Tacky Iekx Is a Marlboro sponsored driver. 
Will you try to Influence which team he 
finally signs with? 

Definitely not. It's his decision, which will 
obviously be based on his chances of success, 
(The réason he has just signed for Lot 
Ed) 

Do you Intend to have the same type of pro- 
motional activity next season? Some people 
considered your parties a total waste of 
money, and your dolly birds in the pits and 
the paddocks rather unnecessary. 

We will change the format of our promotional 
activities, We do not think our parties have 
been a waste of money, and st is probably 
those whom we have least wanted to see who 
claim they were. Jackle Stewart has. said: 
“That one of the principal ingredients on the 
Grand Prix scene is its glamour image and 
the contribution of ts beautiful women.” We 
hhope we have added some, Incidentally, our 
girls are under strict Instructions to be out 
of the way when the racing is on. 

I think that we have succeeded in pro- 
moting motor racing generally. We have 
wanted to see other sponsors attracted and 
arouse the interest of the general public. For 
many Grands Prix, the only publicity ar 
advertising was done through us. 


AUTOSPORT. NOVEMBER 8, 1973 


‘common feature at Grands Prix (above). BRM's Louls Stanley 


‘Ronnie Thomson at Silverston 


Do you think that the sponsors should have 
‘2 Digger say In the running of motor racing? 
What is a sponsor—someone who pays £500, 
£50,000, or £500,000? Sponsorship is a very 
vague term. Certainly, the degree of involve- 
ment and participation has to command the 
corresponding input towards decision-making 
Consultation is eritical—neither the GPDA 
or the Formula One Constructors Associa- 
fon can afford to make unilateral decisions 
rogardiess of the impact they may have on 
the sponsor's investment, or the national 
status of motor racing in a given country. 
And here, working more closely with the CSI 
will, wwe ‘feel, improve the overall organisa- 
ton of motor racing. 

1 see an expanded role for large companies, 
assisting in the development of motor racing 
ft is a truly international sport, and I fore: 
see additional Grands Prix in the calendar, 
echaps in Japan, Venezuela and Australi 
‘That would be good for the sport, but it 
would require funds and international co- 
Operation. 

What tangible benefits does your company 
derive from motor racing, and what are your 
‘objectives? 

Not just “brand awareness”—also the pro- 
jection of the corporation for everybody now 
knows that Marlboro is Philip Morris, 

Because motor racing is such a phenome 
nally interesting world, it has opened up a 
Tot of contacts for us. I think that motor 
racing in general has a trememious wealth of 
faleat involved in R—if you think of the 
constructors and designers, as well as the 
drivers, and some. of the people very close to 
the acene. 

For us, motor racing has been a vehicle to 
entertain ‘distributors, corporate friends, agen- 
cies and people with whom we are doing, of 
hope to do, business. The company feels it 
has received enormous value out of motor 
facing—but we have worked hard at i and 
given a lot too. 


ooking on (below) 


How ean you measure the results? 
We have tested public reaction to our savolve- 
ment and the results were far more favour 
able than we ever thought 

How long do you Intend to 
racing? 

It és not meant to be a volatile flirtation, For 
example, our agreements with Paul Ricard, 
Nivelies, and certain othe tracks were ma 
for ten Did you know that we are 
investing substantially ina unique motor 
racing timing system, working tn conjunction 
with Heuer? For this, we hope to have the 
full co-operation of the teams. 

What drivers will you sponsor on a petsonal 
basis next year ? 

Fewer than this season, 1 assume we will 
continue with Niki Lauda, Clay Regazzoni, 
And of course our own team drivers. This you 
must understand will depend on the indiv- 
dual driver's contract with his team. 

Will the promotional activities of Marlboro 
stil originate from Lausanne? 

The planning of motor racing activities will 
sull come from the European headquarters. 
We do, a8 a practice, combine with the per- 
sonnel’ in each individual market for the 
implementation of these activities, We have 
setup a small office in London which con- 
trols the fleet af promotion trucks, our 12-odd 
Formula 1 replica cars, and our field force, 
which, when combined ‘with local assistance, 
may ‘total up to a 100 people at certain 
Grands Prix. 

‘What is the planned budget for motor racing 
in 197. 

‘Obviously, 1 cannot tell you that, And any- 
way, the currency variations have complicated 
the issue, Altogether a slight increase in 
budget, principally due to “the new team 
involvement. 

‘When will the official announcement be ma 
concerning the new team? 

Early January 1974 


tay In motor 
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Purely personal 


“If all the other 
users of oil are 
forced to take a 
‘cut, we shall have 
to accept our fate, 
but if motorists are 
victimised while 
aircraft squander 
thousands of 
ns, we must 

ight like tigers for 

justice.” 


JOHN BOLSTER 


has been known for several years that the 
supply of il fuels from the earth is not 
Inexhaustible. Learned men have been pointing 
this out but nobody has taken much notice 
Trains and ships, which used to run on coal, 
have been converted to oil, while plastics and 
other oil-based materials are increasingly used 
im manufacturing processes, 

‘The possibility of an immediate shortage did 
not, in fact, exist in Britain. Some people 
rather cynically remarked that there would be 
‘enough ¢o last for our lifetime and that it was 
'up to posterity to harness the atom to the car 
OOF invent a new and better battery. In fact, 
four fuel consumption is mot particularly high 
compared with some other countries, We do 
not squander so much ail as might be expected 
‘on generating electricity, because the Scottish 
hydro-electric network makes such a large 
contribution, both to domestic and industrial 
supplies, Furthermore, the output of the North 
Sen oll rigs is far from negligible, with more 

Britain has always invested sensibly in oil 
Our refineries and tanker fleets are more than 
adequate and, in general, our governments 
have always realised the importance of our 
oll supplies. Whether or not they should have 
been less enthusiastic about the wholesale 
conversion of so many services to oil is now 
‘open to question, but it certainly looked as 
though Britain was sitting pretty for at least 
the next 20 years, 

The United States, on the other hand, had 
for a long time been going slightly mad. The 
consumption of oil was going up and up until 
refinery capacity was barely adequate, reserves 
were falling, and the Americans were almost 
living trom hand to mouth in this respect 

They would have got away with it, if it had 
not been for pollution. There is” not the 
slightest doubt that much valuable work has 
been done in cleaning the exhaust of the petrot 
motor and this is something from which we 
all benefit, However, the standards for which 
the latest USA regulations called were frankly 
absurd. In trying to meet them, the American 
manufacturers were turning out cars of 
pathetic performance in relation to their size 
but, much worse, their fuel consumption was 
enormous. The fuel wasted by these ridiculous 
machines was sufficient to cause local short- 
ages, even without any emergency arising. 

‘The emergency has arisen all right. The 
Middle East’ war has cut off a proportion of 
‘America’s oll and the Arabs, incensed with 
the backing given by the States to their 
enemies, have decided to make them suffer 
‘The Dutch are in a similar position and have 
already had to ban Sunday motoring. Certainly, 
the Americans will have to face petrol 
rationing and the oil-rich Sheikhs are so well 
fff that they can afford to make it hurt. How- 
fever, they will not be able to resist all those 
lovely dollars indefinitely, and it's no use 
having oil if you don’t sell it. Eventually, the 
USA will get their oil—at a price—but the 
latest pollution laws will have to be repealed 
and those huge cars will quickly go out of 


“ 


fasbion. 
‘At present, we are lucky to have years 
of sensible living behind us and we are 
enjoying the fruits of our governments’ fore. 
sight. We, in our turn, may be the victims of 
‘an unexpected emergency, but at che moment 
Of writing it would be folly indeed to introduce 
petrol rationing. Comparatively speaking our 
Cars use very little fuel compared with jet 
fireraft. If a few of the planes that fly vast 
distances, with less than half their seats 
‘occupied, could be re-arranged to carry full 
joads, more fuel would be saved than any 
ioning. of ears could possibly achieve. 
‘Most of us, myself inchided, are suifering 
from the jet habit, I'm sure that Britain 
would survive if we rationed some of our 
flying. To ration motoring, on the other hand 
would Immediately cause a great deal of hard 
Ship and many people would lose their jobs. 
Let us forget the car as a rich man’s plaything 
ora status symbol: the real cars are the 
indispensable tools with which their owners 
earn their daily bread. Without them, they 
would be back in the horse and cart age, but 
it would take years to breed enough horses, 
and what about pollution then! 
Unfortunately, we have in this country a 
small but militant anti-motoring group. They 
Stood outside the Motor Show with banners 
Saying, "'Kill the Car! Utterly selfish, they 
think that because they live in towns, every: 
body can use public transport. They would be 
amazed to know how many people are liter 
cut off from eivilisation without individual 
Transport. There ace some parts of the country 
which could not be inhabited at all without 
the help of the motor vehicle. At least, if the 
postman cannot drive his van to my lonely 


farm, T shall receive no more tax demands, 
which [s wonderful news. 
The “antis” may seem a bit pathetic but 


their propaganda rubs off on to unintelligent 
people, A writer in a Sunday paper has already 
Virtually accepted rationing and, in passing, 
has suggested a ban on all motor sport and 
a blanket 80 mph limit. 1 am afraid that if 
any form of rationing affects the public 
‘writers like this will stir up an outery and al 
Our sporting events will be forbidden. It's as 
Simple as that; if people have thei 
motoring curtailed, they will see that nobody 
tise has fan with cars 

If a situation were to arise which made 
rationing essential, we would, of course, be 
compelled to lose our sport and the whole 
industry. which it supports would collapse. 
The entire pleture can change, and as T write 
Lam listening to disquieting news from the 
Arab Gulf States. However, at this moment 1 


Bolster shows a practical method of saving petrol ! 


am convinced that panic imposition of ration- 
ing would be a disaster. The anti-motoring 
people are making hay on radio, TV and ia 
the newspapers. We must fight them or they 
will swing public opinion against us, and a lot 
Of people who are not active motorists could 
be ‘influenced, They would love to take our 
beloved cars away from us and to destroy the 
best sport in the world, 

‘We must, all of us, write in at once if we 
hear a biased broadcast or read a twisted 
article, In the more blatant cases, it is worth 
‘while writing {0 our MPs as well, for so few 
Of their constituents bother to write'that they 
pay attentien to these who do, If all the other 
Users of oil are forced to take a cut, we shall 
have to accept our fate, but if motorists are 
victimised while aircraft still squander 
thousands of gallons, we must fight like tigers 
for justice. 

‘During @ previous rationing period, some 
racing took place on unrationed fuel. T have 
ho figures on the quantity of methanol which 
might be available, but even if there were 
only enough for sprints and short distance 
ents, it) would be better than nothing. 
Methanol cannot be used on the road, because 
it is untaxed, but it works very well indeed in 
falmost any high-compression engine, though if 
it'ls employed neat the consumption is double 
that of petrol 

‘Whatever the outcome of the present 
‘emergency, we are likely to pay a great deal 
fer our fuel in time to come, Most of 
us will tend to buy smaller ears and obviously 
the” Government” should encourage such 
‘economy, In this connection, a new cheap tax 
‘lass should be started for very small cars— 
say up to 750 cc. Some people would regard 
Such motoring as a living death, but for short 
trips and shopping it. would save a colossal 
amount of petrol. It is during the cold:start 
fand warm-up period that the big car drinks 
So much fuel, which cannot be avoided when 
you have a large lump of cold metal to heat 
ip to working temperature every time, If we 
can keep our road-burners for long journeys, 
All will not be lost. 

‘The news is changing hour by hour and 
what I have written may be out of date by 
the time it is printed. Let us see that, whatever 
happens, we defend ourselves against the lies 
and. half-lies of the antl-motorists, .who are 
how enjoying & splendid opportunity to, as 
they aay. "Kill the Car!" If petrol rationing 
Is ever started, it will be with us for ever like 
the 70 mph limit, England is a democracy and 
Ie is up to us to see that such legislation is 
never introduced, even as a temporary 
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Donohue on his way to one of his two wins ahead of Revson and Pearson. 


Donohue’s Carrera wins two 


down to six. Follmer, Unser, Donohue, Revson, Pearson and Foyt. Those are the 


faces who have won the most points in the three Riverside heats of Roger Peaske’s International 
Race of Champions and they are the ones who will battle out the final round at Daytona 


Beach next 


nuary. Donohue won two of the races, driving with bis remarkably cool 


demeanour to comfortable wins, each from pole position, while Follmer fought his way 
‘energetically through from the back of the grid to win the other heat. 

‘The most dramatic performances were those of Emerson Fittipaldi, who was fastest in 
practice but fell vietim to the rather overly complex rules and emerged with two well-earned 


third places but too few points 


qualify for Daytona. David Pearson and Bobby Unser were 


the ‘great revelations. Stock car man Pearson fought brightly and steadfastly in every race 
fand rarely backed down from a controlling position, while Unser showed some excellent 


winner 
decided during January's Daytona Speed 
‘Week with the final race televised live and 
the Riverside qualifying heats shown on tape 
during the same programme. It's a big extra- 


vaganza this IROC, with 15 brand new Porsche 


from the factory and insured by 
ind Lester Seasongood. 

‘Three of the Carreras were put aside as 
training cars and it was those three Porsc 
which the dozen champions used to learn 
Practice with. After two days of practice the 
rivers selected their first heat cars by lot 

‘out for two flying laps of a 

‘could make no changes 
that they drove. Not even tyre pressures or 
dampers could be touched. Oh, there was one 
thing. The seat could be adjusted fore and aft. 

Of all the entries only Fittipaldi had not 
raced before at Riverside. So it was rather 
surprising then that Emerson should have 

west ahead of Donohue, Revson 
all of whom had some consider- 


‘The first two Carrera races were run on 
Saturday, fitting in and around CanAm quali- 
tying Prior to the first race there 
‘was a drivers’ meeting which both Fittipaldi 
and Follmer were late in attending. Emerson 
got held up in the LA traffic and George was 
busy qualifying his CanAm Porsche, but both 
were penalised and moved to the back of 
the grid. Needless to say, there was some 
displeasure at this decision, "This is sup- 
Posed to be an International race, not Boy 
Scouts,” mumbled someone. 

‘So it was Donohue and Revson on the 
front row and Pearson and Hulme on the 
second row for the first 30-lapper. The eager 
bunch of cars jostled away from the rolling 
start with Donohue squeezing himself ahead 
‘on the outside and holding the lead as they 
funnelled down towards Turn Two and the 
Esses. The swarming mass of cars thinned 
itself reluctantly into a tight line flicking and 
‘swirling through the sweeping lefts and rights 
Puffs of sand squirted into the air from 
errant tyres skirting the edge of the tarmac, 
and then showered down around the cars. It 
really was going to be close, unrelenting rac 


“That first heat was all Donohue's. For a 
while Revson kept in contact but after some 
dozen laps his brakes began to fade and he 
‘lipped back to be attacked by a group of 
half @ dozen droning Carreras. Pearson had 
‘snatched third place at the first corner and 
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‘had settled there only to be caught by Unser, 
Follmer, Hulme and Foyt and it was this lot 
which Revvie found looming in his mirrors 
Pearson soon outbraked Revson and a few 
laps later Unser too nicked inside Peter and 
began to pull away. During the last 10 laps, 
everybody began 10 experience some kind of 
spaced out in the 


smoke badly and after a couple of slo. 
laps he had to pull off with a 


‘with the Carrera but had, nevertheless, driven 
fan extremely well-judged race, Revson was 
8 few seconds farther back but clear of Foll- 
mer who spun at the end of the esses but 
ost barely a few seconds in getting back 
on ahead’ of a closing Hulme. Foyt was 

from” Petty 


McCluskey was well back in 
eighth having spun on Pearson's oll while 
Johncock lost a lap with a stop to straighten 
out the bodywork after going off under 
braking when chasing McCluskey. Allison was 
classified 11th after running into gearbox 
troubles and having both front and rear wind- 
shields pop out. And Fittipaldi worked up from 
the back, passing Foyt on the seventh I 
‘and then catching right up with Hulme before 
spinning across the hard-packed dunes and 
damaging a fuel line when the front brakes 
disappeared. 

Both Follmer and Fittipaldi were upset 
about being stuck at the back of the first heat, 
Fittipaldi even considered not doing the other 
races for it did after all, seem to have been a 
Fidiculous price to pay for being a few 
minutes late. 

‘Ah, well, things carried on and Emerson 
took up his pole position for the next heat 
with the rest of the order reversed and 
Donohue on the back row. The cars had also 
been switched so that Mark had Fittipaldi's 
car and 0 on, the Penske and Porsche mech- 
aanics having, of course, repaired any damaged 

Fittipaldi took the lead but he got 
shouldered out by stock car men Allison and 
Pearson on the ‘second lap, Pearson forced 
hhis way past Allison a few laps later and 
they and Fittipaldi broke away from the 
rest. Just before the mid-point of the 30 
laps Emerson passed Allison and began to 


pressure Pearson, getting by a few laps later 
4s Follmer came storming up from the back 
4nd caught he and Pearson, Follmer's charge 
Soon took him into the lead and he was able 
o edge from Pearson. as Fittipaldi dropped 
back with the brakes fading again. But Emer- 
son made a big effort over the last few laps, 
Caught up the 3's deficit, and passed Pearson 
with fenders leaning on’ fenders all the way 
Through one turn and along the next straight. 
‘And as they braked down into the dropping 
left-hander that followed Emerson went into 
2 sharp spin when his rear brakes locked up. 

So Follmer won a charging race in extremely 
fine style from Pearson. who slowed drastic- 
ally on the last lap. Fittipaldi recovered. for 
‘third: from. Revson who held off a. closing 
Challenge from Foyt. Unser was sixth having 
ome through well’ fromthe back of the 
grid. while Allison faded. to 
deflating rear tyre. Then came 
his ‘car was just plain weak whi 
and Petty clouted each other in the early laps 
fand lost_time with stops. McCluskey spun 
into the Turn Nine wall and Donohue stopped 
With the throttle ‘sticking after not being 
able to get out of Inst place. 

"Again the finishing order was reversed along 
with the cars for the next grid and any bent 
ars were replaced with ihe. extra practice 
cars, Donohue again took full use of his pole 

‘tion and seized an immediately substan- 
{ial Tead from: Hulme, Johneock and. Petty, 
Donohue got himself about a second clear 
‘of Hulme ‘and the two of them broke slowly 
‘away from the others. Petty bounded across 
‘ith la 
land dropped to the back, just ahead of Fit 
the last of a. nine-car group, 
fed by McCluskey. The USAC Champion. was 
having by far his best race of the three when. 
his car started smoking badly and. he was 
black-lagged. "Then Johncock pulled in from 
his good place with a jammed throttle linkage 
and Petty fell” right. back with the same 
trouble 

'50 the race finally took shape with Dono: 
hue in ‘control from Hulme who’ was well 
ahead of Bobby Unser and the rest who were 
inva tight, nose to tail group. But Unser 0 
broke aay from the rest and started catching 
both Hulme and Donohue while Fittipaldl, 
having conserved, his brakes for 10 or #0 
laps at the back began to work through the 
five-cat group. Slowly. and” methodically “he 
cutbraked every one of them into, the fast 
‘Turn Nine and pulled out perhaps half a second 
through the long comer itself, 

‘By the 22nd lap Emerson had got by Pear- 
son for fourth which became third as Hulme, 
Who had been closing on Donohue, ran out 
St brakes and spun down to elghth, 80 It was 
‘now ‘Unser chasing Donohue and Fittipaldi 

During the last seven 
Unser halved his 5 s deficit to Donohue 
Fittipald! drove even faster, wasting not 
Sh Inch of road and coming from nearly 7's 
behind Unser to within two ticks of the wi 
Ie was fine, stiring stuff, One of those "If 
nly there were a few more laps” situations 
But Donohue prevailed from Unser and Fitti 
paldi, Pearson was another 6s down with 
Follmer climbing all over him after another 
good drive from ‘the back row. Foyt. and 
Revson were right behind George with Hulme 
catching. theet up again over the final laps, 
‘Alison was ‘classified "ninth after dropping 
back with a weakening engine which wlth 
mately” stopped. 

“The IROC must be an extremely good id 
1 was, after all, immense fun to watch, but 
it Suffered. perhaps from afew too many 
“tricky rules. Perhaps next year's knock- 
out rounds. should allow a driver to start 
in the grid position he earns either in practice 
or from the previous heat. And according to 


Penske the race will be run again next year 
‘with a considerably larger prize pot. 
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The turbo-Porsches of Donohue (right) and Redman leads the field away at the start of the final 


Six and out for Donohue 
By GORDON KIRBY Photos by CHARLES LORING 


For the sixth time this year Mark Donohue has swooshed his blue slug of a Porsche to a 
CanAm victory, This was the most complete, most unchallenged win of them all. It was an 
‘that was all but forgotten in the midst of the tumult surrounding Donohue’s 
unexpected t of his retirement. So it was that Riverside’s Times Grand Prix was 
igrand finale to Mark's most thoroughly successful season. A season in which his talents as a 
ands cratfiman were orchestrated Into the racing of the most perfect 
could hope for. 
"The race that we had hoped would develop behind Donohue was « desolate event. Both 
Scheckter and Follmer clipped some of Riverside’s old, tyre turn markers, crumpling their 
Porsches’ fronts and packing up with unmanageable machines. Jackie Oliver was another to 
lout the tyre markers, loosing all of his Shadow's nose as he did so, while David Hobbs 
pulled in with yet another cracked head forcing his Black Label McLaren M20 to overheat. 
For most of the final Brian Redman worked hard to hold second place with Vasek Polak’s 


updated 917 Porsche, but « ball joint snapped giving Brian « nasty fright 


ind Hurley Hayward 


fand his 917/10 an easy second from Charlie Kemp's RC Cola version. 


‘8 dismal procession, Only eight m 
the end of « desperately unwell CanAm year. 


Riverside hi ys been the place for the 
Southern California SCCA amateurs to fatten 
up the CanAm’s girth with their collection of 
old McLarens and Lolas. It was not that they 
‘were Uhreateningly competitive. Rather it was 
the fresh enthusiasms and sporting tone which 
they brought to the final Group 7 race of the 

But this time there were none of those fun. 


I the also-runners was the Fer- 
rari 12 entered for Sam Posey. A red car 
with 12 unmuzled cylinders and a bubbling 
‘and enthusiastic driver. (We can always count 
‘on Sam to refresh us with his vivid recollec- 

ions of some behind-the-wheel drama.) 
Rather than using the long course of pre- 
vious CanAms, the shorter 2{-mile circuit 
Which was used for last spring's F5000 race 
femploygd for the first time in years. 
Only ‘half a dozen cars managed finally to 
‘0 quicker than the best 5000s with Donohue, 

‘Of course, being considerably better than 
rest. Again Mark had both cars on hand, the 
Spare number seven machine spending most 
lurking insolently and pointedly 

‘own corner of the paddock. 

Donohue did the bare minimum of practice, 
concentrating equally as well on the accom: 
panying Carrera race. Yet he was handily and 
definitely quicker. There was simply not a 
patch of California pavement where any other 
ear could approach the 917/30. Donohue was 
the quickest and most precisely adventurous 
of all as he pressed the squatting blue car 
faround with remarkably tidy vigour. For lap 
after lap he would flick and squirt his way 
flong the tarmac in unerringly clear designs, 
holding the car in easy, tyre-chirping slips, 
building the revs and ‘letting the throttle 
catch up with things just in time to settle 
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‘cruised thelr ways carefully to the chequered flag and 


the car Into a powerfully graceful arc 
shot away down the straight. With his reg 
car Donohue did a best of 1m 10.290 s, while 
hhis handful of taps in the second car yielded 
a lap in Ym 11.487 5. 

‘Again it was Follmer and Scheckter fighting 
tenth by tenth for second-fastest, with the 
RC Cola man finally doing the better lap. 
‘The Porsche was a bit loose on Friday, over- 
steering Ks way through the tong right-hander 
that leads on to the fast sprint past the pits 
and down to the esses. But George had it 
Dalanced out by Saturday and driving as well 
as ever he came down quickly into the 11 5 
bracket, winding up with a 1m 11,6005 

Scheckter was just a hair slower, having 
‘got himself organised on Friday and doing 
mainly a few tests and satisfying laps on Satur- 
day. Jody was tidier and more at ease than 
ever, controlling the Porsche's power with a 
growing softness and surety. 1 m 11.8095 was 
the best for Vasek Polak’s number one car 
while his other car was fourth-quickest on 
Tm 13,760. This was the older 917 for 
Brian Redman, now with a 5.4-litre engine but 
still living with the old front end and its 
heavier and less stable feel. Each day of 
practice brought a new chassis breakage for 
Redman's car. On Friday the frame cracked 
‘around the collecting point where the tubes 
converge to form the upper, rear pick-up at 
the back, and then the bracket itself failed 
‘on the following day. It left Brian a little wary 
fof the morrow. 

A distinctly optimistic David Hobbs got Roy 
Woods’ Black Label McLaren M20 around with 
enough speed to worry Redman and dis- 
‘appoint the normally aspirated class no end. 
‘The McLaren had been extensively rebuilt 
ssince Laguna and yet another new engine had 
been fitted, an engine which began to crack 
ts heads on Saturday morning, although the 
team was able to do another’ of their t00- 


famillar rapid paddock engine changes. in 
time for the afternoon session, And Hobbs 

able to go just as well as before, losing 
nothing to the 917/10s either under braking 
for through the corners, be they fast or slow, 
David's fastest lap was 1m 13.868 

Hurley Hayward went better than ever with 
hhis own 917/10, finally coming down well into 
the Im 145 bracket with some consistently 
smooth and intelligent pacing. Hayward ulti- 
mately managed a Im 14.097 6 which left 
him well ahead of Charlie Kemp's best of 
1m 15.022 6, Kemp lost a Jot of time during 
practice's second day when he fell afoul of 
the. tyre markers and tore the left, front 
fender away from his RC Cola 917/10. 

There was a surprise in ninth slot on the 
grid. It was the Commander Motor Homes 
Turbo McLaren-Chevy M20 of Mario Andrett! 
which also lost a large chunk of time when 
Mario clipped the deeply embedded rubber 
markers. Andretti got in only half a dozen 
laps on Saturday, struggling. still with the 
same Firestones which had been so bad at 
Laguna, Again the tyres would slip and spin 
under any sort of rapld acceleration 60 that 
Andretti was forced to drive the car easily 
‘and gingerly, applying the considerable power 
of the MRE-based turbo Chevy while he was 
pointing the M20 in only the straightest of 
Hines. ‘But the truly rapid along the 
straight bits and there was nobody who 
doubted that this McLaren had the potential to 
withstand a Porsche attack 

Jackie Oliver was 10th: his Shadow 
looking decidedly vague and ' discouraging 
through the slower twists where its heavily 
lunresponsive steering made the car react in 
delayed and unpredictable lurches. Yet Ollie 
could get. the thing through some f 

‘of the track almost as well 


£ 


quick 
‘of Turn Nine which leads 
fon to the pit straight. Jackie managed 1m 
' but Vic Elford's turbocharged Shadow 
was over 2s slower with the awkward chassis 
aggravated by the greater power and Vic's 
practice shortened drastically by some 
chronic overheating which was to persist 
throughout the weekend despite a thorough 
cleaning of the cooling system and an ex- 
‘change of cylinder heads. 
John Cannon looked more and more at 
home with every lap of practice 
fend he got down to a lm 15.30 


his Commander Motor Homes McLaren 
MSF/M20. Cannon was the last of what we 


lesson at Laguna. Posey's Ferari qualified 16th, 
right in the midst of the CanAm backbone of 
two- and three-year-old McLaren/Lola 
variants. 

‘The Sunday morning warm-up gave Redman 
a chance to try out his Porsche with the 
chassis reinforced at both rear pick points 
with triangular plates and Follmer a chance 
to try out the replacement engine for his 
‘red practice unit. For Brian it was reassur- 
ing as he found the car back to its twitchy 
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but predictable style of Friday. But George 
did just a few laps before he came rushing into 
Turn Nine with a billowing plume of blue 
smoke trailing out above and behind the white 
Porsche. He shut off and coasted into the pits 
fearing the worst, but it tumed out to be 
only a broken oil union. 


HEAT 


The 24 cars assumed a rarely-seen ordered 
pattern as Donohue paced them below the 
Starter and projected himself immediately into 
ling lead. As they slotted into line 
slithering snake through 
blue blotch was already 
breaking free of the tight string behind. Mark 
braked smoothly into the double, right-hander 
fat the bottom of the circuit and by the time 
he was forcing the car into a slightly under- 
steering acceleration away from the comers 
hhe was clear and away from the rest. 
Follmer, Scheckter and Redman tossed their 
way through In hurried pusult, but George 
flicked his way into one of the rubber 
markers before the end of the lap and he 
peeled away from the string and drove straight 
Into the pits with the white Porsche nose 
ereased and cracked. So it was Scheckter 
who led the all too rare train of throaty, 
Tumbling CanAm cars chasing coarsely and 
raggedly after the smoothly, whistling Porsche 
of Donohue, Mark was pulling out a full 
second a lap while Jody had soon broken 
clear of the train and by the fifth lap, fling- 
Ing and thrusting his white Porsche with his 
classic panache, Scheckter began to hold 
Donohue within'a 6s margin, But there was 
ulation about his chances 
ter 


ier gone there was no hope of 
it and Donohue resumed his inevit- 
expansion of his comfortable cushion. It 
was Andretti who now led the rest, having 
Powered magnificently past Hobbs and then 
Redman and whistled off into a chase of 
Scheckter. With Jody's demise Mario found 
himself some 14s behind Donohue and half 
a dozen ahead of Redman who, by this time, 
had Hobbs breathing hotly in his wake. 

Just as we began to appreciate Andretti's 
careful balancing of the turbo McLaren it 
became obvious that something was wrong, 
With every lap he was letting the car go in 
softer motions, feeding the throttle later and 
easier, and soon Redman and Hobbs were 
on top of Mario. It took Redman two or 
three laps before he found a hole and ducked 
beneath Andretti into a fast right-hander, 
Immediately edging away into a comfortable 
second while Hobbs searched busily for a way 
‘around the turbo car. For some half a dozen 
laps David could not get by, or even beside, 
Andretti. But Mario's Firestones were deteri- 
rating ever faster and the black and red 
MeLaren shot by and into a chase of Redman 
with just five laps and 5s to go. David was 
Pushing the McLaren far better than he has 


Donohue on his way to his last ever victory. 
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ever done and in just three laps he was within 
2's of Brian, but with less than two laps to 
‘go Hobbs caught Oliver's Shadow which had 
lost time with a spin and a pitstop. Ollie was 
going as hard as he could in an effort at 
making up places and Hobbs’ passing attempts 
were hampered by a long patch of oil down 
the middle of the road which had spewed from 
Cannon's broken Chevrolet. So Hobbs stayed 
stuck in Oliver's shadow and a hard-working. 
and tiring Redman was able to relax over 
his second place. 

‘Andretti slowed drastically towards the 
fend, suill holding on to fourth place but fed 
up ‘with the struggle. Afterwards he told 
Charlie Agapiou that he wasn’t going to flog 
through the half again as long final on the 
Firestones. 

Fifth place was a Porsche battle between 
Haywood and Kemp with the latter closing 
up on occasion but not being able to keep 
any pressure on young Hurley. Oliver had 
been between these two and was just starting 
to harass Haywood when he fell victim to 
one of the Shadow lurches and ran across a 
marker rubber. Jackie lost over a lap and 
slipped to 11th. Scooter Patrick kept Haywood 
‘and Kemp in sight to finish seventh with his 
MAF, the last man unlapped by Donohue, 
Eighth was Sam Posey who drove the raucous 
Ferrari well and despite a worry about a 
broken valve spring just managed to hold off 
John Cordis" second attack. Cordts had his 
bbest race of the year with his old MSC MeLaren 
(for once it finished) and caught Posey with 
a few laps to go only to spin things away. 
He recovered ‘smartly and reeled the red 
machine in so that he was again filing Sam's 

they flashed beneath the flag, 

Cannon pulled off from a pursuit of Patrick 

‘blew mightily while team: 
mate Bobby Brown slowed while he was 
‘keeping Cannon in sight when his Commander 
McLaren ate up a wheel bearing. Elford 
struggled for a few laps before stopping with 
the “Shadow’s turbo-Chevy overheating yet 
again. 


FINAL 


‘The third Carrera race brought Joy and ex 
cltement to the hot California afternoon and 
fas the 21 remaining cars were strolled out 
fon to the grid there seemed £0 be some pros 
pects for one of the better CanAms of the 
year, Andretti's car had been fitted with Good- 
years and Cannon, with no contract problems, 
Stepped into the car for a place at the back 
of the grid along with Scheckter and Follmer. 

With his two biggest protagonists many 
rows behind, Donohue had an easy time at 
the start and as he fitted the bulbous sides of 
the 917/30 through the esses he had already 
drawn out a huge margin. Oliver came leap- 
ing through the gaps along the middle of the 
road with Scheckter thundering even faster 
from the back and slashing past the Shadow 
and into seventh before the first lap's end. 
Poor Follmer found nothing but gearboxes 
blocking his path and he folded the whole 


breadth of his car's nose against one of them 
and a rubber marker so that he drove straight 
into the pits at the end of that first lap, 
climbed out and walked away, his unhappy 
‘CanAm season finished, 

Donohue, however, was motoring on with 
‘his usual calm, efficiency and dependability 
After two laps he had more than 5s 
worth of lead to Redman who was clear of a 
smoking Hobbs. Poor David's strong showing. 
was already looking weaker and he came 
creeping into the pits the next time around 
with a head cracked and the water tempera 
ture climbing out of reach, Far from the first 
{ime that this has happened to Roy Woo 
McLaren this’ season, 


Oliver, too, was in trouble now for he had 
clouted Kemp in the midst of a comer and 
the Shadow’s nose wrenched itself away from 
the car and shattered into the air, Jackie came 
In to retire disgustedly, 
So, after just four laps 


things were be- 

ws only the race 
up, for Scheckter 
hhad thrust his way ahead of Patrick and 
Kemp and was now chasing Haywood who 
was not too far adrift of Redman. By the 
sixth lap Jody caught and passed Haywood 
tnd bogan to slowly close on his team-mate, 
But it was a slow process for Brian. wi 
pushing his car as hard as he dared, holding 
it forcefully in vicious twitches and slid 
‘And, surprisingly, there was Haywood ‘keep: 
ing both of the Vasek Polak machines within 
range even as they worked hard at fleeing 
and chasing. 

‘Around the 12th of the 49 laps Scheckter 
caught Redman and immediately made a deep 
thrust at outbraking the older car, But Br 
had no thoughts of moving over 


but then Jody 
sliced across one of those damnable rubber 
markers, tearing the left side of the nose 
apart and shooting off towards the pits with 
fibreglass dragging along the ground and 
inst a tyre. Polak’s men tried to tape It 
task and Jody packed 
up, went for a shower and a long-awaited 
ick to England. 
to take stock, With 20 laps done 
Donohue was more than half a minute clear of 
Redman who had Haywood still only 5 4 be- 
was driving hard, but still keep 
‘smooth and ordered and he had 
pulled right out of sight of Kemp who had 
assed Patrick for fourth a handful of laps 
earlier. The rest were all lapped at least once 
and it was Minter, screaming around in the 
little Alfa who was now sixth. Cordis had 
‘been showing more good form and had been 
isolated between Patrick and Minter until 
Cannon moved the turbo McLaren past the 
Alfa and caught up with Cordis’ yellow 
McLaren. But just then Cannon came in 
with @ weakening engine to be followed a few 
laps later by Cordts with a similar problem. 
From then on t nothing much to 
it, Redman finally started pulling away from 
Hayward only to have the car slash into a 
nasty slide at the fastest point of the back 
Hraight when @ wishbone Ball joint snapped. 
‘Then Patrick came coasting in with the drive 
sheared. It was like the fading hours of a bad 
Le Mans. The sun was sinking, casting deep 
shadows from its harsh orange mass and 
aggravating the tired tone of this final CanAm, 
‘Donohue’ slowed right down over the la 
dozen laps, allowing Haywood to stay we 
within the ‘same lap as the Sunoco Porsche. 
It was a slow tiresome ending to a race that 
hhad promised considerably more. 


‘Avant Grant Prin; igri Canam 


2Fom Dutton (7.4 Mekaren-Chavrsig MBR), 


See 
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‘Start of the final with Syd Fox (18) snatching @ quick lead from Derek Lawrence (56), Stephen South (138) and John Bicht (140) in front of 
Donald MacLeod (109) while Joubert, Arnott and Wicken all try for better grip off to the left 


SNETTERTON 


Lawrence’s FF festival 
at his second attempt 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


‘This time it was Derek Lawrence's tur 


From Sear of the first lay 
Festival final at Snetterton on Sunday, he led the cream of 
aps, crossing the line around two and a half seconds abet 


Pictures by MIKE DIXON 


of the Formula Ford 
country's competitors for 
fof the battling duo of Donald 


MacLeod and Syd Fox. 1 had been a waiting game for most of the top runners, for naturally, 
the iden was not to win @ heat but (o be at the right place towards the end of the prospected 


25 lap final, Sure enough, It was all the 
Fox being followed by Robert Arnott 


‘of four cars tun, Organisation ws 
‘entered into some str 


ru 


fengines were removed to Boreham for 


entry for this second Formula Ford 
tival to be run by the BRSCC inclided 
nearly all the chief contenders in FF over the 
feason, only Ted Wentz, Richard Morgan, 
Frank Hopper, Stuart Baird and Peter Harring 
ton being the well known ones to be missing. 
Untimed practice for the 140 competitors was 
held on the Saturday during which the grids 
for the four fivelap hats were ascertained 
‘On unoficial timing, conversation seemed to 
revolve round Richard Sterne, who was hand 
timed into the low I m 37 5, whilst no one 
even got into the 38 s. Equally, however, 
conversation reflected that few people ex: 
pected the South African to last 43 laps with 
‘ut spinning. Conversation also covered with 
envy Ted Wentz, much coveted Formula 
‘Atlantic drive presented to him the previous 
evening, the festivities of the BARC dinner 
and dance also taking its toll, A steady 
stream of damaged cars eliminated themselves 
from the running, the saddest being the two 
smart SHARP rent-a-drive Royales which were 
brought In from the Esses within two minutes 
fof one another with considerable damage. 
Proceedings opened with the heats over 
five laps. Donald MacLeod (Van Diemen- 
Scholar AF73) and Roger Manning's Aircall 
Elden-Piper Mk 10 argued the first lap of 
their heat, Manning getting by the Scottish 
Grovewood award winner at the Hairpin, to 
lead the first lap from MacLeod, Peter White 
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ly boys at the end of the day, Lawrence, MacLeod, 
jraham Cuthbert, the I 
for Ralph Firman’s nearby Van Diemen enterprise with a second and 
im the hands of 

Wee procedures to ascertain a final entry, 1 
‘80 close to dusk as to be shortened by five laps. The weather stayed mainly dry although 
the track only dried on the line for one race, being 
handful of spectators turned out to watch mainly excellent racing. A 
day which was enjoyed by many, although the fin 

trip, but proceedings at the prize giving were well 
hhandled by Norman Greenway, who keep the spectators ex 


ye BRSCC East Angl 
ting in the final being 


jamp almost throughout, whilst only a 
ize giving ended the 
Positions are provisional as the first two 


lently Informed throughout the 


(Palliser -Rowland | WDF2), Hans Binder 
(Merlyn-Toldmotor Mk 24) and Graham Cut 
bert’s Van Diemen-Scholar AF 73. Cuthbert 
rocketed up to second by the Hairpin on lap 
two, to lead across the line by the end of the 
lap from. Manning, MacLeod, White and 
Binder. Cuthbert had the lead again on lap 
three, until halfway through lap four when 
Manning reasserted superiority £0 lead across 
the line, very closely followed by the Scottish 
champion. White spun off at Riches on the 
last lap involving MacLeod, so Binder was 
next, MacLeod fourth, with American Chris 
Mudge (Merlyn-Scholar Mk. 20A) fifth from 
Mike Young (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 24) and 
Robert Joubert in the third Van Diemen- 
Scholar entered, 

‘The second heat saw Derek Lawrence in 
his Titan-engined Dulon take an early lead 
from Patrick Neve (Lola-Scholar 1340) and 
‘Tift Needell (Elden-Scholar Mk 10), but Neve 
slipped back to the next dicing bunch after a 
moment, and while Needell led down one part 
Of the circuit, Lawrence nearly always got it 
back after Sear. However, on the last lap, 
Lawrence muffed his effort at Riches, and also 
almost lost it at Russell so Needell won. Neve 
became involved with Roberto Alvarez (Hawke- 
Close DLI), Dennis Shattuck (Elden-Piper 
Mk 10) and Matthew Argeoti (Merlyn-Scholar 
Mk 24), Alvarez taking control on the last 
two laps 


Heat three had Richard Sterne (Dulon-Row: 
land MPI5) taking an appreciable lead from 
Bob Arnott (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 24), who in 
turn ‘was clear of John Bicht (Hawke-Lloyd 
DLI1) and Roger Orgee’s MRE-Rowiand, 
While the latter was eaught by Rob Wicken's 
Merlyn-Piper Mk 17A, Arnott was slowly tow: 
Ing his way up to Sterne, finally passing on 
the home straight on the last lap although 
the two cars were side by side at the end, 
Heat four looked like being an excellent win 
for Stephen South (Ray-Rowland 73F) after & 
Rood start, but although Jay Pollock on his 
third engine of the weekend in the Crosslé 
25F, was close up, by the end of the lap, it 
was Roger Bruce-White challenging South’ in 


Eee sie 


‘After 20 laps, Derek Lawrence looks as though 
hhe’s earned his garland and prize money. 
his Dulon-Bright MPI5. However, Syd Fox 
‘was there (00, and by the end of the next lap, 
Fox had taken his Hawke-Lloyd DIL along 
side South for the lead into Riches. Richard 
Hawkins held third in his Titan-Titan Mk 6 
for a while but spun it away at Sear, so Bruce- 
White and Richard Eyre (Dulon-Davron MP 15) 
disputed third, the latter taking it, Hawkins 
finishing fifth 

‘After lunch, the first of the semi-finals over 
10 laps seemed excellent value, a different 
driver leading each of the first five laps, 
although thereafter it was Derek Lawrence ali 
the way. Cuthbert led off the line to the 


19 


home straight, but across the line on lap one 
it was Shattuck {rom Cuthbert, Neve and Jou 
bert, while MacLeod was delayed by Needell 
xetting an atrocious siart from the wer middle 
‘of the front row position, and poleman 3 
fing losing first gear and delaying much of the 
field. Cuthbert was leading by the hairpin on 
lap two bur it was the South African Joubert 
leading lap two at its end, trom Neve, Cuth 
bert, Shattuck and 17-year-old Cheis Barnett 
(Royale RPI6). Next lap and it was Cuth- 
bert's turn to lead Neve from Joubert with 
next lap belonging to Neve from Cuthbert and 
Lawrence, another to be hopelessly delayed 
by a slow start. Lawrence it was next time 
round, opening up an immediate gap to Neve 
who was delayed by an incident, second be- 
coming Cuthbert's. However, the Belgian Jim 
Russell instructor took secund two laps from 
the end, allowing a Van Diemen trio to fight 
‘out thied, Joubert taking the place from Mac 
Leod, who had driven very well to climb from 
fifteenth on lap ong, Cuthbert and Mike Young 
(Merlyn-Scholar Mk 24), all very close. Roge 
Manning pulled off immediately in seventh 
With a very tight engine having been higher 
with Shattuck’s similar car next up 

Th the second semi final, Stephen South gui 
an -immediate good lead while Syd Fox got 
Involved in first Rob Wicken, then John Bicht, 
but he finally dragged himself up to be chal 


lenging South very closely by the end. Bicht 
came up from seventh co dice with Fox, 
Wicken and Eyre, eventually. finishing third 
with Eyce fourth, Wicken losing the dice but 


leading Richard Hawkins and Orgee. 

‘And.so to the final. During the second semi 
final Roger Manning had been offered an 
javier Elden-Piper to his own Mk 10 and the 

ising. club then felt that they had to go 
round and collect signatures allowing him. 10 
run, The resulting delay cost the race Ave 
laps ax it was getting dark. 

South, Lawrence and Fox were the first row 
followed by Neve and Bicht from Joubert, Eyre 
and MacLeod, Lawrence didn’t get quite such 
{good start as the other two but was second 
Into Riches behind South with Fox mex up, 
although the latter began to experience some 
braking problems with the bolance slightly 
wrong. By Sear, Lawrence was in a lead he 
wasn't to lose and the end of the lap he was 
followed by South, Joubert, Hicht, Fox, Arnott 
MacLeod and Cuthbert, South retiring to the 
pits with an electrical short. It was really 
now down to who was guing to be second for 
Lawrence had already opened a small gap to 
second) man Joubert. This sort of bunch 
Usually allows the leader to pull out and it 
Was going to be interesting if anyone could 
also break feee and chase Lawrence. 

The aforementioned bunch continued to dice 
for the lead, being joined by Richard Hawkins, 
although Fox nearly always led at the end of 
the lap. Joubert fell out of the bunch with 


ees: 


_~ 


With Lawrence already passed and second man Cuthbert also away, the third placed man dice 


Donald McLeod and Robert Joubert's Van Diemens lead Patrick Neve's Lola, Roger 


Manning's expiring Aircall Elden and Mike Young's Merlyn. 


& moment while MacLeod, Fox and Cuthbert 
asserted themselves at the head of Hawkins, 
Eyre and Bicht, for Arnott had been slightly 
dropped by now. Behind him came Binder 
and Chris Barnett who was to slowly slip 
down the field with both engine and handling 
problems 

Half distance and Lawrence still had about 
34» lead over Fox, MacLeod, Cuthbert and 
Hawkins, then 2 small gap 10 Eyre 
another gap to Arnott for Bicht had 
together with a back marker at 
evencually stopped with derangee suspension, 
Eyre, t00, had a moment 0 dr09 him below 
Arnott so it was Fox, MacLeod, Hawkins and 
Cuthbert behind the flying Lawrence at half 
distance with Arnott next up followed by Eyre 
then Binder and Barnett still dicing although 
the latter was beginning to lose touch. Around 
12 laps, the bunch began to drop Cuthbert tou, 
leaving Hawkins, Fox and MacLeod to contest 
the position, while Arnatt slowly caught Cuth 
bert. Around Is laps, Hawkins. had. a 
moment a: Russell leaving just Fox and Mac: 
Leod to tow themselves back to Lawrence but 
they only had two laps to go. So it was up 
10 who was to be second. On the last Jap Fox 
took Mackeod on Norwich straight, and. Mac 
Leod then took him back going into the Esses, 
and while Fox tried to" get beck again at 
Coram, it was MacLeod all the way. Arnott 
fot the better of Cuthbert although the Scots 
man never let up. Hawkins recovered to finish 
In sixth, while Binder slowly heuled himself 
lup to overtake Eyre. Denny Sha:tuck had a 
steady run without any dramatics (0 finish 


ninth from teammate Roy Klomfass in Ted 
Wentz” normal Elden, who had just scraped 
into each of the rounds as he became more 
used to the car after a long lay-off. What of 
early front runners Neve and Joubert? The 
Belgian’s master switch came off when run: 
ring tenth while fellow Jim Russell man Jou- 
bert deposited his car up the bank at Russell 
after his earlier moment. The leading seven 
‘cars were all welghed ‘and MacLeod's and 
Lawrence's engines were taken to Boreham 
while the rest of the competitors adjourned to 
make merry, receive some prizes {rom Tarmac 
and Wella (all provisionally) and Lawrence 
received the Paul Hughes Trophy in-memory 
of the former Formula Ford mechanic killed 
earlier this year in a road accident. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Bad conditions 


Last Saturday at Brands Hateh, two very rare 
and totally unrelated sets of’ cireumstances 
‘occurred which together made the day's rac- 
‘ng almost unique. The first was a mathemati- 
‘cal one which made Richard Robarts and Tony 
Brise equal points holders after the final round 
of the Lombard North Central Formula 3 
‘championship. The second was. meteorological 
and organisational, and led to a scene at 
Brands unprecedented for many years as cars 
blasted round in the almost total darkness and 
teeming rain, some with headlights on, some 
without, and finished with Gerry Marshall's 
Firenza’ sitting oa top of the bank at Cl 
ways, yet still having won the race—the con- 
fusion eerily Mluminated by violet flashes of 
Hightning. 

Sunday morning at Brands Hatch was no 
place for fair weather enthusiasts—and the 
Foreboding sky promised more treats as the 
first Formula Fords came out to practice just 
before 9 am. The entry had been divided 
Into two races by the organisers of the meet- 
Ing. the Maidstone and Mid-Kent MC, but as 
most of the aces were at Snetterton, both 
rids were somewhat sparse. Practice was 
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stop racing 


naturally rather dramatic with lots of standing 
water on the track and John Narcisi was one 
who had problems, a sticking throttle and re 
peated inlet manifold bothers finally culoinat- 
Ing in_an excursion into the bank at Druids 
resulting in a bent steering rack 

Practice itself was undertaken very 
promptly, and the whole meeting with its 
ambitious tight schedule of eight races was 
characterised by the speed of turnround—not 
however quick enough as events proved. Four: 
teen cars formed up on the grid at the start 
of the Formula Ford race. Don Smith in his 
Merlyn Mk 20A was on pole position with a 
time of 66.4 s, and he was flanked by Barry 
Aitkenhead in’ the Rostron and Brian Song- 
hurst’s RP3 Royale. As the flag fell Song- 
hurst outdragged the field into Paddock but 
by the end of the first lap Aitkenhead was 
firmly established in a lead he was never to 
Jose. AS they completed the first lap Aitken: 
hhead led from Songhurst, Don Smith's Merlyn 
Mk 20A, Peter Owles’ Merlyn, Narcis.'s 
Rostron," John Dadswell's Macon, Tony 
Mundy’s Jamun and Freddie Jack's Merlyn. By 
the second lap the leading five had pulled out 


] significant gap between themselves and 
Dadswell. Smith then spun away third place 
and restarted last—to begin a climb up the 
field which finally rewarded him with fourth 
place. On lap four Narcisi, who was driving 
with great determination took Geof Iles’ 
March’ for third just before Paddock. Farther 
down the field a great scrap was developing 
between Dadswell, John Brick (Elden Mk 10), 
Mundy and Tony’ Howard (Merlyn Mk 17), 
Brick finally getting the upper hand to 
finish eighth. At the start of the eighth lap, 
‘Owles took Smith for fifth place in front of 
the pits, but was quickly reinstated in his prior 
position. All this time Songhurst had been 
shadowing Aitkenhead, and as they went 
through Kidney for the last time he made a 
bid to get by, but the door was firmly closed 
and Aitkenhead's Rostron took the flag from 
Songhurst; Narcisi, Smith, Illes and Owles. 
Race B for Formula Fords contained some 
of the same faces from the first event, but 
Peruvian ex-Bob Bondurant pupil, Jorge 
Koechlin, in an Elden, was on pole position, 
with a 63.2 s Next to him were the familiar 
pair Songhurst, who had a new engine for 
this race, and Altkenhead. The start was 
greeted with a few fleeting rays of weak sun- 
Shine as Koechlin tried to jump the start and 
Jost ground on Songhurst into Paddock, He 
did not waste much time in reinstating him- 
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self however, and established himself before 
Druids in a lead fer to lose, totally 
dominating the 1 proceedings. Aitken- 
head and Songhurs ‘never able 10 get 


fon terms with the Peruvian, who having taken 


round was won in convincing fashion by Mick 
Osborne, who claimed the Oselli Trophy in 
r wyfeld Mini from pole position. 
Osborne just beat Phil Johnson for Paddock 
bend and was never seriously challenged 
‘again, pulling out nearly 2 3 a lap on his 
pursuers who were principally Johnson who 
was eventually demoted to third by Doug 
Fisher in the Charon Miglia. 

Fourth race of the afternoon was the first of 
the two special saloon car events. Race A 
‘was run for up to 1000 ce cars, and it was no 
furptise to. see John Homewood on pole 
position with a 64.6 § practice time, He was 


{trying Out some new low profile wets which 
he was adamant only worked if the track 
was flooded, and not having intermediates, 


he did not’ have a choice. He went very 
well in practice however, carburettor prob- 
Tems at’ Lydden having’ been sorted out 
and “with the Imip's superior traction 
in the damp conditions getting him to 
Paddock first, the 1973 Kent Messenger 
champion extended his lead convincingly to 
the finish, Down the fleld however, there were 
ome exciting tussles going on. For third the 
Imp/Mini duel between Mike Chapple in his 
ex-autocross car, and Syd Ryder’s Mini was 
raging by the third lap, carrying them away 
from the pursuers led by Colin Selvage's 
Cooper S, while Mike Gurnow's Mini was a 
Tonely second. By lap nine Chapple had 
shaken off Ryder and was pressing Gurnow 
for second—but the first four cars finished 
in ¢he order they had been in since the second 
lap, and Homewood was a deserved victor 
after a tremendous display of driving. 

‘The tragedy at Thruxton last weekend cer- 
tainly did not dim the high standard of racing 
now very evident amongst the mod sports 
entries, A fast and keenly fought race was 
‘won in immaculate style by John Pearson in 
the VRM Race Engine Services Lotus Elan 
from John Evans in another Elan. The race 
‘was highlighted however, by another fantastic 
performance from Richard Jenvey in his super- 
Charged Midget. He left the grid last havi 
Incurred a 10 s penalty for push start, but 
forging ahead in fine style, he picked up four 
places on the first lap and continued to pass 
everyone in sight. But after catching John 
Dudiey’s WRA engined Marcos 3000 on the 
seventh lap, who, in turn, had just disposed 
Of a very determined Richard Gamble, Jenvey 
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Robarts goes into the lead of the F3 race from Brise, Wilds and Taylor. 


tried first the inside and then the outside line 
fon the main straight, before finally taking 
Dudley with an amazing manouevre on the 
last lap at Paddock Bend to finish a strong 
third on the road; although demoted to sixth 
{in the final results. Richard Gamble’s Midget 
finished a strong fourth behind Dudley. 

‘At 12.30, the scheduled start of practice for 
Formula 3 contestants, the rain which had 
hitherto. merely. threatened, came down in 
‘earnest for several minutes to completely re- 
Soak the track. Practice was thus full of 
Incidents in preparation for the 30 lap high- 
light of the day. It was stil just possible for 
Richard Robarts or Russell Wood to clinch the 
Lombard title, this last round counting for 
double points. Brian Henton was lent the 
ex-Jean Ragnotth March from the works for 
this race, as Ensign are now definitely out of 
business on the production side. It was Wel 
Formula Ford champion Ted Wentz’ first time 
‘out In Formula 3, driving the Elden F3, and 
he qualified ninth fastest after an exciting 
moment at Clearways. Mo Harness, in the 
March 733-Brown was fifth fastest after going 
out on the wrong tyres, bending a top wish: 
bone and dinging a wheel. The right hand 
corner of the car was rebuilt for the race but 
hhe was never entirely happy with it. However, 
most serious shunt of the session occurred 
Ait the exit from Paddock where Rod Smith lost 
it im a big way and totalled bis GRD in which 
he was trapped for several minutes before 
being cut out of the car. Tony Brise’s practice 
session in the Holbay Kent Messenger March 
produced another pole position with a time of 
49.6 s. Mike Wilds went very well to qualify 
second fastest in the immaculate Dempster 
Holbay March, whilst eventual winner Richard 
Robarts got on to the outside of the front row 
with a 50s dead. In all 16 cars lined up for 
the 3.40pm start, after “Teleco” in the 
March 733-Brown "had a practice shunt 
Robarts' Myson March outdragged the feld 
into Paddock and was hounded round a very 
twitehy first lap by a determined looking Brise 
who was closely’ followed by Ian Taylor's 
March, Mike Wilds, Mo Harness, Russell 
Wood (March-Novamotor), Brian Henton, and 
the rest of the feld, Brise very nearly got 
inside Robarts at Bottom Bend on the third lap 
‘and it began to look very much as though he 
‘was about to make off with the race. Russell 
Wood had by now moved up to fifth place 
ahead of Brian Henton and Mo Harness, but 
fas the race settled down Brise dropped back 
from Robarts’ exhaust and steadily into the 
clutches of the lan Taylor/Mike Wilds dice 
for third place. On the 16th lap Henton took 
Harness for fifth and on the next lap attemp- 
ted to get inside Wilds at Kidney—meanwhile 
‘Wood was pressuring Henton, and on the 18th 
lap these two attempted to take Clearways two 
abreast—the cars touched and Henton's March 
flew up in the air and slid across the track into 
the bank damaging the wing and the oll tank 
Both retired, and both were credited with 
fastest lap, 49.6 s, no mean achievement in 
the damp conditions. Meanwhile Wentz who 


had been running Lith but severely 
the Elden at Druids on the 17th lap. 

‘Still the front runners remained in their 
same positions—only the relative distances 
changed. Brise was now losing a lot of ground 
to Robarts, and on the 22nd lap whilst exiting 
from Clearways, he spun on some oil dropped 
from Henton's shunted March, and Mike Wilds 
was through into second place. Robarts was 
driving a superbly controlled race, probably 
the finest of his career against some of the 
best opposition in the formula, and had 
‘virtually unassailable lead over’ Wilds. Brise 
Was making no impression at all, for with two 
laps to go, Taylor had him in his sights, and 
with some’ spirited driving, caught and passed 
Brise at Clearways as they came round for 
the last time. Robarts thus completed a 
masterly drive during which he never put a 
foot wrong. He was followed home by a 
spirited Wilds and Taylor, and a dispirited 
Brise, apparently suffering from fuel pressure 
problems. Mo Harness was fifth and the last 
Lnlapped runner, while Tony Rouf's GRD was 
sixth, a lap behind. Everyone got down to 
their’ sums immediately and came up with a 
similar answer—a mathematical tie, but Bris 
hhad the title on the most wins. 

in the gathering gloom "the B side" of 
the’ special saloons formed up on the grid. 
The foreboding sky gave some inkling of what 
was in store as Nick Whiting’s FVA Escort 
outdragged Mr Marshall's Blydenstein Firenza 
into Paddock, and then the Escort and the 
Firenza appeared in Bottom Bend, superbly 
crossed up, with Gerry breathing into. the 
Escort’s boot, and second time through Druids, 
it was Gerry's corner. The time wi 
time for the elements to take 
already gloomy scene be 


his lights on, and 
the back of the circuit” was attempting. to 
‘signal the pits to stop the race, This incred 
ible scene Continued however, as the rain fell, 
owt of the sky and some cars still had no 
sadlights on, Marshall shared the view held 
by many. that the race should have been 
stopped earlier—"If I think it’s too dan 
erous, It's got to be dangerous,” and even- 
tually ‘one could vaguely discern a chequered 
flag being held up just as Marshall had gone 
through to. start his sixth lap, He 

‘appeared again, The Firenza was hard and 
‘on the bank at Clearways in the company of 
fan Anglia and a Mint in similar predicament 


PETER NEWTON 
Pars 


swuntue (Same Mini, bm 
Ease ithe Sa 


2 


Bill Lake overtakes in the 1902 


Fewer retirements in this 
year’s London-Brighton run 


By JOHN BOLSTER Pictures by HENRI SAUX 


The Brighton Run never loses its appeal and 
every year it has tar more spectators. than 
fany other motoring event in the world. This 
year, by a near-miracle, t assembled miles 
‘and ‘miles of smiling faces, at a time when 
our City streets have been thronged with 
miserable people, all naturally depressed at 
the grave news, Yet, all was gaiety on. the 
Brighton road and never have so many happy 
enthusiasts welcomed thelr favourites, the 

There had been rain in the early morning 
which we all dread, but it was dry and quite 
Warm as the cars assembled in Hyde Pack 
The police had permitted 270 instead of the 
usual 250 cars to start and it was delightful 
to hear the slow-revving engines warming up, 
with clouds of blue oll smoke deifting tazily 
fon the breeze, while the expert drivers pand 
fered to their temperamental charges. Already 
there was trouble and C. R. Lynam had 
send out for a replacement for a burst tyre 
He managed to get one in time and was 1 
be seen, some hours later, struggling with a 
serpent in the form of a broken belt from his 
Sunbeam Mabley, much nearer to Brighton 

‘As 8 am approached, Herr Kern swung the 
starting handle of the 1893 Cannstatt-Daimler, 
of which the lamps heating the platinum 
nition tubes had already been lit, tt started 
Instantly and. the cirious rear-engined car 
With @ centre-pivoted. front axle, ‘moved Up 
(0 the fine and was flagged off in a sudden 
sharp shower of rain, which did not persist 
‘The Cannstatt selects its “gears” by tighten 
ing flac belts with jockey pulleys, the final 
drive being by large internally-toothed. gears 
Instead of the more usual. chains 

‘As I drove the 1903 Panhard to the starting 
line, several frantic men were still trying 1) 
get their cars going. J. R. Garrett was chang 
{ng the plug of his single-cylinder Pick and 
No A. Trasler was winding his Humberette, 
while J. Cole appeared to be removing the 
carburetter of his Benz Though the rain had 
Stopped the roads were still remarkably slip- 
pery, everyone driving carefully as we 
the ‘Park, Almost: immediately, P. T. Gold: 
smith had to stop and attend to his. 190; 
Panhard, while Mrs Banfield's 1901 Durkopp 
was in trouble. In Victoria Street, J. Schofield 
was waggling the gearlever of his 1902 Renault 
im perplexity and D. J. Goldsmith had stopped 


2 


Paris-Vienna Mors of 9.5 litres 


Benz, but Bill Vaux 


Smith in his Renault, at Kennington Road, 


Paris-Vienna Mors and i 
ersuade the spectators 


> push the giant 


it looked incomparably 


A. Reece stopped | 
lée running, while 
A. S. Dunning was attending to his De Dion 


breakdowns than ever before and one could 


John Hampton's 1903 Ps 


rive for miles without seeing a stationary 
veteran. Our Panhard had a stirring race with 
John Hampton's similar car and. also. with 
the Balls family in their Oldsmobile ‘curved 
dash runabout. The light American 2-seater 
could out-siog us on hills but we had him on 
‘maximum speed, thanks to our high top gear. 

Very early cars, particularly the Benz and 
lus derivatives, have to be stopped from time 
fo time for ‘routine maintenange, such as 
greasing the exposed big-end, which may have 
been the reason for B. Ruckwarth's stop at 
Brixton Hill with the 1895 Benz from 
Germany. S. 0. Ripley's De Dion was laying 
a smoke screen at this point. 


As we left London by Thornton Heath and 
Croydon, the traffic was particularly heavy. 
The police and the RAC did everything. pos 
sible to make things easy for us but some of 
je modern vehicles were going s0 slowly 
that they were baulking the Veterans, Though 
my car was running. magnificently, wi 
tunable to equal my average speed of last 
year. It was noticeable, too, that the power: 
ful 4-cylinder cars that started after me were 
‘Rot catching me up, apart from Brian Good: 
man's S:litre C.G.V;, which thundered past 

Thornton Heath, "We, in our turn, were 
Deginning to overtake the’ solld-tyred early 
primitives which had started half an hour 
before us. Among these, travelling at its 
usual stately pace, was the 1896 Lutemann, 
which is always hard pressed to reach 
Brighton before the 4 pm closing time, 
Remarkably, it had not gained anything on 
the Cannstatt of 1893, which was. going 3 
little faster when we ‘overtook it at West 
Croydon. 


Still very few cars were in trouble, though 
the Gladiator of W. F. Watson had’ had its 
bonnet removed and R. Clapham's 1901 De 
Dion was being investigated beneath the seat 
Alan Dakers, the Renault PRO, was travel: 
ling rather slowly in a 1900 model of th 
make. It was very sad {0 see that A, Martin\'s 
De Dion had broken down Irreparably and 
been put on its trailer, after coming all the 
way from Holland 

My non-stop run to Brighton Is only pos 
sible because Rosemary, my wife, has evolved 
a method of topping up the oll without slow: 
ing the car. In the rear seats, Henri Saux and 
Michael Bowler were proving. themselves 
‘equally skilful at pouring liquid. into. glasses, 
as well as photographing the events of the 

Alter a misty and rather dark period, the 
weather finally relented and the Sussex fonds 
were bathed In brilliant sunshine, Hentl re 
marked that this wax probably the only 


Aurosront entry 
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‘Above, the start, The oldest cars in the run about 
Stuart’ Bladon as passenger in the Cannstatt-Daimler. Below 


‘about passes other competitors. 


Tom Lightfoot at speed in his 1902 Mercedes. 
aS da 


» * 
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to be flagged off. Centre 
‘on Oldsmobil 


Herr Kern with 
‘curved-dash run 


Brighton run in which the drivers got sun- 
burnt! We were overtaken by the Mercedes 
of R. A. Collings and Tom Lightfoot, but 
Collings’ @-itre machine then stopped to 
Investigate a split tyre wall, though it was 
possible to continue to Brighton at reduced 
Speed. R. R. Loder's 1898 Stephens had had 
most of its bodywork removed at the side of 
the road, probably for transmission repairs 

‘Steam cars are not noted for thelr reli- 
ability and so it was pleasant to see N. R 
Cole sailing up the hills near Brighton in the 
Gardner-Serpollet. This car has now aban 
ddoned its erstwhile habit of throwing a terrify- 
ing. pillar of flame from the rear-mounted 
boiler. As always, one admired the athletic 
efforts of the trieyclists, who had to supple. 
ment the power of their engines with a lot of 
pedalling ‘on hills, H.C. Ansell's Quadrant 
Was. particularly noted in this respect and 
B. J, Williams was seen restarting his Pro 
gress Quad with violent pedal work and an 
Assistant running behind, A machine at 
present called a 1901 De Dion Engined Car, 
for want of better identification, entered by 
C. P. Hayward, was seen being urged up a 
hill by its swearing passengers. 

‘As I drove down the Madeira Drive at 
Brighton, I was astonished to see how few 
“ars had arrived before the Panhard, a mere 
7 hp voiturette and carrying four people. 1 
had taken 17 minutes longer than usual and 
presumably other drivers were even worse 
Gelayed by the heavy traffic in the earlier 
part of the run. The enthusiasm of the spec 
tators added greatly to the pleasure of driv- 
ing in the event and thelr favourite seemed 
to be Stirling Moss in the fast 1903 Daimler. 

‘After most welcome refreshments at Lord 
Montagu's party, I set off to drive all the 
way home, into the wilds of Kent. 1 covered 
the course of the Brighton Run in reverse 
as far as Gatwick, to see who was struggling 
jm late, and once again there were only a 


few breakdowns, though some of the cars 
were evidently’ hurrying in after being 
delayed. The Miniature Velox of D. H. Pack 
jam was finishing strongly, a tiny car with 
a low, underslung chassis that I have not 


Seen before. ‘The aforementioned Lutamann 
was much farther back and seemed a doubt 
Tul finisher, but B. W, Garrett gave me a 
thumbs-up ‘signal _as he, chuffed ponderously 
along. Mrs M, Garrett's Gladiator was at 
Bolney with a front tyre off and to finish in 
time seemed impossible, In contrast to the 
earlier part of the run, the road seemed less 
Crowded than usual as time Was running out, 
which pave the late arrivals a better chance 
Of finishing 

T left the main road and took to the 
Janes of Sussex and Kent, 1 was soon driving 
through a tremendous thunderstorm of almost 
loudburst proportions, Dusk came, the oil 
lamps were lit, and I pounded on through the 
deluge, the raindrops feeling like needles 
against my face, The absurd thing is that 
Toved every moment of it, which would no 
doubt be certified as insanity by any two 
doctors. 
© Only thirty cars retired this year. 


The 1903 Panhard of John Bolster, from which 
the run was covered and photographed after 
safe arrival in Brighton, 


ma 


Rod Chapman, who did a fantastic job to pull up to tie with Taylor, slides his Escort round 


Devil's Elbow behind Stig Blomqvist. 


LYDDEN 


Chapman ties with Taylor 
for Ford; but Dafs star 


By PAUL KING 


Pictures by JOHN BICKNELL 


‘The outcome of the 1973 Embassy European Rallycross Championship couldn't have been 


closer. At the end of Saturday's Grand 


inal at Lydden the works assisted Ford Escort BDAs 


of John Taylor and Rod Chapman tied on points, Taylor being declared champion on account of 


his 


Weekend, Jan de Rooy's BDAcengined Dat 88. taking & 
ml took the top hohours in Sunday's muddier meeting. 


Saturday while brother Harry's similar c: 


igher number of wins. However, It was the Dafs who were the most successful team of the 


win over Rod Chapman on 


Organised by the instigators of the European series the Thames Estuary AC, Saturday's tele- 


vised event was held ink 


I conditions, the track being hard, but not too dusty, which 


made for some very close and spectacular rallycrossing, the conditions ideally sulting the 
larger capacity cars. There were one or two unnecessary-looking Incidents on the track 


between the various 


sountries, but everyone was good friends again at the prizegiving In the 


evening at which Embassy announced the welcome news that there will be another Embassy 


European Rallycross Championship next year, 


Saturday's “Grand Final” commenced with 
John Taylor leading the Embassy series from 
‘Austrian Franz Wurz by 5 points, who was 
4 single point ahead of Rod Chapman, Stig 
Blomqvist was next up with 51 points, three 
‘ahead of Jan de Rooy, With double ‘points 
olng to the fastest fifteen, over half a dozen 
drivers had a chance of winning the cham- 
plonship, 

‘The entry was hardly changed from the 
British round in September (even the pro- 

ramme was the same). John Taylor had his 


Usual pair of Haynes of Maidstone Escort 
BDAs, the addition of a roll bar on the rear 
fend Gf the 1994 cc model Improving the 
handling, while the 1800 version, which has 
served him well this year, was kept as the 
Spare this time. The Stormont transporter 


for Rod Chapman, while the 
was as usual in the hands of Ron 


Douglas, 

‘September's winner, the popular Austrian 
Franz Wurz, had his usual green Peter Kiss 
Racing Porsche-engined VW, while the much 
lightened Saab Scania 96s were in the hands 
of Swedish rally aces Stig Blomqvist and Per 
Eklund, The two forceful Dutch drivers Jan 
and Harry de Roy had two litre BDAs in 
their Dafs this time. British Leyland Inter- 
national brought along an Amal carburettered 
1400 Mini for Hugh Wheldon, which he is far 
more happier with now, and a Morris Marina 
for Dutch team driver Dart Lybrechts. 
Brother Wim also Kad a Marina, not the type 
you see on the road, but a 3.5 Rover engined 
‘version, prepared and entered by the Special 
Tuning’ Division, A third works 1400. Mini 
‘was entered for Nick Jesty this being of the 
5 port head variety, while their other works 
driver Dave Preece has now fully recovered 
from his nasty accident from September, al- 
though he was unfortunately reduced to. the 
role of spectator (as was the marshal who 


cry 


1nd possibly on a bigger scale. 


was also involved in that nasty accident) 

‘Two groups were despatched from the start 
line, except when the television cameras were 
whicring when caly one group of cars were 
let loose. A newcomer to the Lydden rally- 
cross scene, Paul Northall got things under 
way with an easy win in his Triumph GT6, 
although John Button’s smart Volkswagen 
was 42 5 quicker In winning the second 
farcup. Three cars took turns in leading the 
second run: from the start Wout Couwen- 
berg led cn to the chalk, and he held a tenta- 
tive advantage until the last lap when the 
Dutchman's Escort BDA ran wide at the 
Elbow letting Brian Stabler's Lex Motor Co 
Mini by, although just before the finish Don 
Githam's se-prepared Mini twin-cam got by 
to take the flag 03s ahead of the more 
ccaventicnal Mini. However in so doing, 
Gilham blaw tis engine and he was reduced to 
4 spectator for the rest of the weekend, John 
Welch seems to improve with every meeting 
and he ran away from the opposition in the 
second group, his Escort BDA now being 
fastest with 3 m 08.1 5. 

However that just had to be beaten on the 
next run for Taylor was up against Harry de 
Reoy, Blomqvist and Jesty. The Daf 
simply scorched cff te run, and it. took 
‘Taylor three laps to make up the ground, the 
Escort hitting the front last time through the 
chalk to the delight of the English contin- 
kent, the Britisher finishing 0.6 s ahead of the 
Daf ‘with 3 m 03.1 s. The Saab didn’e quite 
hhave the hcrses to stay with the EDA-engined 
cars although Blomqvist did establish a res- 
pectable 3m 5 5 dead. However, still the 
leadership wasn’t settled for Chapman, Wurz, 
Eklund and Wheldon came together. The VW 
just had the advantage over the Escort on the 
first lap as Eklund scattered the barrels at the 
chicane fighting quite a moment, getting 
things under control in typical Swedish rally 
style, as Wheldon trailed. Wurz led as they 


went into their last Jap, but the Austrian 
left an Escort-width gap ‘at the hairpin and 
Chapman was through to win with 3m 018s 
‘executing a big spin across the finishing line 
and narrowly missing the bank. Wurz was 
4 second behind but 1.5 s ahead of Wheldon 
who managed to pass the Saab during its 
Jong moment. Tim Reynolds led home the 
slower second group after Theo Jansen's VW 
spun away its lead at pits on the last lap. 
Harry de Rcoy wasn’t really very quick on 
his first run for he had no one to really push 
him, aftér Dutchman Kees Hendricks had quite 
@ mcment with his Selko Canon Team Escort 
BDA, which lasted frcm the chicane to the 
chalk, The Minis just weren't going to be 
‘competitive in these dry conditions as David 
Angel in his 1340 Mini took a narrow victory 
ver Dick Reifel's Team ADR v VEN Volks- 
wagen in 3 m 10.5 s, However Guy Deladriere 
again showed good form with his yellow 
land rather battered Porsche 911 beating Ron 
Douglas by a hefty margin in the second 
group, Wins by Rudi Muller's 1800 Alpine 
and Gecrge Warren's Escort didn’t alter’ the 
leading positicn, but the winner of the next 


run di. The consistent Tom Airey hurled his 
1400 Mini round in fine style to show the 
ether BL users that it could be done, record: 


ing 3 m 04.4 s to complete the top five behind 
Chapman, Wurz, Taylor and Jan de Rooy, 
Gary Streat’s 1393 Mini finished second to 
Airey, 4.1 s down but still good enough to 
slct ia t0 ninth place behind Wheldon, Blom- 
Qvist and Jesty. There were no dramas or 
Super times in the remaining runs, Bruce 
Bamber, David Potter and Chris Hartnoll all 
talking victories in their various capacitied 
Minis. 

Without delay, the second runs got under 
way with victories for Button, Northall and 
Haken Blixt’'s VW, there being no surprises 
there, Chapman was late arriving for the 
axt run, in fact so late that the green light 
was flashed as he came out of the Paddock, 
the run being quickly red flagged 10 he could 
join Jan de Rooy, Wheldon and Blomqvist 
The Daf made another utterly fantastic start, 
pulling away from the Saab to the tune of 
2.1 5 as Chapman struggled with the timing 
slipping, retiring to the Paddock on lap 3. 
Jan’s time of 3 m 00.6 % was absolutely 
unbeatable, while the Swede’s improvement 
put him in third place behind Chapman, 
Wheldcn improved by 0.6 s but it wasn’t 
‘enough to change his overall position, How: 
fever, It was the next run which produced the 
most action bringing together H. de Rooy, 
Wurz, Jesty and Taylor. The Daf spun first 
time ‘cn the chalk being hit by Jesty, the 
Mini managing to craw! back to the Paddock, 
while the Daf was in an immovable position 
in the middie of the chalk. The run was 
stopped and restarted with Tim Reynolds 
taking over de Roy's place, there being & 
long encugh delay for Jesty io effect repairs 
‘on his Mini. This time it was Taylor in 
trouble, the Haynes Escort retiring to. the 
Paddock on lap 1 with a problem in the 
fear selection dept, Then Wurz stopped around 
half distance, an’ Austrian film crew soon, 
fon the scene for their hero to explain that 
the petrol pump had packed up. All this left 
Jesty with an easy win, but although he 
improved on his time it demoted him a couple 
cf places as others also improved. 

One of the causes for Jesty's demotion 
was Deladriere who got his Porsche going 
well to stop the watch at 3 m 043 5, to beat 
Eklund. Ronnie Douglas clipped 7.7 ¢ off his 
time to also demote Jesty a place, winning an 
incident free run, Tom Airey often gets landed 
im less competitive groups, and with little 
‘opposition be failed to improve ‘and thus 
dropped three places. It was still anybody's 
championship as they went into their third 
and final runs on the Embassy European 
Rallycross championship, with Jan de Rooy 
leading from Chapman, Blomavist,  Wurz, 
Taylor and Wheldon, The final runs were 
cing to be highly competitive. 

‘The leading five cars in the championship 
were the leading cars so far except in reverse 
order with the exception of Chapman and 
Blomqvist. After a couple of inconspicuous 
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runs Stabler got things going well after being 
last cut of the chalk and when the Minis of 
David Jones and Brian Streat fell over each 
other at the Elbow, Stabler found himself in 
‘@ comfortable lead and heading for temh 
place with 3 m 04.5 s. Airey also made a mess 
Of the start but although he got to the front 
hhe could only equal his second run time drop- 
ping a further place to finish ninth. The 
newcomer to the leading ten was Joha Welch 
‘who put in a splendid performance, bettering 
hhis previous best time of 3 m 081 s by 
4.9 5 to land sixth place. It was on this run 
that the serious looking accident of the week- 
fend took place when Len Payne (Mini) did 
the famous trick of hitting the bumps at the 
chicane all wrong and slammed into the bank, 
the driver emerging unscathed. However back 
to the plot; the remaining positions and the 
championship were decided on just two runs, 
‘The frst involved Jan de Rooy, Deladriere, 
Wure (with a new fuel pump fitted) and 
Chapman. Again with the Daf's superb start 
there was just no one to hold him as the 
‘Austrian VW spun into retirement at the 
Elbow on lap 1, and the Porsche spun just 
before the chicane as Chapman barged his way 
through, Chapman caught the Daf, but here 
must have been some fiendish plan arranged 
for the Daf proceeded to visibly hold up the 
Escort through the bends, this being confirmed 
by de Roy's slow time of 08.1 5, There was 
 steward's inquiry afterwards but it came to 
nought. 

Harry de Rooy also played a part in the 
plan, He was up agains, Taylor, Wheldon and 
Blomavist, After a false start, Taylor managed 
to lead the Daf on to the chalk but the 
Escort slid wide and everyone got past with 
Harry now pulling away, In trying to make 
up for his mistake, Taylor came the closest 
he'll ever be to rolling the Escort when he 
erally drove through the barrels at the 
chicane and almost did a somersault before 
landing on four wheels again. However, it 

jems a spent steering arm caused the 
excursion, and even Taylor looked pretty pale 
ffter the incident. The drama wasn't over yet, 
however, for then the leading Daf developed 
‘& punctire and as It slowed on to the chalk 
de Rooy moved across right in Whekion’s 
line and the Minicman went flying off the 
circult and nearly down the bank. He almost 
collected Blomavist too as he came out of 
the chalk. Needless to say with the drama of 
these two runs no one Improved but what a 
way to finish the series, 

‘And 40 Jan de Rooy won the Grand Pinal 
‘and gained double points from Chapman, 
Blomqvist, Wurz and Taylor, Wheldon drop- 
ping to seventh ahoad of the only Porsche. 
Although ‘Taylor and Chapman tied with 81 
points, Taylor collected the £750 and a 
frophy as he won more rounds. Wurz and 
Jan de Rooy both finished on 78 points, the 
‘Austrian having the better form while Blom- 
@vist was only a point bebind them. It was 
really very clos 

"Although not well publicised, 
successful first European Rallycross series, 
with a fine ending if a ttle fraught at times 
with the sponsorship again from Embassy and 
the guiding hand of TEAC’s Ken Kaye and 
Tony Tomasi who put the championship 
together, next year should be better stil, 
‘They'll ail be there again. 


SUNDAY 


‘Sunday's event was more spectacular for the 
spectator (after overnight rain) bug much 
slower for the driver as the cars slithered 
faround on the greasy chalky surface. It gave 
‘the Daf team a clean sweep, Harry getting 
the better of Jan de Rooy this time by 4.7 s. 
Tt was left to Tom Airey to offer anything in 
the way of @ challenge to the foreigners, sal- 
vaging fourth place behind Stig Blomqvist 
who of course was revelling In the snowdike 
conditions. 

‘Blomqvist’s driving style was a pleasure to 
watch as he put the Saab through some 
Seemingly impossible angles at the Elbow, 
chasing Harry de Rooy on their first run. The 
‘Swede was rewarded on the Jast lap when 
the Daf ran wide at Pits and clipped Mabbs 
‘bank which was to be the downfall of many 
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competitors. The Sasb's time was 3 m 38.6 5 
Which was to remain fastest of the first cuns 
lunder half a second ahead of H. de Rooy. 
Jesty finished third, to hold tenth after round 
1. Per Eklund was also showing that he 
knaws all about deiving in these conditions, 
0.7 5 separating him from the leading Daf as 
the Saab took a fine win over Douglas whose 
46.2 put him in eighth place on the comple- 
tion of the first runs, Tom Airey finishing 
third, the Stormont Escort out of contention 
for the time being. 


Jan de Rooy, Wurz, Taylor and Stabler 
came together and by finishing in that order 
after a rather uneventful run although the 
Escort was pushing the VW hard, the quartet 
held fourth, ffuh, sixth and ninth places after 
the opening runs, Keith Ripp's triple C Rip- 
speed Mint was leading its run until he 
perched himself on the top of Mabbs, the run 
being stopped while he was manhandled 
down to ground level again. On the re-run 
‘Trevor Hopkins's Escort romped away to stop 
the timekeepers watch at 3m 44.9 5, second 
quickes; Escort and sandwiching Taylor and 
Douglas, Chapman being temporarily stuck in 
the Paddock with no oil pressure on the 
Stormont Escort and having to miss the first 
run, 

‘Mabbs Bank was a constant source of 
worry for some drivers, quite a few recording 
no runs for sliding the wrong side. John 
Welch was one who went straight over the 
top as did John Smith's Escort on the first 
run of the day. 

‘With the runs being held one at a time for 
safety’s sake it was decided to have only two 
runs as there was a special demonstration at 
the end of the meeting, more of which anon, 

Harry de Rooy settied the issue for the 
Dutch team by bettering his time by 104 s 
fas the track started to dry. Wurz gave vain 
chase but retired at the Elbow after a spin 


leaving second place to Blomqvist 0.8 s abead 
of Taylor. 3 m 347 s was Blomavist’s time 
to finish vhird for the second time of the 
weekend, Taylor doing likewise by finishing 
fifth. Jan de Rooy had to play second fiddle 


to the slippery conditions by leading Eklund 
past the chequered flag, the Swede being 3} s 
behind, although his time wasn’t quick 
‘enough to improve his position. In fact he fell 
to sixth dn the overall placings, while Douglas 
survived @ nudging match with the Saab at 
Pits, 3.3 8 behind although out of the top 
ten on this occasion. 

‘Tom Alrey quietly and efficiently got down 
to the task in hand, and when he flashed 
across the line ahead of Brian Stabler, the 
watches stopped at 3m 35.4 5, another fine 
placing, fourth overall being his 1 
Deladriere celebrated the winning of his run 
and seventh overall by spinning at the Elbow 


Saturday. 


Varied machinery: Dutchman Dick Riefet's VW leads Johan! Kynsilehto's Alpine at Lydden on 


on the slowing-down lap, Wheldon being 
tunder a second behind to finish eighth ahead 
of Jesty who finished behind the apple farmer 
fon the run and in the final order. Will 
Gallop's Mini was left to its own devices 
after the similar cars of Mick Bird and Dave 
Fuell retired, and just crept into the bottom 
of the top ten by recording a 39.9. 

‘The best was yet to come, however, for 
someone hada brainwave to put the leading 
Grivers in thelr opponent's cars for two four 
Jap races. The first featured Eklund in Jan de 
Rooy's Daf which he promtply spun coming 
out of the Paddock, Taylor in the Wurz VW, 
Dutch Harry in the Wheldon Sport head 
Mini and Wurz in the Haynes Escort, Elelund 
streaked away, but Taylor soon got the hang 
of the German machine powering through at 
the chicane on lap 2. The Mini nearly put 1 
Haynes Escort into Mabbs Bank, the Austrian 
never really at home with BDA power, very 
rarely getting the right side of the dreaded 
Mabbs. Taylor ran out the winner with Ek- 
lund right behind, de Rooy finishing third, 
Wheldon was a little upset afterwards as the 
Mini had been revved to nine grand and the 
oll pressure had disappeared, 

‘The second celebrity group comprised of 
Blomavist in the other Dal, while Jan de 
Rooy took over the Blomqvist Saab, Chapman 
being in the other one, while Wheldon had 
his frst taste of rear-wheel drive with the 
Douglas Escort, the Chapman model still 
being short of ‘oil pressure, Blomqvist used 
the Daf's extra traction to lead but he was 
‘shadowed all the way by the two Saabs which 
4id-a spor of cheating on each lap by going 
the wrong side of Mabbs. However, the Daf 
did it all wrong at the Elbow on lap 2 and 
was demoted to third behind the Swedish 
ears, Wheldon soon having to retire from last 
place with a puncture, On the last lap they 
were as one, the Daf also cheating at Mabbs. 
‘As they came down the meadow for the 1 
time de Rooy was feading, but Chapman 
wasn’t going to have that and promptly cut 
the corner to win by a couple of feet, 


sy Corapean, Raliero Champiomhi 
Be i 


26 


Dealer Team Vauxhall 
Sportparts. 


Demonstrations given 
most weekends. 


One of the nice things about DTV 
Sportparts is that you can see them in action 
most weekends. Either on the race track or the 
rally circuit. On DTV Team cars and private 
entries. 

And because DTV Sport Dealers are so 
enthusiastic about the sport and their com- 


petition parts, many of them compete themselves. 


With great success, But only with hardware that 
they sell over the counter to any Vauxhall owner 
who shares their love of the sport. 

‘This way you get fully proven and reliable 
parts, Parts that you can fit yourself or have 
fitted during a full race/rally preparation 
service that your DTV Sport Dealer will 
carry out for you. 

Like the popular examples he 


Race/Rally Sportparts. 
Special gas-flowed cylinder heads. 
Fuel injection equipment. Special carb. 
kits and manifolds. Special exhaust 
systems. Heavy duty clutches. Limited 


slip diffs. Competition brake linings and 
discs. Choice of axle ratios. Heavy duty shock 
absorbers, Roll bars, and seat belts. Negative 
camber kits. Lightweight body panels. 
Performance camshafts. Oil cooler kits, Dry sump 
kits, Fire extinguishers and cut-off switches. 


Rally Sportparts. 

Sump guards. Lamps and brackets. 
Map reading lights. Heavy duty alternators. 
Heavy duty suspension parts. Fuel tank guards. 
Mud flaps. Map pockets. Fly-off hand brakes. 


Another nice thing about Vauxhalls, 
especially OHC Vivas and Firenzas, is that 
their in-built reserves of strength com- 
bined with the expertise of Dealer Team 
Vauxhall, give you a highly competitive 
machine that doesn't cost you a fortune. 
Results prove it. 
There are now 19 DTV Sport Dealers 


where you'll get an enthusiastic welcome. 
Cee / So why not pop round for a chat? 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


RAC Rally shortened 


—hut cancellation unlikely 


A statement issued by the Royal 
‘Automobile ‘Club on Monday 
night has confirmed a request for 
the rally to be shortened. Al- 
though no route change details 
are yet known the overall ri 

rlleage will be cut by more than 
200 miles and it is likely that 
‘at least two special stages will 
hhave to be cancelled as a result 


On Tuesday November 6th no 
further cuts to the rally appeared 
necessary. The RAC are in 
constant communication with 
the Government over any possible 
oll-shortage effects and there can 
be no guarantee that the rally 
will take place until mach nearer 
the start date 


Improved STP Galway Rally 


Next year’s STP International 
Galway Motor Rally (over 8/9 
10th February) should benefit 
from greatly increased sponsor- 
ship—the total prize fund plan 
ned to be & most encouraging 
£4,000 has already reached 
£5,200, First overall will be 
eligible for £1400 plus 
trophies, The Galway Motor 
Club organised event, with new 
Clerk of the Course, ‘David Ray, 
will be based at "Leisureland, 

Ithill, Galway and. the rally 
mileage Js an impressive combi 
nation at 680 total with 380 
miles of that as special stages, 
95 per cent of which will be over 
tarmac with two single stages of 
36 miles" duration, subject to road 


Robert Ward's BMW shows just how 


closings. The Galway will be 
based at the same locat 

each day's motoring of 
hours (five in darkness) on 
Friday, eight hours’ daylight on 
‘Saturday and six hours’ daylight 
for the Sunday run, Tempting 
inducements t0 take part include 
free entry, accommodation and 
passage for a limied number of 
Cross-channel crews, service cars 
fand crews and a reduced ferry 
rate for others. There will be a 
free reception for eross-channel 
crews on Thursday February 7, 
and of course, a free celebration 
after the rally. Regulations are 
now available by applying to 
Rally Headquarters, Leisureland, 
Saltway, Galway 


fast the tar stages are. 


Vandervell and Savile in © & S cars 


‘Two of Clarke and Simpson's 
four RAC Rally cars will be of 
extra casual interest to spectators, 
with co-driver Jimmy Savile in 
fone car and racing driver Colin 
Vandervell who will be co-driven 
by journalist Andrew Marriot in 
another. Vandervell went well on 
{ast year’s rally with a Mexico 
until gearbox failure and this 
time his car will be a very much 


more competitive 175 bhp RS1600, 
‘Sponsored by Triplex. Savile 
will be co-driving Jill, Robinson 
fand thelr car should be instantly 
recognisable with yellow, purple 
and orange paintwork. The other 
Clarke and Simpson prepared cars 
Barry Lee's Centre Hotels 
car and the Motoreraft supported 
car for Finland's Markku Alen, 
to be co-driven by Ilka Kivimaki 


© Rumour hath it that there will 
bbe a number of competitive Opels 
offered to likely lads with either 
money or a sponsor for next 
year's British season. Do you 
think that they will get together 
and call themselves DTO? 
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@ Simea CG Coupes scored a one- 
two success on the Rallye du Var 
held last weekend. Results were: 
1, Fiorentino/Gelin (Simea CG) 
6h 32 m 45 s; 2, Saliba/Ryder 
(Simea CG) 6 h 42 m 34 5; 3, 
Fallin/Schilder (Alpine “Renault 
1600) 6 h 48 m 15 5. 


Kleber-Wheelbase awards increase 


Kleber Tyres Limited have 
decided to increase their Kleber: 
‘Wheelbase Rally Scholarship rally 
expenses grant by £2,000 (0 a 
figure of £4,000 after the Scholar- 
ship Judges’ recommendation. A 
works prepared Ford Escort RS 
1600 will again be the Scholar. 
ship car, this time on Ioan to 
the winner. The car shell and 
other parts will be insured 
by Kleber and the car 
will be trade-entered by them. 
Kleber will also provide the 
winner with tyres free of charge 
for all the selected rallies and 
Ford are again offering £500 of 
spares to the winner. The two 
Funners-up in the 1974 Scholar 
Ship will receive £500 for second 
place and £250 for third place 
fn cash from Kleber as a contr 
bution to the rally expenses. This 
is a change from the 1973 awards 
when free tyres were offered for 


selected rallies, Referring to the 
changes In the 1974 award, 
Chris Sclater, this year’s winner 
‘said, “Tne cost of rallying in a 
G2 car, especially in some foreign 
events, is expensive, as 1 now 
now. Next year's | Scholarship 
winner should be very happy with 
this excellent increased rant.” 


The nominated events for the 
1974. winner will be decided by 
the Judges at the time of the 
award, which has now been fixed 
for 27th November at the Sky 
Hine Hotel, London Alport. The 
Judges will be Brian. Rodbins, 
Henry. Liddon, John Davenport, 
Barry Gil, Mike Greasley and 


Peter Ashcroft. representing 
Stuart Turner. The Judges have 
indicated that they will. recom= 


mend a greater emphasis to 
national rallies in the nominated 


Esholt sewage 
works ready for 
great influx 


wo million pound insurance 
policy, has been taken out by 
Bradford Corporation to cover 
any damage which might result 
from the passage of the RAC 
Rally through the now famous 
Esholt sewage works, Just to be 
fe the stage will be divided 
nto four sectors each with a 
marshal In charge and they will 
be linked visually and by the 
emergency service radio link of 
Bradford City Police who will be 
operating communications 
control unit. Linked to the system 
will be units of the Bradford and 
West Riding Ambulance services 
as well as St Jchn and Red 
Cross field stations, Two major 
fire appliances will be supple 
mented by auxiliary Land-Rover 
units. Well known race com 
mentator Peter Hamilton Smith 
will again provide a running 
description. A speed meter will 
be recording competitors’ pro: 
ress at one of the fastest points 
of the stage, Another, as yet 
Undisclosed stage, is planned 
along similar lines, believed to 
be ia Shropshire, and the Fire 
Services there have been practis- 
ing for the past week with scrap 
cats, putting fires out and cutting 
open car’ roofs—an operation 
which ‘they can now complete 
in under one minute, 


© Randal Whittal-Williams has 
purchased NTU SSL, lan Har- 
Wood's Rover V8 powered Escort 
which contested” the earlier 
rounds in this year's BTRDA 
Gold Star series. Harwood was 
advised to lay off rallying until 
& recurrent back injury recovered 
after his roll on the Trident 
Rally. Tony James of Wrexham 
tested the car on a rolling road 
recently and found it’ was 
developing 155 bhp at the 
wheels 


Cahal Curley 
for Lombard & 
Ulster Team? 


mt 
Ae 


| 


1t has been rumoured that Cahat 
Curley —Adrian Boyd's most 
determined rival—might be 
joining Boyd in the successful 
RE. Hamilton-operated Lombard 
‘and Ulster Rally Team. if this 
occurs it ik likely that both 
Arivers would share equal status 


Works Daf on 
RAC Rally 


There will be one works Daf 
appearing on the RAC Rally in 
the form of a 66SL prepared to 
G2 specification for Wim and 
Kees Luijbregts, two brothers 
who have scored class wins on 
the TAP, Welsh, Manx and the 
12 Hours of Ypres, The Gulf 
supported Daf, with 1148 ce 
Renaule engine, develops 85. bhp. 
A privately. ‘entered Daf 55 
Marathon will be running on the 
rally in’ the control of Sandy 
Lawson of Oxford and co-driver 
Geunda Eadie, This entry will be 
eligible for the Ladies Prize. 
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(WHIZZO) 


Williams races and rallies for us. We race and rally 
for you, to gain the experience and expertise you 
require when purchasing Sportpart. 


For your Sportpart requirements phone Cliff Race, 
01-684 3686 


GN (Croydon) LTD 
380 London Road 
Croydon, Surrey 


SQUEALS ON WHEELS 


RYLAND VEHICLE 
GROUP 


YOUR SPORTS SPECIALIST 


RYLAND STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 

‘WARWICKSHIRE 
Tel: 021-454 8111 


SPORTS—SALES—SERVICE—SPARES 


EY HAMILTON MOTORS 


ow) LONDON LTD. 
\==/ 466 490 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON, W.2 


Most Sport Vauxhalls available for 
immediate delivery. 
For all your Vauxhall Sport equipment 


Telephone : 01-262 7211 
Expert advice at all times 


the Champions ! ! 


CASTROL/BARC HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 


SUPERCHARGED MINI COOPER 
11 WINS, 10 HILL RECORDS 


STP PROD SPORTS CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 
‘st OVERALL 
GEOFF TILL—MG MIDGET 
14 WINS, 7 LAP RECORDS 


CASTROL/MN GT 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
‘2nd OVERALL 
‘1st 1300 CLASS 
LYNDON THORNE—ALDON ALL 


Aldon can offer you the 
best in 


Rolling Road setting up, 
development 
GP 3 car/engine building— 
MG—Lotus— 
Jensen Healey 
Race engine/gearbox 

. VB—FV) 
TC—BMC—Hewland 
Spridget/Mini—full race 
equipment 
Aleybars—supply and 
fitting 
Engine balancing, reboring, 
machining 
Tuftriding, crack testing 
General machining and 
fabricating 
Cylinder head modifying 
Lotus spares stockists 
BMC S/Tuning stockists 


ion ad aldon automotive Sump sno 


BREENER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STATION DRIVE 
Say no more !! Off BRETTELL LANE 
BRIELEY HILL, STAFFS 
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Special stage 


BMW Austrian 


‘The latest developments on the 
Austrian Alpine affair seem to be 
that BMW Motorsport have not 
yet finished with their quest for 
ustice and are likely to continue 
with the matter to the CSI alter 
getting their protests rejected by 
the Austrians. Most strange was 
the relection of the second pro 
test when the Austrian. national 


body "refused to consider it as 
they maintained vhat at tha 
moment in time, Warmbold was 


already excluded by — having 
wrongly approached the previous 


protest 


control 

Following the CSI Rally Group 
meeting in the beginning of 
October. the CSI has asked me 
FFSA (the French national body) 
to examine the evidence against 


Jncques Cheinisse, the Renaul 
Alpine team man d con 
idee what possible action could 
bbe taken against him. { 

alleged action in blocking the 
road. If the CSI are nct satisfied, 
then they will consider ordering 


1000 Minutes 
cancellation 


‘The 1000 Minutes Rally in 
Austria, a counter in the Euro: 
pean Rally Drives Championship, 
Was cancelled the other weekend 
In the most unusual circum 
stances, Just two days before 
ie'was due ¢o. start it was 
discovered that the relevant 
‘authorities had not given the 
permission to use toads for 
special stages so the organisers 
decided to chase them up. They 
ware told that it witt impossible 
so the rally was announced. as 
Cancelled but behind the scenes 
the keen organising club were 
Still trying to get things done 
‘and in the middle of the evening 
previous to the rally, they saw 
the man in the right ministry 
and he gave the OK, The rally 
could be held after all but most 
of the competitors had gone 
home and s0 for the second time 
Kt was cancelled and this time 
for Rood. 


Successful end 
to rally school 


The Ulster Automobile Club in 
conjunction with Lombard and 
Ulster and R. E, Hamilton have 


just finished a very. successful 
session of rally schools which 
have been on Wednesday even: 
ings. Last Wednesday for a 
finale they had a foram which 
hada large panel chaired by 
Plum ‘Tyndall ‘which comprised 


‘Tony Mason from Fords, Malcolm 
Neil from the Circuit of Ire 
land, Adrian Boyd, Cahal Curley, 
Joh Davenport and John Foden: 
The audience was no less 
distinguished with such weil 
known Northern Ireland persona: 
lities as Esler Crawford, Terry 
Harryman, Richard St’ John 
Young, Robert Taylor, Frank 
‘Main and most of the BEC sports 
programme staff amongst the 
mixture of students and general 
Public who attended. Both the 
panel and the audience were on 
Rood responsive form and the 
Fesult was’ a very. enjoyable 
evening. 
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New co-drivers 
trophy from Halda 


Halda in Sweden have just 
announced that they will award 
gold trophy at the end of this 

The 


latter now. works for Haldex AB 
as a consultant and has been 
responsible for much of the 
excellent informative booklets 
that Halda now. produce. The 
Halda Tripmaster mounted on a 
plinth 


‘Above: Ni 


~ Goodyear rally tyre 
—'195/70 x SRI3 G500 Ultragrip. 


After testing by Barry Lee and 
Tony Pond the new tyre t# said 
to have an all-round performance 
increase. Below: Chris Sclater 
tyre testing before the RAC 
Datsun at Bagshot. A Dunlop © 
the left, Kleber on the right 


Walter Boyce wins POR 
to give Toyota first win 


Canadian Champions Walter 
Boyee/Doug Woods driving 
Toyota Corola 1600 Coupe drove 

’= convincing win {n the World 
Manufacturers” Championship 
Press on Regardless Rally which 
finished last’ weekend in Alma, 
Michigan. At the finish of the 


Rodgers/Erik Brooks. 
fifth with a Datsun. Both Jeep 
Wagoneers, of Gene Henderson 
and Erhard Dahm, retired on the 
Same special stage during the 
Second eg with blown engines 
Walter Rohrl (Porsche Carrera) 
failed to start and Edgar Hermann, 


finished 


1700 ‘mile 80-stage event Boyce finished well down with a Subaru 
was 20 minutes ‘ahead of the 1300 Coupe, The team of Polski 
1425" of James Walker: ts won the manufacturers 
Panes Third’ wes, the teem prise, Boyce’ win, with tn 


2402. of John and Carol 
closely followed by John 
Buflum and Wayne Zitkus driving 
a Ford Escort RS1600. John 


Toyota provided the Japanese 
manufacturer with thelr first 
Vietory on a World Championship 
event. Report next. week. 


© 


. 
2 - 
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Points leader — Nigel Rockey Second man — Russell Brookes, 


Mexico series still undecided 


With just two rounds in the total possible 108); Russell 
Mexico rally championship left to. ‘Brookes 82 from 9 (102); Bob 
fun overall victory can still go to Bean 72 from 9 (83); ' John 


Nigel Rockey, Russell Brookes or Edward-Parton 72 from 11 (4 to. 
Bob Bean, Each has already won drop, $8): John Barter 53. from 
RS 1600. rides for winning 9; Dai Roderick 28 from 


Roland Young (Allitt’s) 23 from 


us “quarter” champion- 


hips. The two events left are 5; Keith Watkinson 22 from 6. 
the “Taunton” and. the Virgo Andy Dawson is now back to 9 
Galaxy, both road events. Points from 1 event, He had previously 
are as follows: Nigel Rockey 95 scored $8, but these were di 
points from 12 events (7 to drop allowed. 

Starting with the RAC Rally, be Mogil Motors of Stirling LVX 


953) running to & similar speck 
ficaticn to the other works Milk 
Sponscred. cars 

© Semperit will again be attend: 
ing the RAC Rally with a fully 
equipped service unit to assist all 
Semperit shod competitors. The 


Ford Advanced Vehicle Opera 
tions will begin operating a credit 
cand scheme allowing competitors 
quick access to a wide range of 
parts which will be moved around 
with the rally in a Transit mobile 
parts store. Potential Rallye Sport 


Eredit card. helders have been final itinerary of servicing points 
Sted by FAVO for local RS will be made available at the 
Gealers to contact. Present plans York start, Any interested parties 
faclude only international events should contact: Mr T. F. Lailey 


at Semperit (UK) Ltd, 
Avenue, Slough, Bucks 


bbut if the programme proves suc St Paul's 


cessful it’ is hoped to extend 
the facility so that it can be 
erated by individual dealers 


Border result 


(report lost week) 


local level 
© The insurance cover note re. 
ceived recently at The Scotsman 


newspaper offices covering their 


entry of Andrew Cowan in. the 
RAC Rally” read “for twelve 
hours only." They hope the 
mistake is not a bad omen for 
their entey as the duration of asia 
Andrew Cowan's 1972 run was sinteet ay 
‘not much” more than twelve 


hhours athe rally. The ear will 


E. $. STOCK MOTORS LTD. 
The BEST equipment to take with you when you a. 
go rallying is of course a VAUXHALL ! ! 7 
WE ARE THE VAUXHALL SPECIALISTS, 
FOR OUR EXPERT ADVICE CONTACT 
E. S. STOCK MOTORS LTD., Main Road, Copdock, nr. Ipswich. Tel: COPDOCK 555 (047 386) 
Comprehensive range of spares 


NOW APPOINTED 


VAUXHALL SPORT DEALERS 


SPORT PART STOCKS 
TUNING EQUIPMENT 
DEMONSTRATION CARS 


SPORTS DEALER FOR 
NORTH EAST ENGLAND 


J. S. ROBSON 


FRONT STREET, CONSETT 
Telephone: 02072 2957 


Large stocks of new Vauxhalls and sport parts for 


Tel: York 25444 


immediate delivery 


ome) KONI: 


JOHN ALEY 


the winning 
F.LA-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS shock 
absorbers 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
HE JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER BAR. 

WHY? Wha all-over bar has been 

proved, appr 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS, FROM, £2250 
‘AERODYNAMIC "5p £15 


ordinary" models for "C10.76. 


BY POPULAR DEMANO— IRS OF ROLLOVER BARS 
MENE'S PROBARLY A SYOERIOT IN| YOUR AREA 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
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GP Rallye Sport Centre 


LLOYDS OF 
STAFFORD 


Ses ae 
23/29 STONE ROAD, 
STAFFORD. 
Tel: (0785) 3438. 


Our service and parts vehicle will be available to 
‘competitors on the RAC Rally 


OUR ENTRY ON THE RAC RALLY WILL BE 
LAURIE RICHARDS AND LINDA JACKSON 


THOMAS MOTORS 


Don Davidson (lying equal 3rd in the Escort Championship). 
For spares contact : Peter Wilson 
Tel: Blackpool 63337 


of 
GIBBS BROTHERS 
(Tredegar) LTD. 


SIRHOWY BRIDGE, TREDEGAR 
MONMOUTHSHIRE 

Tel: Tredegar 2252. 

Mexicos, RS2000s in stock 

Comprehensive SAVO parts 
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BRISTOL STREET MOTORS 
No 1 IN THE MIDLANDS 


RS 2000 IN VARIOUS COLOURS 
FOR EARLY DELIVERY 


OTHER MODELS IN STOCK 
Comprehensive range of AVO parts 


For our expert advice 


Telephone 021-622 2777 


lye Sport Centre 


a 


Correspondence 


Petrol substitute 
in racing 


With the crisis in the Middle East, it seems 
that there is going to be a cut in the oil 
supplies to this country; this will cause all 
forms of motor racing to come to a stop, 

‘You may have seen the programmes some 
months ago on BBC TV about the energy 
crunch, Well why doesn’t somebody develop 
fon the ideas? The one which impressed me 
‘was hydrogen and oxygen being used as & 
fuel. Hydrogen (carried) and oxygen (from 
fir) reacted together like the petrol air mix- 
ture used in the conventional internal combus 
tion engine. This was done by s couple of 
students in America. The engine was the 
Internal combustion type with a few mods 
to the carburetter system thus keeping the 
cost very low. There was no pollution, the 
waste product being water. 

Obviously the big engine companies will 
amiss this as the oll cuts will be stopped 
eventually, but what happens when the oil 
runs out? 

Maybe the FIA could develop a formula 
without using petrol with a huge amount of 
money at the end to give the developers 
Incentive, When this becomes successful Just 
Imagine the publicity and fame given to motor 
racing-—the grandstands will be packed 
Luxe. Kem Jovnson. 


More correlation 
between formulae 


When one considers how carefull 
for each form of motor sport 
‘out, it seems strange that there is little cor 
relation between each of the various formulae. 
I feel that the lessons learned in Top Fuel 
‘drag racing, for instance, could be of use in 
trying to solve current Fi problems, since the 
racing in both cases is equally fast and dan: 
erous, 

If all the recent deaths in FI are studied, 
t seems, invariably, that the driver died be: 
‘cause he could not be recovered from his car 
Quickly enough. This delay resulted in death 
either from asphyxiation or from injuries 
which the medical services might have been 
able to cope with 


ever this problem is discussed, sug: 
fare always concerned with making 
Femaval from the cockpit easier. However, 1 
think. thi 
wrong more practical to 
Femove the surrounding obstructions (le, fire) 
than to try to get at the core itself. Return. 
‘ing to drag racing, a proof of the wisdom of 
this approach was in Roland Pratt's Funny Car 
accident. Here the car lost control at 160 mph, 
Dut because of the nature of its design, the 
engine and body came away from the cock: 
pit, and the driver was able to walk away 
afterwards. Obviously it is not intended that 
the car should quickly disintegrate thus, but It 
does demonstrate the advantages in having 
the body, engine and cockpit independent. 


It would be impossible to design an FI 
car like this, and I realise there are many 
practical objections, but 1 do feel the basic 
concept could be applied. If in a crash the 
fuel cells and engine could be easily di 

connected (ie, by the driver), then the fi 
marshals would merely have the problem of 
cutting away at the all-enveloping roll-cage 
lunit, whose strength would have ensured that 
the ‘driver would not have suffered serious 
injuries. 1 know this sound very glib on paper, 
but 1'do think it is more feasible than trying 
to design an " ope the means of en- 
abling the driver to be lifted straight out. 

‘Ascot, BERKS, DaviD IRELAND. 


the rules 
fe thought 
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Rethink on points 


‘The time has surely come to look again at 
the system of giving double points in the 
final round of a championship. In the past 
two years we have seen two drivers lose a 
Formula 3 championship because of a bad 

in the final round and another driver 

2 disproportionate number of points 
for winning that same race. Both Andy Sut 
cliffe and Alan Jones must be cursing the 
Person whose idea it was as it means that a 
Tong hard season of trying and winning can 
{20 to waste because of one race right at the 
fend of the same season. 

‘Why give double points for the final round 
only? Why not give double points for the 
first round, of for every second round, oF 
every round at Brands Hatch, or why not give 
hhalf points for the last round? I suppose the 
answer to the first question is two-fold : (a) 10 
ensure that drivers stay on to the end of the 
season and do not take up skiing ; and (b) to 
Induce ‘@ more competitive spirit. by giving 
more drivers the chance of winning the cham 
plonship. I'm sure that there are many drivers 
‘who do not worry about the double points and 
that It has not affected their decision to carry 
on racing to the end of the season, 

The ridiculous situation could arise where, 
Jn an eight-race championship, a driver can 
win the frst 7 rounds at 20° points apiece, 
and then lose in the last round because an: 
other “competitor, who has been second in 
every other round wins the final round and 
ets 40 points and wins the championship, 
because his fellow competitor has a bad race 
OF finishes ninth or tenth. You never know, 
maybe the American Grand Prix will soon 
be worth 18 points to the winner and then 
Emerson Fittipaldi need not be mad at Colin 
‘Chapman in Italy, 
Shorts, LAXARKS. 


Jone Brown. 


Group 1 sense 


Whilst appreciating that your editorial in last 
week's edition was written with the best tn- 
tent it does make life diMcult for potential 
entrants who are in the process of trying to 
‘obtain sponsorship for the 1974 RAC. Saloon 
Car Championship, This could well frighten 
4 sponsor away getting the impression that all 
is not at all well s0 far as next year is con- 
commed, 

‘We are led to believe that the RAC are 
the governing body of motor sport in this 
country although one has considerable reser 
vations about this. What would be more 
simple than they stating within the next week 
that the RAC Saloon Car Championship will 
be run to full FIA Appendix J Group 1 regu: 
lations? They will gain far more respect 
from everyone by doing this and in turn will 
five potential entrants time to sort them: 
Selves out concerning what to use and spon- 
sorship. In turn the cars will also be able to 
bbe used in Europe at no extra preparation 
‘cost should they wish to cross the channel 
Pechaps the delay in coming to a decision is 
due to the fact that someone is trying to keep 
himself in a job similar to the way Civil 
Servants can never come to a decision and 
thus holding their position down, 

‘ANOOVER, HAMPSHIRE. RICHARD SPEAKMAN, 
(Hampshire Automobile RT). 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


Changing roles for 
commentators ! 


Whilst appreciating the great interest in the 

whe drives what by courtesy of whom. in 
74” saga, 1 feel you have tended to overlook 
the end ‘of season upheaval involving the 
“voices of motor racing.” 

As you will understand most of the com- 
‘mentators involved are playing thelr cards 
very close to thelr chests (always wondered 
what they did when there was no motor rac- 
ing) but at the time of writing it appears likely 
that the following changes have been decided 
for 1974 

Anthony Marsh will be leaving Brands 
Hatch and moving to the National Elsteddffod 

wollen (they have an event for Gro 
volce choirs, you know. I bet Frank’ 
in thal coe }). Anthony's cther duties for "74 
Include the South of England Hot Alr Balloon 
Society Annual Outing from Hyde Park to 
wherever the wind takes them; Crufts; and a 
‘guest appearance for 14 days at Heathrow No, 
1 Terminal doing the chat for the spectator 
balconies. 

Neville Hay moves from Silverstone to the 
Horse cf the Year Show. Unfortunately Nev 
failed to land the Westminster Job on. Nov, 
Math, At a trial run he only managed to 
Identify the first 3 coaches in the procession 
land then got lost as the rest had no numbers 
fon, He tells me he has also lined up a 6 we 
season on Magle Roundabout, the. Enj 
Pocket Billiards Championships, and hi 
invited 10 Midlands 


Peter Hamilton Smith has moved from 
Oulton Park to Brands Hatch. Other events to, 
which Peter will be bringing his quiet refined 
style are the Caravan Club Annual Dance, the 
final of Miss United Kingdom 1974," Euston 
Station (Inter City Services only), the Chelsea 
Flower Show (as they go right handed at the 
floribundas . . 1), And, rumour has it, Parkin: 

It will probably surprise you to learn that 
Robert Fearnall, ace co-driver and reporter, 
hhas been persuaded to take up “this com: 
mentating lark” as he puts it, If his 
journalistic commitments permit he is hoping. 
to cover the Skol G-day cycle race, the 
Watney Football Cup Final, the Little Bud- 
worth Licensed “Victuallers Annual Ball 
Distiler’s Staff Dinner and Dance and thi 
Glenfiddich. Distillery Sperts Club Athletic 
meeting. Unfortunately, he has had to turn 
down an invitation to. cover the Alcoholics 
Anonymous outing to the Brooke Bond tea 
bag factory for spiritual reasons, 

It is confidently believed that the above 
arrangements have been confirmed but. the 
situation elsewhere instill extremely fluid. 
(Peter Scott Russell may be having a press 
ccnference next week bu: cn the cther hand 
he may 


8 itself on. 
being first with the news you can no doubt 
be relied upon to follow this enthralling story 
to its conclusion without further help from me. 
‘Mike ROFONE. 


St, Hevens, Lancs 


COLOUR CENTRE SPREAD 


This week's Autosport colour centre spread shows the Dempster International Rocing 
Team's March-Holbay 733 which has been campaigned in all the Formula Three Champion 


‘ships in the latter half of this year by Mike Wilds, 


The Dempster Team, which was formed in the middle of 1972, has been one of the most 


colourful in the F3 scene with first an Ensign and then the March. Mike Wilds’ career has 
lept forward with the development of the team and this Year the popular driver has given 
the very professional and smart team wins at Croft and Mallory Park 

Next season the red and yellow colours of the progressive property developers, Dempster, 
will be seen on an F5000 car driven by Wilds. 
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A BREITLING 
CHRONOGRAPH AND 
A VERY HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS ! 


from Autochron 70 


LIMITED SPECIAL OFFER TO 
MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS 
Factory-sealed Fully guaranteed 


ner 2212 
Handsome “Leather-look" strap with chrome buckle 
J Satin-finished non-reflective stainless steel water resistant 
* * Bezel for ETA ETD & 
+ Inner static Bezel giving instant read out Tachy and 
ae: 


‘of day reset 


ti 


winding button. 

Contrast colour inset 45 min, totaliser and permanent 
motion dials. 

4 Vivid Poster-Red hands over Matt Black dial for super 


Accurate High speed read out down to one fifth of a 


nied in black simulated leather gold, blocked red 
velveteen lined case with protective card slee 


LIST PRICE £37.40 
OUR UNREPEATABLE PRICE 


£22.50 


DELIVERED 
FULL INSTRUCTION BOOK 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE 
Send now to : 
Autochron 70 (AS1) 
9a Golders Green Road, London, NW11 


Telephone please before calling 
London (01) 458 6279 


THER WONDERFUL BREITLING CHRONOGRAPHS AVAILABLE 
a 


or 
eel The Famous NAviTMen, 
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set for stop/restart/zeroing of 
chan 


y 
Ford fit 
DELIORTo 
carbs tothe 
RS1600? 


They’re 
the 
best! 
DELIORTo 


Deliorto Concessionaires. 
13 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
18955 (STO 0734) 


Fy’ Adomton Mews, London W86 6VG 
Tol: 01-937 1450 
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RALLY GUIDE — SPECTATING 


Obviously the spectators have been taken by surprise, Roger Clark on the Scottish. 


How, when and where to watch 


CHOOSE YOUR RALLY 


obvious as it seems. Choosing the 
of event Is very Important. If you 

ide one British Rally Spectator 
ye all weather, on. all events 
possible, all year round, You ough, to be 
certified, if not already and this article is not 
for you,” If not already certified and you would 
like to be considered completely insane the 
following may be of some: interest, 

It is an impossible job to classify and group 
rallies into @ spectator grading, for just lke 
motor racing there can be unexciting nationals 
(occasionally) and by the same token some 
really hilariously good fun restricted events 
Obviously he subject of spectating does not 
Include the on-the-doorstep events where you 
can nip off up the road for ten minutes, watch 
Clark and company scream through and be 
bback home again by the time che kettle’s 
bolled. The sort of event to choose carefully 
Is when you plan to spend a full day with the 
rally and especially important—when you are 


Not 

right 

are already a 
ou will be 


taking friends new to the sport of rallying. 
For the majority of watchers the ideal event 
Is a daylight stage rally, using forestry com- 


mission land and with a leisurely route back- 
doubling through a compact area. Unfortu: 


No—not a trick lens picture, There is mo more than six inches clearance. 


nately there are not many events just s0 
perfect. Many of the RAC Championship 
rounds are a fair compromise to the above 
ind an event of this status would certainly be 
the sort of thing to convert first time 
watchers. Night rallies should be avoided 
unless you are fully conversant with the parti 
cular rally’s timing and route. "Night special 
stages as driven on the RAC Rally should not 
be missed though. It might appear obvious 
that an unlit forest at night isnot a good 
place to watch but the reverse is mostly al: 
ways true. Sounds carry farther and the sight 
of nearly mile-long light beams heralding the 
approach of a car is quite spectacular; 50 is 
the silhouette of the receding car into tis own 
blaze of light with che crew faintly lit by the 
co-driver's map light. Other things only visible 
at night include spits of flame from the 
exhaust and, if rough, orange balls of molten 
sump guard rolling down the track just behind 
the car 

Looking back at this past year, the best 
events to have watched would have been any 
Of the RAC rounds and the Shell/Scotsman 
sponsored series. ‘The latter 
perhaps almost ideal as the 
Scotland also coincide with 
regions. Next year the Castrol/Aurosrort 
series should be good to watch and full spec 
tating information will, of course, be printed 
for each round of the series 


PREPARE YOURSELF 


Your own personal preparation can be vi 
ft starts with knowing where you are goin 
the state of the roads and gathering-up all the 
‘maps you will need for the day. Always leave 
hhome a little earlier than necessary. Plan {0 
arrive at your first point at least 30 minutes 
ahead of the earliest time for competing cars 
then add another 15 minutes for the un- 
expected like a puncture, thick fog or a 
Jammed red traffic light, Also it is best to plan 
an alternative first viewing point in case of 
blocked roads, flooding, etc. but most likely 
—a cancelled stage, Once all the maps, too! 
kits, Thermos flasks, food baskets and other 
check-list items are fathered up don't forget 
spare clothes, You may well fall into the 
often deep, brackish and cold ditch bordering 
the forest road. If it is a wet day you stand 
a good chance of being sprayed with mud and 
Mf dry there is no way you can avold being 
ered in dust. In fact on hot summer rallies 
like the Scottish, spectators take on. the 
appearance of Homepride flour graders, A 
warm rally jacket is essential and if watching 


at night be prepared for 40 degrees Fahrenhelt, 
even in mid June, A good tight fitting pair 
fof wellles are also recommended for all but 


Ideal conditions. Tight fitting because if you 
have to move quickly and they are a floppy 
fit the boots could well end up on the track 
fas you take a plunge Into the aforementioned 
water-filled ditch. Preparing for a night stage 
fon the RAC Is something else altogether. 
Dress for the South Pole and you will. prob: 
ably manage to watch a few ears through 
before the urge to return to the car becomes 
Irresistible. A small. first aid kit should be 
carried in the car to cope with the occasional 
scratch from branches or flying stones 


WATCHING THE RALLY 


Choosing special stages ip not witally im 
Portant—they are all exciting to watch but 
choosing where, on the stage, to sstuate your- 
self is very important, There are some obvious 
places where large groups will gather but & 
little exploring will often pay. dividend 
Very often the best places are far from the 
obvious points. Remember that if you can 
see an exciting corner 40 can the driver (you 
can check by crouching at the approximate 
‘driver's eyelevel) and he will slow accordingly. 
If taking photographs your choice is limited 
to a corner of some sort. A rally car flying 
down a straight can look quite spectacula 
bbut on film looks as if it has been parked 
there. If purely watching (and without the 
encumbrances of cameras and equipment you 
can concentrate on seeing things you never 
would from behind the lens) the best com- 
bination of requirements would be somewhere 
"blind to the drivers, also somewhere open 
to watch progress over a few hundred yards 

‘The way spectators on any big rally take 
dogs into the forest, stand in front of arrows, 
‘on top of log piles, etc, proves a very real 
need for a little discipline from marshals. An 
experienced spectator has a much easier and 
more exciting time. He doesn't obscure 
arrows, avoids standing opposite ala 
puddle, stays clear of wood piles, keeps 
right side of the wind and leaves his dogs 
home. The experienced watcher also knows 
where to see action by looking at the road 
and accurately guessing which corners, say, an 
Escort takes smoothly, which are sideways 
before, after, or during the bend. He also 
knows where a front wheel drive car will look 
best—which is usually when the car is being 
set-up before the corner—and he can even see 
a particular kind of corner likely to give 
certain cars trouble. Best of all, the experi- 
enced watcher does not get caught out by an 
lunexpected car, he stands back at the tree 
line and does not cause the competing driver 
to lft his foot for fear of the spectators: 
safety. 
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RALLY GUIDE — EQUIPMENT 


Home guide to preparation 


By John Davenport 


With the RAC Rally only eight days away 
you musn’t expect anything that you read in 
the next three pages to help you clinch your 
first outright victory in an international rally 
Dut it might help you to see where you have 
gone wrong. I have been asked to tell you 
What T would expect to find in a rally car, 
What to take with you and what to leave ai 
home; what is important and what isn’t, Inci- 
dentally, if I see anyone checking my. RAC 
Rally car against this list, I hope that 1 can 
think of a good story in case I forgot some: 
thing 

Tre we make a start with what you per 
sonally" need, then we should start. with 
protection, ‘The most valuable part of your 
body is your head despite what Hugh Hefner 
tries to persuade us, T understand from medi 
cal men’ that you can have quite a lot of 
things removed from your body and still live 
but no one has managed to live without a 
head yet though there Is that remarkable 
chicken in the USA. who ran around for a 
Week or so without his. 1 would recommend 
you to buy the best helmet that you can get 
land to make sure that it is a good ftand 
comfortable. 1 have used a Bell now for almost 
10 years—not the same one!—and though they 
come a bit more expensive, I feel my head 
deserves it, Of course, there are many other 
helmets on the market such as Paddy Hopkirk 
HR, Kangol and AGV, but the Basie rule 
‘always applies: buy a good one that fits 

Hand protects the side of the face 
‘upper meck. T have seen some quite 
professional crews whose helmets were only 
fit for growing geraniums in and if they had 
@ serious accident, ‘that is about all thelr 
heads would be worth. 

It Is becoming very fashionable to wear pro 
tective overalls but here again, It is your body 
and if you value it, then wear them for more 
than dictates of fashion, I know that to buy 
4 full set of Nomex is expensive but it is an 
‘area where such expense is justified I 


‘An interior takes sha} 
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remember only too well that, though rallying 
isa very safe branch of the sport, the last 
man to die in British rallying was burnt 
to death. If 1 can save myself ani 
lasting discomfort of burns, then I think that 
an investment of £50 to £86 is worth it. There 
are, naturally, many events during the year 
where to wear full Nomex is a discomfort 
and I can recall the Tour of Britain where 
Datsun had kindly supplied us with double 
layer suits from Formula One without think 
ing about the possibilities of hot weather. I 
rather shamefacedly confess that 1 went back 
to sweater and jeans but then it was my risk 
if L wanted to be comfortable. On the Safari 
 Moroceo, you will see us running around 
in shorts and T-shirts, but on any rally where 
Wt is feasible to wear protective overalls, then 
I do so. At the beginning of the year, {wa 
using a Jaycessories two-piece which I find 
Useful on semi-warm rallies because you can 
slip the top off when away from the stages 
More recently, Alan. Eisner of Apollo has 
supplied me with a one-piece in FPT which I 
wore on the Manx and found very comfort 
able. Gordon Spice is another supplier of this 
fabric which is much Kinder on the skin— 
tb quote the Fairy ad—and if you suffer In 
Nomex, perhaps you could give that a try 
For a rally like the RAC, the Nomex under 
wear produced by Jaycessories is great as 
itis amply cut to protect even those p 
of the body ‘considered #0 Important by 
Hefner, and it keeps you very warm int 
bargain 

Tf you have any forn 
your ‘personal appearance is of some concern 
to you and the time has come to abandon the 
rally Jacket that You use to soak up sump 
oll ‘and try something new. — With British 
‘weather what itis, you will not need 
Summer-weight jacket though an affluent bloke 
like me has at least one which comes. into 
its own in Safari, Moroceo, ete. My favourite 
jacket is a very ancient but still smart Tony 


Careful attention is paid to wiring. 


Fall jacket which is both warm and prac~ 
tical. It was modelled on the Swedish Gulf 
and Saab jackets and 1 believe that Tony still 
sells them while Castrol will have a similar 
ine out in the near future, Hats, shoes and 
gloves are also part of our rally scene and a 
bit of careful thought’ will enable you to 

jose what is needed for a particular event. 
[always try to have some sort of hat with 
me because usually your head is very wet 
When you peel off the crash helmet and it is 
ice to be able to put something on to let it 
ry out without getting cold and giving you 
fone. Sometimes, it is necessary to find strange 
items of clothing for special purposes. 1 
remember getting very strange looks when I 
was scouring sunny Nairobi for plastic macs 
but’ when ‘we stood for an hour in the 
pouring rain in the Usumbaras, they were 
Welcome indeed and took up much less space 
than a conventional rally jacket. With 


Clothing, you must always take what may 
be necesary but never 

with too much, Normally if 
2 change 

give itt 


Tumber yourself up. 

ou want to take 
clothes, pack It in a bag and 
someone else to take to the halt 
carry it with you if it doubles as 
a survival kit on cold events, 1 was quite 
amazed when Simo Lampinen took. a. whole 
lot of skiing gear that resembled tallored 
sleeping bags with him on the Swedish Rally 
but when that event ended in the small hours 
with our car cuddling a large snow bank, 1 
saw his point for we wailed several hours 


with no engine to Keep us warm, 
‘After. getting the right sort of clothing, 
the next ‘most important safety point are the 


seat belts. I have personally’ never been 
trapped in a car but T have done a lot of 
rallies with Rauno Aaltonen who was nearly 
incinerated. inane because he was hooked 
up in bis seat belt, Only the bravery of 
feoff Mabbs who cut him free saved his life 
For this reason, 1 prefer a seat belt that has 
a central release buckle that opens whichever 
way you pull it and which splits a full har. 
ness into four separate parts. Britax did do 
fone like this at one time but it was primarily 
for Formula 8000 and was not easy to handle 
as frequently as a rally driver uses his. This 
Teaves you with but a single choice; a Willans 
full harness. Again, like the protective cloth: 


36 
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it is expensive but some of us like Tony 
Fali and Mike Wood believe in them to the 
extent of taking them around with them, 
in their baggage, from car to car. Just one 
point to remember about the mounting and 
that is not to have the rear strap mounted 
too high and the ideal place is somewhere 
lunder the rear seat, The reason for this is 
that Hannu Mikkola was so. badly hurt in 
his 1971 1000 Lakes shunt because he tra 
Velled up the rear straps and over the top 
Of the seat, ‘Thus another thing you should 
llways try to have is a headrest—especially 
for the co-driver who doesn’t have the steer 
ing wheel to hang on to—for this will stop 
whiplash if you spin off backwards and also 
Serves the function of keeping your rear 
Straps up off the floor, clean and convenient 
to. hand. 

Before leaving the seat, let_me give you 
another warning. The driver will almost cer 
tainly have a bucket seat as it Is his car 
land he likes to be comfortable, but the co 
Griver may. wind up with whatever is avail- 
ble. You may. recall. that Erkki Rautenen 
broke a vertebra in his back when Mikkola's 
Volvo jumped on the 1000 Lakes and he did 
this on the bar which runs across under 
the rear of the reclining seats. Thus be 
warned; if you have to do a sprint event 
try to get a bucket seat like the driver 
but if you do have to do a special stage event 
with a recliner, don't have it leaning too 
much and like they say on the flights " please 
put. the seats in the upright position before 
Tanding.” As well as trying to choose the right 
jort of seat for the rallies you intend to do, 
make sure that they are mounted On & proper 
frame with runners sufficiently strong to take 
the extra shocks of rallying. Most of them 
fare extremely flimsy and it is extremely em- 
Darrassing to have to retire with a broken 
seat as Will Sparrow did on last year's RAC 
Rally, 

‘SO once you sit down in your seat, what 
do you expect to find within reach to help 
you do your job? A good map light is essen: 
tial and’ T prefer the Avanti made by Mike 
Butler for it Is rigid enough to stay where 


All pipes run within the bodyshell in relative safety 
it is put no matter how hard you touch 
down while its unique rotating bulb. screen 
puts the light on the notes or maps and not 
Bil over the windscreen or the driver's feet 
Te is an idea to install a rheostat in circuit 
with it's0 that you can have just the intensity 
Of light that the job calls for; as dim as 
possible for reading notes #0 as not to disturb 
the driver but full bore for reading the regu 
lations just as you realise you have made a 
wrong approach, For an international event 


this is probably all you will need in the way 
fof lights Tun off the car's circult but if it is a 
British event where you need to tead from 
maps, then a socket for one of Don Barrow's 
ilvminated map magnifiers is required. In 
the old days there used to be a thing call 

an Eolite for this but after I broke mine, 1 
Started to use a thing called a stamp viewer 
which normally takes batteries but. which I 
‘adapted to take a screw-in 12. volt bulb and 
then cut off the handle, Both these items can 


The only way to build @ reliable car—from the ground up. 
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oll tank, 


Eacort hoot contains safety fuel tank 


blow bulbs quite easily so you should tape 
‘8 couple of spares on the top of the dash 
board where they can be reached in a hurry. 
Tn-any case, you should carry at least one 
torch and this should always be near at hand 
In'case the light fails during a special stage 
T have only ever had it happen once but I 
can assure you that you never forget that 
brief moment when the driver is” making 
do" without pace notes and you are fumbling 
for the toreh. The Ford mechanics have a good 
way of slotting the torch into a piece of 
water hosing fixed to the front downward leg 
of the roll cage. 


‘As far as the actual 
gation are concerned, what more can one 
fay than Halda and Heuer. | have got #0 used 
to peering at these two that anything else 
looks strange. The interior light on the Haida 
iy to me insufficient and 1 usually ask for one 
of those aircraft pillar lamps mounted outside 
either to supplement it oF to replace It. In 
Finland on the works Saab, we used a Gemini 
trip which had a much better illumination 
but I'didn't like the idea of the press buttons 
e, a Set of Heuer clocks 

‘de rigeur for rallyists 
se days of inflation, most people 
spend the loot on something more essential 
If you have a good wristwatch, you can prob- 
ably make do with that and there is the 
consolation that it is always with you even 
when you are downing a jam butty at the 
supper halt. For the same reason, I always 
luse a Heuer referee's watch on the other wrist 
and this is especially Important during recces 
when you are taking intermediate times. One 
step forward in the future will probably be the 
‘Use of digital clocks and digital mileage dis 
Plays run off some mini-computer, but until 
these can be done at a realistic price the 
tried tools of the trade will be more popular. 
I always used to be most keen on having 
little boxes round the gearbox tunnel for pop- 
ping road books and things in but these 
proved unpopular with the mechanics who 
had to take them off every time they had to 
do anything with the gearbox, so I have now 
become a firm supporter of door bags with 
elasticated tops. Sounds Kinky doesn’t it but 
just be sure that you don’t stuff them so full 
than the door won't close against the seat 
Time cards and the like live for me on the 
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fuel pumps, ete. 


back of the sun visor, retained there by rub: 
ber straps that have been cut from an old 


Inner tube, A couple of these retain almost 
anything including pens, pencils and chewing, 
gum. T normally run to just a small plastic 


briefcase with a side-pocket for the cars 
papers, passports and other documents while 
in the main part go the pace notes and 
paperwork connected with the ally. Other 
British co-drivers opt for a large Ministry of 
Works leather briefcase which holds every: 
thing but the kitchen sink. I prefer to have 
smaller manageable items which can all be 
Howed in something like a Lombank bag for 
trips between the hotel and the car. Although 
IU gaid earlier that you should travel as light 
as possible, if normally ends up with you 
taking at least one bag in the car with you. 
[have been using one of Paddy Hopkick's 
Rally bags which are big enough to take a 
helmet plus all the pace notes, a pair of 
oggles In case the windscreen should go mis 
Sing, plus all the other little things that 
Mummy's boy likes to have with him. 1 like 
Using a bag to take the helmet around 
fas Mt protects the intercom and normally 
hetween allies 1 leave it packed with the 
helmet, the amplifier and spare battery ready 
to go again. I blush to tell you that 1 am 
Involved with the marketing of an intercom 
set under my own name. 1 won't tell you 
how good it is but I would say that if 
you are rallying seriously, a good intercom 
is essential as in the modern Group 2 rally 
car, you cannot successfully communicate for 
‘very long without one. I even use mine on 
a rally like the RAC, not because we have 
any pace notes, but in order to be able to 
talk to the driver if we have a puncture to 
see if he wants it changed or not. I can tell 
him how far it is to the end of the stage 
and he can then make up his mind and tell me 
what to do 


The very idea of punctures brings us to the 
question of the jack. I feel very strongly that 
this should be mounted in the boot of the 
car but that if it must go inside with the 
passengers, then do make sure that it is 
‘well strapped down. One of the Lancia team 
rolled while practising for the Monte and 
his co-driver was taken to hospital with the 
jack growing out of his head. The type of 
Jack is also Important and by far the most 


popular amongst the works teams is a varia 
tion on the Volkswagen jack which is made 
by Bilstein, This works on the monkey-up- 
a-stick principle and is virtually unjam- 
mable as well as being very fast to go up 
and even quicker to let down, Far better than 
relying on a specific jacking point is to weld 
a curved plate like a beggar’s hand so that 
{t will Tift‘anywhere under the door sill while 
a final point is always to carry @ one foot 
Square plece of wood with it so that you can 
jack in even the muddiest conditions, If you 
fare using a jack, chen it is preity certain that 
you will be using a wheelbrace and this I do 
ike 10 keep in the passenger compartment for 
after a fast tyre change, you may like to nip 
‘out for 20 seconds in a control area and 
check the wheel nuts. In any case, if you have 
a puncture on a stage, you can leave the 
car with the brace ready in your hand. It is 
‘2 good idea to practice wheel changing with 
the driver so that you do things as a team 
and don’t bump heads in the boot both trying 
to get the spare wheel out. Whatever you 
do, make sure that the brace, like everything 
else in the car, is ted down or somehow 
Festrained, It should be possible to turn over 
without anything coming adrift though if you 
respect your driver, you won't put it to the 
test before starting the rally. 1 was once told 
by the Saab mechanics that Erik Carlsson 
used to search his rally car from end to end 
to make sure that they had removed all swart 
from drilling holes and all excess nuts and 
bolts so that when he turned it over, he 
wouldn't get any of these things in his eyes, 
T should Hike ¢o think that all rally cars were 
Drought to the start line having had that 
degree of attention 


Having covered all the gear that you should 
have in the car, is there anything 1 could tell 
you to leave at home? Well, same people do 
tend to overload themselves’ with equipment. 
T'very rarely use a calculator though 1 do 
take one on the 1000 Lakes to calculate if 
we are running too far ahead of the set aver- 
lige for which there is a severe penalty. That 
I generally the crux of the matter; if here 
i not a specific use for a thing on a particu: 
lar rally, then leave it at home or in the hotel 
This applies particularly with spares and tooi 
kite for you could carry what the mechanics 
are varrying but that would rather defeat the 
bject of having them along, We always try 
to carry the minimum of tools and spares and 
in order to have them along, they have to be 
replacements for the sort of thing that we 
can change on our own and which would 
otherwise prevent us from continuing. For 
example, even on an RAC Rally we would 
probably carry a distsibutor complete and a 
transistor ignition pack for if those go, you 
Stop dead. We wouldn't carry spark plugs 
spare headlamps oF shock absorbers as none 
Of those would prevent you getting off the 
Stage and to somewhere near help. We 
tused to carry spare half-shafts in the Escorts 

but that sort of thing has to stop some 
where. Far better to carry a good tow rope 
and have a friendly team mate running a few 
‘minutes behind you, I've sald that you 
shouldn't carry all your kit around with you 
but give it to someone else to take to the 
night halt, but itis no bad thing for the 
Griver to have @ spare pair of shoes with him 
in care one gets muddy and wet. I could even 
Suggest a pair of galoshes which are just a 
Sort of rubber over-shoe that you can use to 
splash across to the motorway cafe and then 
take them off in the car to reveal dry work- 
ing surfaces for the special stages. 


T suppose that I could now go on to all 
the other equipment that you can use on the 
car, like tyres, lights, brakes, etc, but frankly 
the first two ‘are largely a matter of driver 
persuasion or finance, while the rest are 
Sctually tied up with the mechanical prepare 
tion ‘of the car. I hope that in this very brief 
article I have given you some points to pon- 
der before you do your next rally and I 
hhope that you will enjoy it a little more as a 
result 
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Cars on the British scene 


BMW 2002 


Although comprehensively rallied 
throughout Europe the small BMW 
saloon is still a rare rally car here. 
Popular in Ireland and also very quick 
‘on tarmac with lightweight body. 
Initial expense and cost of Sport Parts 
prohibits the greater use of this car 
by club drivers, 


CLAN CRUSADER 

Lightweight GRP body one reason for 
the success of this car, especially on 
tarmac. Based entirely on well proven 
Hillman Imp mechanicals the Clan 
very soon became a rally car, only 
months after its release. Monocoque 
body has caused a few problems on 
very rough rallies though the Clan is 
said to be basically very strong. 
Popular on road events 


DATSUN 240Z 


Datsun’s straight six sports car h 
taken over from the Austin Healey 
3000 as the muscle-car of rallying 
Although not over expensive the 
240Z is a little large and unweiltly 
for British rallies though the current 
Old Woking 2402, driven by Kevin 
Videan, recently won a Castrol/MN 
rally. Works cars impressive on the 
RAC Rally, 


FORD ESCORT 

Britain's most popular rally car by far. 
The Escort is rallied in many forms : 
basically the Sport, Mexico and 
RS 1600. Introduced in 1968 the 
Escort soon showed huge potential 
and came third on its first works out- 
ing on the San Remo Rally, driven by 
Ove Andersson. Now Escort deriva- 
tives win nearly all British champion- 
ships. Best recent international results 
being 1st 1972 East African Safari and 
‘1st 1972 RAC Rally. 
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RALLY GUIDE—cars 


HILLMAN AVENGER 

‘An excellent clubmans car with low 
initial cost, very strong but light body 
and cheap parts costs. Becoming 
increasingly more popular and latest 
versions of the Tiger quick enough 
for outright wins next year. Avenger 
development has been restricted by 
low budget from Chrysler. Like Ford. 
the ex-Rootes Group products have 
figured in international competition for 
the past 10-15 years. 


HILLMAN IMP 

Around since 1963 the Imp, unlike the 
Mini, has continued to be rallied and 
good number are still to be found 
any rally entry list. In most popular 
form with 998cc engine the Imp lacks 
the power necessary for an outright 
win but its superb handling and 
accessibility are still appreciated by 
many drivers who would not consider 
anything else. 


PORSCHE CARRERA 


Very fast, very powerful and very 
expensive. A rare car but two 
examples are rallied very successfully 
in Britain in the hands of Jack Tordoff 
(Circuit of Ireland winner) and Harold 
Morley who uses his car mainly for 
road events. The Carrera can come 
very close to quick-Escort times and 
its looks and sound make it a 
spectators favourite 


RENAULT ALPINE 

Another rare and rather exotic car 
on the British rally scene. Excep- 
tionally tough and quick the little blue 
glass fibre bodied Alpines have won 
the manufacturers championship this 
year. Not as light as it looks the 
Alpine in RAC Rally trim weighs more 
than a ton. Rear engine compensates 
on loose going, Clarks Renault Rallye 
Team run a works car here for Pat 
Moss-Carlsson to compete on RAC 
Championship events. 


VAUXHALL FIRENZA 


Like the Avenger the Firenza and two 
door bodied Viva are tough cars but 
have suffered from under-develop- 
ment. Quickest car is sponsored by 
the Martin Group of Companies for 
Will Sparrow. Next year the Firenza 
should be quicker and more reliable 
— until now a serious problem. 
Dealer Team Vauxhall cars appeared 
for road rallies with fair results. 
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SUPERLATIVE MINILITE 


MINILITE © 


the strongest lightest safest wheels in the world 


Made in England by TECH DEL LTD. 32-36 Telford Way London W.3. 


Roger Clark wins the RAC 
Rally Championship 
-on Minilite wheels 
naturally! 


ADDRESS 


Required for 


aur Peace]! 


Type of car 


SHAWSPEED 
PREPARATIONS 


Barrack Yard, High Street, Tarvin 
Tel : 0829 40133 


The North West 
Conversion and Tuning 
Centre 
For Weber, Dellorto carbs and spare. 
Competition engines, clutch and pres- 

sure plates. 


Specialist in Ford, BMC, Fiat and 
Chrysler. 


2m omen QR 
Ne 
ey 


CLIFTON STREET 

EL ASH ‘STREET 

WOLVERHAMPTON WOLVERHAMPTON — Tel: 57 
+ 26781 ‘Tel : 28888 


CLEVELAND 


ROUSHILL 
‘SHREWSBURY 
7236 


Mours of Business: Monday o Saturday. 8.00 a.m. to 600 om, 


RACING — RALLY EQUIPMENT AND 
CLOTHING SPECIALISTS 


ORDNANCE MAPS & NAVIGATIONAL AIDS—NUMBERS & 
BACKGROUNDS 

CIBIE — HELLA — MARCHAL — LUCAS LAMI 

RALLY JACKETS — RACING OVERALLS HELMETS & 


iLOVES 
COMPETITION TUNING PARTS — ALL MAKI 
FULL RANGE OF UNIPARTS & ACCESSORIES 


+e bt OF 


A, comprehensive range always carried on the 
famous mobile unit 


CLARK bisrnsorons op uoxns cevenarons - norany 
RAR ENGINES 

S'stuing eguitAast specie - sfOcMes 

Sy °REE MaRS ‘oF TowiNa® ATIAGIOMENT, EV 
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OVERALLS = NEW AND 


CKETS 


GENUINE LEATHER 
‘STEERING WHEELS. 


DISCOUNTS 
including VAT 


INSTANT MAIL ORDER OR CASH AND 


For your rally and racing 
requirements contact John Buck 
at the home of the British 
Leyland Special 


Tuning 
Distributors 


Dawlish Road, 
Selly Oak, 
Birmingham B29 6BA 
Telephone: 021-472 5331 


Also at Westover Motors, Bournemouth 


Mike the Pipe 


128 Stanley Park Road, 
Wallington, Surrey 
Tel: 01-669 1719 
Specialists in the 
Manufacture of Exhaust 
Systems to order 
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(Race & Rally) 
Equipment 
187 HATFIELD ROAD 
ST. ALBANS, HERTS. 


For all your race and 
rally needs, accessories, 
rally epuipment etc. 


TEL: ST. ALBANS (STD 56) 
62377 


IN KENT 
= 
DRAKE AND FLETCHER LTD. 


THE BROADWAY, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT 
Telephone Maidstone 55531. 


FOR ALL VAUXHALL SPORT EQUIPMENT 


FRE 
TER 


FIRE EXTINGUISHEX 
‘SYSTEMS 


Please complete and retum for details 


and tick rece, rally, road, boat, 
Name 
Address 


ESCORT WITH FIRE EATER 
STICKERS 


42 


ALL CAR Equipe 


Main Road, West Kingsdown, Seven Oaks, Kent 


‘Telephone West Kingsdown 2271 or 3258 


Open Mon-Sat 8.30 am-7 pm 
‘Sun 10 am-1 pm 


ENGINES 


New and reconditioned engines always 
im stock. 


New Mk III 1600 GT £125 


New Mk 3 1600 GT cam with carbs, 
extractor, exhaust, clutch, flywheel, di 
tributor, ‘pump, ete 

New 1300 Mk Ill GT complete as 
above £155 
New BDA complete with ancillaries, 
including carbs £506 


Many other engines in stock. 


Stockists AVO parts 
and fibreglass panels. 


Please call in and look around. Mail order and COD a pleasure 


THE FACTS 


FOR 
RACE, RALLY, ROAD 


NSTANTLY stops the chain reaction of fire by interfering with 
unlike water which puts out fire by cooling or CO, which smothers flame 


AND BOAT 


RE EATER systems use Dupont FE 1301 (BTM), the safest and most efficient fire extingu 
shant availble. FE 1301 fs # colourless iquifed vapour ges which save e 5 


the combustion cycle, 


On operation a 


ESIDUE tree non-corrosive discharge, which does not obscure vision and on he 
R poorer me cele Si tac 


IFFECTIVE for a period in excess of one minute continually replacing agent lost 
ito the atmosphere 


fater systems have been designed for single seaters, 


INGINEERED to gid specifications to comply with FIA and RAC 
requirements, Fire 


‘sports cars, circuit saloons, rally cars, dragsters, funny cars and even 


road cars, these are 


VAILABLE in capacities 
(larger systems on request) 


HREE methods of 


Tubing 


ranging from 0.7 kilograms to § kilograms 


operation are offered — mechani 


Jelectrical—electro/mechanicat 


ation is made possible by multiple dis- 


being 


ASE of inst 
harge nozzles, pressure couplings, fixing brackets or 


raps, exible hose, et 
only customer item being 4 


supplied complete, the 
/D x 3/16" bore Bundy 


ELEVANT information on the above systems can be 
ic obtained by completing the enquiry form below or 
by phone 


Intercontinental Equipment Corp 
6 North Lane, Aldershot, Hants. 


Tel: Aldershot 314746 and 314767 


Kent's leading road, race and rally 
equipment special 


ROLL CAGES 


Stockists of club equipment. Roll cages 
all made to high standard. Available in 
either clubman’ form with, single hoo 
fnd'2 rear supports of full FIA specif 
Cation. ‘Most. popular makes in stock 
Prices from £10.96. 


SEATS 


8 colours. Full range of Contour, AVO, 
Corbeau and Terry Hunter seats’ all at 
reduced prices. 


Contour Drive plus sub frame £21 
Recline Drive plus sub frame £29.50. 


Alll prices quoted subject to 10% VAT 


WHEELS 


Large stocks of Revolution, Wolferace, 
GT, GB, Cosmic and 100+ alloy wheels. 
Also full range of wide steel wheels. 
‘All types of tyres and wheels fitted. 


TUNING 


Weber spares stockists, modified head, 
camshafts and engine’ balancing. Ex: 
tractor Exhausts. Weber Carb kits, 
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BROADSPEED LTD. 


BANBURY ROAD, SOUTHAM, WARWICKSHIRE 
Telephone 092-681 3191 


offer the following parts for sale 


Kit BDA-ZF diaphragm, twin plate, triple plate 
strengthened arm, pivot pin, hub and bearing £25 
RS1600 Atlas-Capri rear disc kit, complete with magnesium 
calipers and half-shafts, hubs, wheel studs, brackets, etc 
Secondhand fully rebuilt ZF gearboxes. As new from £289 
Secondhand as above, fully modified for race or rally from 

at 


New ZF gearboxes 
Ind cace Snooty Gasna| cial tor BAO plan pan lavecone 
parts cost approximately £14) 


First and reverse gearbox lockout, for ZF race boxes. Exchange 
38 


Four secondhand magnesivm belhousing ZF/BDA trom EAS 
18 only: new aluminium belthousing ZF/BDA 


Ford Escort race, balance bar, ered 
‘£80 


ium cybinders set of 3 ear 
Propshaft rally BDA/Atias axl £22.50 
Rally ZF/BDA, Escort transmission tunnel covers £9.50 


1 Watts link 
‘nesium cover 


ARE YOU SURE OF YOUR GEAR? 


jit stop have an 

impressive range of 

juning equipment, including carbs, 

camshafts, etc 

pecialists in competition equipment 
ols and engine parts 

pen 7 days per week 


sonal service promptly 


Mail order to: 


ORPINGTON 
Carlton Parade, 


Orpington, Kent. 


uf Orp. 24035 
Also at ae RD.., Bees oe 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9-6 pm 
SUN 10-1 pm THURS 3-1 pm 
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; 


All aluminium spherical jointed Bilstein front suspension mounts 
—aliow camber changes pair £43 


Special Escort steering arms produces bump steer. Pair &16 
Dise bells to mount—FI Lockheed dacs to Escort hubs 

Pair £40 
Group 2 raly Escort. front ventiated discs kit, complese with 


10" discs, 8, disc bell and attach: 
ments to 


Watts link system for rally application complete with quick 
release system for ZF gearboxes in Escort rally cors, enables 
Gearbox to be changed in 17 minutes (modification charge 
approximately) a4 


100 litre rally fuel tanks £55 
Brosdspeed Granada front spoiler £20 
Broadspeed Capri front spoiler £9.50 
Rear window slats Capri £9.50 


All prices exclusive of VAT and delivery charge, All ports 
‘subject to availability, 


Contact: V. Rabot (Parts Manager) 


Rallye Sport Centre 


49 SLOANE SQUARE, 
LONDON, SW1 


Tel: 01-730 0436 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE AVO SPARES 


RS1600 RS2000 MEXICOS IN STOCK 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AVO 
SPARES FOR THE EXPERTS 
Telephone: 053 729 3638 
or 3212 


Barry Lee won’t mind going A over T. 


In deepest secrecy, Barry Lee's having Or Nigel Rockey. Or Frank Pierson. 


new Ford Escort. Or other winners. 
With a Safety Devices roll-over cage Just contact Safety Devices. Now. 

(of course) to keep him safe and sound. Before the flag comes down - or you do. 
You too can be like Barry. Or FMC 98 Fulbourn Old Drift, Cambridge 

Boreham, Or Chrysler Competitions. Telephone Cambndge 42268. Telex 81653 
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SHOCK ABSORBER 
SPECIALISTS 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE _ | ity 
Prices include VAT “7 
COMPETITION STRUTS fi f| 
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ZPD wralty [oF] 
Ree AW. 


WH 
stig 


= 


iff 
i 


For details of above contact 
A.V.J. DEVELOPMENTS 


Pershore Industrial 


Tel: Pershore 3494 


DEVELOPMENTS 


Estate, Pershore, Worcs. 


for all round 
protection 


A range of realy sturdy 
nickle- ‘ 


174,London Road Mitcham Surrey Tel: 01-648 8032 


roll cages, rear support bars are 


CO’, arc welded, socketed and pinned for 


including full FIA to choose 


the Prize -winner. 


Pit Stop Accessories 


9 Chariton Parade 
Orpington 
KENT 


Cartune Ltd. 


Ormesby Road 
Park End 
MIDDLESBROUGH 


Motor & General Supply Co. 


7 North Street 
Bedminster 
BRISTOL 


Flockhart & Langrishe Ltd. 


Station Hill 
Ascot 
BERKSHIRE 


Everstow Garages Ltd. 


Peterstow 
Ross-on-Wye 
HEREFORD 


Croydon Speed Shop 


41 High Street 
PENGE SE20 


Kerr-Bridgland Ltd. 


52 West Field Road 
Harpenden 


HERTS 


ASK YOUR REGIONAL DISTRIBUTOR 


FOR THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST 


This is not a complete list of dealers 
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Graham MeRae took the new GM2 to a slim but exciting victory in only its second race. 


AUSTRALIAN GP. 


McRae’s GP double 


‘Triple Tasman champion Graham MeRae last 
Sunday won the most exeiting motor race 
seen in Australia for quite a while Driving 
his brand new McRae GM2, the ex-patriot 
Kiwi was a slim vietor in the 38th Australian 
Grand Prix held at the Sandown International 
Motor Racing Circuit, finishing less than a 
second ahead of second placed Elfin driver 
John McCormack. The race was held in the 
balance right through until the end, McRae 
and McCormack swapping and dicing furiously 
during the closing laps. of the race. Both 
drivers had problems during the race, McRae 
hnursing a suspect suspension system and 
broken exhaust extractor, while the Elfia driver 
hhad to contend with a sheared A-arm bolt. 

The race, although exciting, was robbed of 
a number of contenders when Lola drivers 
Kevin Bartlett and Max Stewart suffered 
punctures, while Johnnie Walker (also in a 
Lola) spun away his chances early in the 
event to finish’ third. Weather conditions 
played havoc with drivers, the cold, blustery 
and. overcast” start disintegrating into a 
downpour half way through the race, only to 
clear in the final laps of the race. 

‘Sponsored by Philip Morris Ltd, manu 
facturers of Marlboro cigarettes, this 38th 
running of the AGP traces its history back 
to the first event in 1928, making it the third 
oldest Grand Prix in the world, 

Heading this year’s entry list was Graham 
McRae and his latest creation, the GM2. A 
virtual copy of the Indy Eagle, the ca 
fesplendent in its menacing all-biack paint- 
‘work, features a wedge nose with radiator 
Inlets stradding the front of the bulbous 
chassis. Suspension troubles uncovered 
during testing in England followed the team 
“down under,’ most of McRae’s early practice 
sessions being taken up with rebuilding the 
Suspension after the car bottomed heavily on 
the 1.9-mile circuit. 

However, the car showed promise when 
McRae turned a 1 m 2.5 s lap two days before 
the race, only 0.2 s off Frank Matich’s 1 
record, Official practice netted him a 1.m 1.8 5 
Jap for fourth position on the grid, although 
the water pump and a front-wheel bearing 
‘were giving trouble, 

‘The Ansett Team Elfin MR5-Repcos wer 
in fine form after their recent “Gold Star” 
successes, John McCormack really screwing 
it up to record a 1 m 1.2 s pole-winning lap 
(an average of 113.41 mph) to become the 
fastest man around Sandown ever. Elfin con- 
structor Garrie Cooper was not so spectacular, 
his 1m 5 s time giving him only seventh 
place on the grid 
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Three Lola T330s were entered for Chester- 
field Filter Racing/Kevin Bartlett, Seiko 
Service Centre/Max Stewart and ‘Johnnie 
Walker, the latter's example fitted with a 
Repeo-Holden engine. Bartlett had a trouble 
free run to score third position with a 1m 
17 » clocking, while Max was 0.2 5 behind 
and had to change an engine overnight after 


the practice engine's block cracked. 
Walker, however, was definitely on pace, 
flinging the Lola round in 1m 1A 8 (0 


‘accompany McCormack on the front row. 
The two other F5000s that turned up were 
Australian Formula Ford champion John 
Leffler in the ex-Max Stewart Eifia MRS and 
Western Australia's hottest property, Howie 
ngster in the ex-Teddy Pilette McLaren 
M22, Lefer, still learning what F5000 racing 
Is all about, struggled with faulty brakes and 
ikears, only to have the battery carrier break 
And snap a. lead. Having no. spares, Jobn 
borrowed a set of gears from Bartlett, getting 
down to | m 5.1's for eighth position on 
the grid, ahead of the Formula 2_ boys 
Sangster, himself out of practice and the car 
ot. sorted, did well to get sixth position 
with a1 m.3.7 s lap. The fastest F2 car was 
Enno Bueselmann’s Birrana 273 on 1m 8.2 s 
‘At the drop of the flag McCormack used his 
pole position to advantage to grab an immedi 
fate lead into Shell corner. from Walker, 
Bartlett, Stewart and a slow starting McRae. 
Up the back stretch McRae passed Stewart, 
inheriting thied place when Bartlett had a 
puncture at Marlboro Country and went 
Straight on at Goodyear comer. 
McRae was now pressuring Walker, gluing 
himself to his tail in a cat-and-mouse chase 
around the circuit. On lap 4 Bartlett rejoined 


John MeCormack’s Elfin finished a very close second. 


the race with a wet weather tyre on to re 
place the punctured example, slotting in be- 
tween Sangster and Cooper. The next lap 
stopped the hearts of the McRae mechanics 
when Graham came around with one of the 
exhaust extractors broken, although appar 
ently unaffected, 

Lap 7 brought Stewart in with a flat tyre, 
while McCormack had already beeun lapping 
the tallender F2s. Behind him Walker and 
McRae were still at it, their battle bringing 
them closer to the leader. In fourth spot was 
WA's Sangster driving a clean race ahead of 
Cooper, who was now involved in a dice with 
Lefer. 

For the next 12 laps it was on for young 
and ‘old between Walker and MeRae, with 
McRae making a desperate passing move into 
Shell on lap. 19. The heat was really on 
Walker and two laps later he succumbed 
to the pressure and lost it out of Shell, losing 
two laps 

‘On the next lap the rains came, slowing 
down the fleld significantly and” causing 
Cooper to spin out around the back of the 
cireult at Goodyear, letting Leffler up into 
fifth position, Three laps later the sky began 
to clear, although not before McCormack 
came close to losing it out of Shell. By this 
time McCormack had lapped all but the minor 
place-setters twice, lapping four-placed 
Sangster on lap 29 for the first time, 

‘McRae was now closing up on McCormack, 
satisfied that his suspension would hold to- 
gether, taking the lead out of Torana corner 

to lose it under the Dunlop bridge as 
they headed down the home stretch. The pair 
continued to battle it out, while behind them 
third and fourth men Walker and Sangster 
were nose to tail and stayed that way for 
the rest of the race, 

‘With 36 laps completed McRae sneaked 
uunder "McCormack through Torana, only to 
have Elfin driver power by him up the back 
of the circult. But as they headed down the 
fain straight for 37 laps McRae was back in 
the lead, which be held for 9 laps until going 
into Torana hig helmet’s visor flew open, giv 
Jing McCormack the chance he needed 

The crowd was by now on its feet, cheering 
and waving and wondering who would be in 
the lead the next time around. Two laps from 
the finish McCormack slowed into Shel, fully 
feeling the effect of the A-arm bolt he lost 
mid-way through the race by now. 

‘Cheers and cries from the spectator ranks 
urged McCormack on, but the race was 
MecRae’s, He finished a'mere 1,7 s in front of 
McCormack, who earlier this year won the 
New Zealand Grand ‘The race was 
MeRae’s fourth win in a row at Sandown and 
his second consecutive AGP and the furious 
pace gave him a new outright track record of 
Tm 1.6 5 (112.68 mph), 

Johnnie Walker made a 
recovery to finish third just 2 laps behind the 
leaders, shadowed for most of the race by a 
determined Howie Sangster, who filled fourth. 


MARK FOGERTY 


brilliant re 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


Sports extra 


BTRDA autocross changes 
and revised prod car trial 
classes introduced 


‘The latest well-presented BTRDA newsletter includes a number of details abo 
and championships for 1974, As already announced 

Popular BTRDA autocross series which will again ‘be 
RAC National Autocross Championship, sharing the same list 


t regulations 
Castrol will again be sponsoring the 
un in close conjunction with the 
‘of qualifying events. One welcome 


change will be the RAC’s decision to abandon the Championship run-off at the end of each 


event and to allocate the points on the basis of times reco 
ated in the final will be changed from double to 
to count, This means that 18 points will be the maximum 


ded in the heats. Also points allo- 
single points in each heat, the best two 
1974 at the final as against 36 of 


this year, and another amendment is that the current penalty on four wheel drive cars will be 
abolished. 
Regarding vehicle regulations, an important change next year is that a full roll over cage 


(front and rear hoops, etc) will have to be fitted tc 
(ie cars where more than the bonnet, boot or doors are lightened and non stress-bearing i 


items removed). 


‘There a new class structure for production car trials in 191 


ail lightweight salocns and sports cars 


and while the RAC have yet 


to announce them, the BTRDA have given a guide as to what they will be 


1, front engined front wheel drive production 
production saloon cars; 3, front engined rear whpel drive production sports cars Unless 
Tear engined production cars and front cngined cars 


in Class 5; 4, 
differential ‘as’ catalogued for the car, unless list 


herewith: Chrysler Imp engined cars over 925 cc, 


Morgan and other production ears manufactured 
500 units) 


8,2, front 


engined rear wheel drive 
ted 
with torque biasing 
rd in Class 5; 8, production cars as listed 
Dellow, Denzel, Frazer Nash, HRG, Lotus 7, 


on a limited basis (generally not exceeding 


SANTA POD 


Wet end to 
good season 


Last weekend saw the final meeting of the 
1073 drag racing season at Santa Pod. Un 
fortunately Sunday's racing was rained off, 
so the placings and the STP Top Street and 
Pro Stock championships were decided by 
the Elimination runs on Saturday, Kevin 
Pilling claimed his 10 points for attending 
every meeting and took the 1973 Pro Stock 
championship, although his Satan's Toy 
Ghevrolet was beaten by Garry Goggin’s 7. 
litre Clunk Click Chevrolet which ran an 
ted time of 10,66 s to Pifling’s 10.72 s at 
132 mph. Tony Dickson was third with a fine 
run of 11.40 6 at 117 mph 

‘The Top Competition section was won by 
Dave Stone's Chevrolet-powered Tee Rat 


Stone ran @ 8.74 # and 872 a/185 mph with 
Phil Elson second on 9.40 s and 9.25 5/1499 
mph. While John Whitemore won 

Dragster section with a 9.61 4/14 
was no attendance from Prid ot 
Pratt but thanks to Alan Herridge in Santa 


Pod's own Firefly and Mike Hutchinson in 
sbby Hills’ Houndog, the crowd was kept 
ve with some good demonstration runs, On 

Saturday, Owen Hayward really powered ‘is 

STP Funny car to a terrific run ‘of 743 #— 

his bese run ye 
Unfortunately on Sunday the rain-soaked 

tarmac prevented any outstanding demonstra: 

Hon runs from either the fuelers of funny 

cars while Tony Dickson won the Red Light 

‘award with five red-light runs to his credit. 
Next year, Santa Pod's action starts 

March 10th—we hope with better weather 


‘and other race dates in '74 are March 24, April 
14/15, May 5, May 26/27, June 23, June 30, 
July 6/7 Cnternational), July 21, ‘August 4 
August 25/26, September 8, October 6 and 
November 2/3. 


Kevin Pilling won the 1973 STP Pro Stock Championship with his Satan's Toy Camaro. 


@A national campaign has just been launched 
to introduce new members to the Morgan 
Sports Car Club. The club currently has about 
800 members (about 150 overseas) and each 


member is being issued with special introduc- 
tion cards to be placed behind the wiper 
blade of any Morgan he may see parked. 
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‘@ The South London centre of the 780 Motor 
Club has moved its clubhouse premises to 
Etlerbank, 
and the first meeting is to be held on Novem 
ber 21 at 7.30 pm. 


87 College Road, London, SE21 


PROD CAR TRIAL 
Owen member wins 


Providing almost half the entry of 24 cars 
Coventry and Warwickshire MC members won 
two classes at last Sunday's Fort production 
car trial at Hoo Farm, Kidderminster, arranged 
by Dunlop MC. The Winner came from Owen 
Motoring Club and only three members. of 
the organising club turned out in support of 
their club's event. 

The Coventry and Warwicks class winners 
were Kevin Caley in his Mini who dropped 
TIT marks on the 32 secticas to win the lass 
by five marks, and Stephen Court (Skoda 
Octavia) who won the conventional saloon 
class on 104 marks, 26 ahead of fellow mem- 


ber David Smith in a similar car. Caley led 
his class throughout after establishing a five 
mark lead over Nick Pollitt’s Clubman GT 


litt Kept up the pressure on Caley in the 
afternoon and the pair finished five marks 
apart but well ahead of Peter Smith (Clubman 


GT), who was third, After being only seven 
marks ahead. in the morning ‘Court pulled 
away to a convincing class. win with his 
Octavia over Smith while the Popular of 
Andrew Cowley took third, 20° marks adrift 
of Smith 

Brian Betteridge scored an easy overall 
win—his second in two weeks—with his 
Sprite, dropping 87 marks, In the morning 


Betieridge had. a spirited battle. with. Terry 
Westley (Sprite), before pulling out an 11 point 


Jead but in the post luncheon period he went 
on to win by 27 marks and take the event 
with an index of 52. per cent, Midget man 
Brian Hedges took third place on 147 marks 
and took the novice award, 

The rear engined class was a battle be 

jeen Tony Millward and Colin Coton, Mill 
ward, in an Imp, pulled out a six mark inter 
val lead but Coton (Husky Estate) had a fine 
afternoon, dropping only 22 marks, and he 
Closed to within two marks of Millward while 
Tony Cooke (Sunbeam Sport), came home third 
on 73 marks, 


RALLY 
Council’s support 


Night road rallying may be threatened with 
extinction in some parts of the country but 
up in Cumberland the reverse appears to be 
the case for last Saturday night West Cumber- 
land MC's Peak Revs Rally was sponsored by 
no less a body than the local Whitehaven 
Council. One of the town's multi-storey car 
parks was provided for scrutineering and the 
town’s Civic Hall was used for the start and 
finish and by all accounts the breakfast laid 
on by the municipal caterers was one of the 
best ever in the ares 

Sixty three crews started the 210 mile 
rally which Included six selectives and such 
famous places as Hardnott and Rynose were 
included’ on the event which was started by 
the Mayor of Whitehaven who was flanked 
by “ beauties " Miss Cumbria and Miss Border. 

Winners were John Ellis and Dennis 
Trowbridge in an Escort 1500 who returned 
home with penalties of 35,91 to beat Clive 
Holker/H. Parker (Escort TC), by just over a 
minute. The next four places went to a 
Firenza, an Avenger, a Cooper and a Datsun 
while the leading novice crew of M. Wilson/ 
J. Davis (Escort GT), finished in a creditable 
ith overall among 42 finishers 
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Sports extra 
PROD CAR TRIAL 


Hodgson’s long-awaited 


success 


After nine successive runner-up awards John 
Hodgson finally broke through to his long 


at the 
hhead of his class and looked to be all set to 
widen it after lunch. However, as has been his 


morning tO open up a 23 mark gi 


problem before, he wilted under” pressure 
from Phil Darbyshire and Geoff Spencer and 
eventually only got home by a single mark 
This class battle was the highspot of an 
event which attracted only 24 entries and 
Predictable results came in the other three 
es. Mike Hinde (Clan) won the event out 
of sight dropping a mere 32 marks on some 
very wet and slippery sections in a demon 
Stration of trialling which left other experts 
‘gazing in admiration and Denis Wells (Skoda 
Gctavia) kept his overall championship hopes 
alive by taking his class and moving Into 
second ‘overall in the ‘table. 
Conditions were extremely tricky at the 
start of the Autumn Sporting Trial for heavy 
overnight rain had left the sections at their 


‘most demanding and the North Midland org 
fanisers arranged 12 sections to be tackled 
twice before lunch and a similar total there 


after with some modifications. Hodgson took 
1 firm grip on the front engine FWD cl 

from the outset when he was first off and at 
Junch he had a total of 102 marks to lead 
Darbyshire (Clubman GT) and Alan Walsh 
(Mini), by more than 20 marks with Geoft 
Spencer, the championship leader, fourth in 
his Mint but. lve marks adrift. Hodgson’s 
Dubble began to sag midway through the post 
Hunch. session and. this allowed Darbyshire 
land Spencer to creep slowly back into the 
hhunt but the Midlander held off the challenge 


to get home with a total of 188 marks to 
Darbyshire’s 189 marks while Spencer, who 
hhad the Best second half total in the class, 
took third on 203. marks 

The conditions suited Denis Wells and his 
Skoda Octavia ideally and he held of Mike 
Stephens’ Mexico challenge without too much 
bother. Opening up an 18 mark lead Wells 
was in no mood to relax after the break and 
he maintained. this lead to finish on 169 
marks. Dave Slater, who has forsaken his 
Anglia Estate, debuted his Escort Sport to 
finish third but he was not too happy with 
the car which will take me to sort to his 
liking. Only two sports cars did battle and 
although he had only a medium day Mike 
Harrison had no trouble in disposing of Don 
Hobbs in an all Midget battle. Harrison built 
up a 22 mark lead at lunch and went further 
ahead afterwards to finish on 189 marks, 32 
‘marks better than Hobbs 

‘As expected Bill Moffatt won the rear eng- 
ned class with Hinde cleaning up the event 
overall. Moffatt’s Imp, now back with the 
Digger engine, dropped 59 marks to lead Mike 
Leech (Imp) by 3 marks at lunch and it's 
noteworthy that such was the supremacy 
of Hinde that his overall total of 32 
marks was less than Moffatt’s lunch score, 
Moffatt had the second best. total in the 
afternoon—he dropped only 22 marks, and 
he ran out an easy class winner on 81 marks 
while Ray Bradley came trom way down to 
et within Ave marks of Leach’s 144 total at 


the end of a good event which did not get 
the entry It deserved 


John Taylor receives the trophy for winning the first Embassy European rallycross championship 


at Lydden last Saturday 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


Scott’s opener 


Bob Scott driving his familiar Hillman Imp 
won the first East Anglian production car 
ttial“of the winter season by the narrow 
margin of seven marks from Peter Hanman’s 
delightful Dellow sportscar. With a late start 
due to many competitors doubling as marshals 
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on the Grasshopper Rally in the morning 
Sporting CC of Norfolk did well to fit in six 
climbs for the 40-plus contestants at the 
Slippery site at Withersdale, near Harleston 
Alchough Scott vied for the rwd class lead 
with arch-rival Guy Wong (Sunbeam Imp) he 
was the clear winner, even managing to spin 
as he crossed the “O” board on one climb, 


‘With little competition Hanman easily took 
he Sports Car class. 


AUTOCROSS 


Sprite beats 
Special 


Robert Gibson’s 1650 Sprite scored a fine out- 
right win at last Sunday's Longton & District 
CC autocross event at Ulneswalton, Lancs, 
taking BTD by just over a second from the 
3.7 Iltre JW Special of Joe Wilson. Fifty five 
fears contested the event where there w 
fonce again a dearth of sports cars and a I 
‘of entries among the smaller engined FERWD 

= meant thelr amalgamation with the rear 
engined class, 


class was won by Joh 
in 1m $2.55, two secs up on Mis 
Muriel Banks while Colin Flynn came third a 
further two secs down. The Fiat 850 of John 
Gordon, reputed to have a 1340 engine, took 
the combined small conventional/rear’ enj 
ined class in a time of Im 47.63, a long way 
ahead of Brian Kelly in his Escort and John 
Haworth's Midget collected the sportscar 

js in Im Si2s, The middle range Mini 
ss produced another clearcut winner in 
John Jn his Cooper who returned 1m 
46.45 to beat fellow PAN members Des Ni 
ris (Cooper 
by 3.4 secs 1 

Closest class battle saw Dave Taylor take 
his Anglia to a narrow win in the over 1300 
front engine FERWD ‘class, his time of 
1m 43.18 beating Alan Thompson (Anglia) by 
two tenths of a. second, these pair fishing 
well ahead of John Clarkson's Escort TC 

The big Minis class went to Jim Jones! 
Cooper Sin 1m 43.18 and he was miles ahead 
of Terry Buckle in his 1340ce device and Tony 
‘Vernon (1300 Cooper) who finished 


apart. ly convincing winner 
specials class was Joe Wilson in his JW 
Special who got down to Im 40.38 leaving 


Graham Harper's Mini Special to tal 
‘secs in arrea 


RALLY 
First Dalesman 


‘The first running of the Leeds MC Dalesman 
Rally last weekend resulted in a win for 
Keith Bickerdyke/G. Harper in an Escort TC 
who dropped 867 marks to win the 170 
closed co-promoted event by 14 marks, The 
club drew attractive sponsorship from Central 
Drawing Office Services (Yorkshire) Ltd and 
the event attracted 49 cars for the battle 
on OS 91 and 92 which included three 
selectives. 

Patchy fog made conditions a little tricky 
Initially but there were no serious delays 
and the club reported excellent relations 
with the various police authorities. The event 
was always a two crew battle for behind the 
eventual winners Jim Reilly and Phil Boland 
(Cooper $), kept up the pressure and finished 
well ahead of the third crew G. Hudson/M. 
Webb in an Imp, who took the semi-experts 
class, Two of the favourites who failed to 
make the finish were Brian and Chris Wood 
who retired their Escort 2000 when Chris 
became sick while Richard Morgan/Barry 
Pickett put their Escort RS 1600 into a hedge 
and were unable to continue, Novice award 
Winners A. Hampshire/S. Stringwell (Mini), 
ut several more fancied crews to shame by 
taking ninth overall 


Sports extra 


Patsy MeGarrity had two libre wins with his Duckhams-sponsored Formula 2 Chevron B25—hie 


last outing in thi 
in 1974 


MONDELLO 


McGarrity 


racing season went out in a blaze 
with lots of hairy dicing too to 
rowds, happy and oblivious to the 
rr in the clear al 
Co Kildare MC Mondello Meeting 
‘Sunday In Octobe 
Group 1 saloon racing is not at all what it 
could be un Ireland, but for the opening race 
there was an almost expacity grid and right 
from the flag the dice for the lead developed 
Into an ultra-close struggle between Kent 
Baigent in Ford Capri 3000 GXL and John 
Keaney in a 1.3 Simca Rallye 2. Lap after 
lap Keaney would close right up on the big 
1 David versus Goliath act, but 
was always in 
though ‘he looked 
ly flung the 


control of the situation, 
almost out of control as he liters 
Capri sideways through corners fast and slow. 
In the ast few laps Keaney’s little Simea 
ran short of brakes and he dropped back to 


finish 5s behind Baigent. Jona Hynes in 
‘anothier 3-litre Capri took third, and the time. 
keepers could not separate the next pair of 
Fintan Newport in yet ancther Capri V6 and 
the Simea Rallye 2 of David Hall, After an 
arly indiscretion at Dunlop, Joe Fitzibbon 
kept this 3-titre Capri on the’ island to come 
within 0.4 % of Larry Mooney's Audi 80 for 
sixth spot. 

Des Donnelly was to have his last-ever 
‘saloon race at this meeting, as he is going 
Formula Atlantic in °74, but his Vauxhall 
Viva developed an oll leak on the line and 
had to be wheeled away. David Hall had also 
Intended to mike this his last saloon outing 
too, as he intends going Super Sports with a 
U2 'next season, but his race only lasted half 
8 lap when he lost his I-litre Imp and spun 
backwards into the bank at Duckhams while 
trying to keep pace with the leading Escort 
FVC of Mattie McNamara, who went on to 
win with consummate ease from Jay O’Mal- 
ley's Viva. Ronnie Boate was yet another 
victim of the earth banking at Esso, losing 
his I-litre Hornet and rolling spectacularly 
over the bank but without personal énjury. 

‘As expected, Patsy McGarity ran away 
with the Formula Ireland race with his F2 
Chevron B25, A wild spin at Dunlop and then 
a pit stop to remove a falling off rear wing 
ut paid to John Pollock's chances with his 


60 


‘car to F2 specification as he is going Formula Atlantic with the Chevron 


scores 


Brabbam-FVC BT30. Thinking that it was 
Pollock making up ground from his delays, 
Eddie Regan waved past the similar-looking 
F, Atlantle Brabham BT30 of Bill Gowdy Into 
second spot past his Super Sports Gryphon 
C73. Regan kept the Brabham in sight, how: 
fever, and continued to hold off the Brabham 
BTai t/e of Vivian Candy, despite the latter 
doing his best to find a way’ past. Gowdy 
did it all_wrong at Esso on the penultimate 
lap and Regan held off Candy by 02 8 to 
finish second with Gowdy eventually finish- 
ing sixth bebind Richie Conroy (Gryphon C73) 
‘and Ivan Rothwell (U2 Mk 118). 

English visitor Phil Baker led the modsports 
race with his Triumph GT6 until he was 
auled in by Mike Nugent with his very rapid 
1.8 Lotus Elan, who went on to win by 0.8 & 
Brian Tuite and then Den Kissane in Midgets 
took ft in turns to challenge strongly for 
third, but Kissane dropped back and Tuite 
came up very strongly on the last lap to 
finish within 02 s of Baker and a second 
ahead of Arnie Black's similar Midget. 

‘A combined Formula Ford and Super 
Sports race was an incident-packed affair and 
first to retire was English driver Richard 
Jones who missed a gear at Shell, the very 
first corner, which sent his engine ‘screaming. 
9 to an expensive 11 thou and put his neat 
little Hawke DLIl on to the grass on the 
Inside. Out front it was Jim Sherry leading 
the Formula Fords with his Crosslé 25F, but 
Eddie Regan was certainly making up ground 
and rapidly cut his 10 5 starting deficit to 
push his Gryphon C73 into the overall lead 
to beat Sherry by @ sizeable margin, The 
‘other Super Sports did not make up their 
10 start disadvantage to such good effect 
as Regan, but there was a mad scramble for 
third with four cars crossing the line almost 
together in the official order David Kennedy 
(Merlyn Mk 114), Paul Eastwood (Crosslé 
258), Ivan Rothwell (U2) and Richie Conroy 
(Gryphon C73), with Mike Martin (U2) less 
than. a second behind Conroy and in from 
of four Formula Fords 

Two black flag races proved somewhat 
uninteresting, and the waving of the dreaded 
Diack in fact spoiled some good dices. In 
winning his race Mike Nugent with his Lotus 
Elan finished well in front of Mattie McNi 


mara's Escort-FVC driven by Conor Linehan, 
while Patsy McGarrity's F2 Chevron B25 ran 
far away from the F, Atlantic Brabham BT30 
of Bill Gowdy. In failing light, the saloons 
fand modsports had a thrilling encounter with 
Jay O™Malley in his 2.3 Vauxhall Viva win- 
hing from Brian Tuite’s 1.3 MG Midget on the 
line, both credited with the same time. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Win for Billows 


Overcoming route authorisation problems—the 
last of which was only cleared two days before 
the event—Coventry and Warwickshire MC 
ly ran a successful 12th Three Spires 
turday night in well known mid- 

Wales territory. An entry of 112 crews was 
received for the first running of the event 
in November against previous years when 
March date was chosen and the winners, at 
the end of 200 mile route, were Keith 
Billows and Don Davidson in thelr Escort TC. 
They dropped 34 m 19 5 to win by just over 
‘one and a half minutes from Roger Ducrog-Slip 
and Rodney Jones in a similar car 

Mud and leaves dominated the lanes 
throughout the night and there were the 
usual crop. of incidents. ‘The famous Helter 
Skelter section on OS 128 accounted for sever 
al crews early on and an early retirement was 
the Mexico of Brian Roe and Pete Forrester 
who rolled into a duckpond. Chris Dewing/ 
Martin Hadley (Cooper) blotted their copy- 
book on the first selective when they clobbered 
a fence which delayed them considerably and 
near the end Bill Bengry damaged the front 
pension of his Avenger on the fourth 
selective 

Third overall in a Mark 1 Lotus Cortina 
were Pip Owen and Tony Beddoes, just over 
3 minutes behind the runners-up while Skip 
Brown/Dave Richards brought along a Group 
1 Fiat 128 to collect fourth 


@ This Saturday's Silverstone sprint is 
organised by the Herts County Auto & Aero 
Club and starts at 12.30 pm. The report of 
last Saturday's Silverstone sprint champion- 
ship round will appear in next week's issue 
suffice it to say that the battle for BTD 
between Frank Aston's Gropa-FVA and John 
Corfield's Martin-FVA BMIO just went in 
Corfield’s favour after level-pegging on the 
first runs. 
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PORSCHE 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 52-54 * Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 * Autosport Market Place 62-64 


‘AMERICAN CARS, SPARES, TYRES 


D. B. MOTORS 


(MARTIN DILKS) 
of Leicester 122 018 
Tok: 0533 834343 & 892594 
‘Telex 341071 
Don’t be afraid to use our Robophones 
Piaase telephone ts prior to Viieng 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
GINETTA 


a —-_— 


EDR AUTOMOBILES LTD. 
247-251 London Road. 
\ WY 


Tol Sheffield $3226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY. Tel : Wolston 2285/6 


+e Approved Service Cr 


tor LAMBORGHINI and BMW care 


% Specialists on ASTON MARTIN care—ASTON MARTIN 


4H Approved for Servic 


Dinos delivery ox stock 
‘choice of colours 


SUNBEAM TIGER 4.2 


4 Damon 


1965, Body work immaculate, 
mechanics good. One year's MoT. 
£475 ono 


Part exchange considered 


Tel: Rayleigh 3132 
(working hours) 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 

Tel: AUTOSPORT 

01-636 3600 


cairns 


A. PRATT LTD 


262/2 


01643 7557 


ing end Testing Girling 
a on Sun Electronic Tune 
ting on the Sun Ronda 


1972 LOTUS ELAN SPRINT 


DHC Behama/white. Air horns, radio. 
17,000 miles only. Perfect condition. 
Offers around £1450 for quick sale. 
Tel: Hemel Hempstead (0442) 4511 
After 5.30 p.m. (0442) 56979. 


MOTORWAY SPORTS CARS L 


ALFA 


sOMeot® =e me 


East Horsieya114 


vovoeun/ERBY ROAD 
GARAGE ‘um 


PREP. DFP, 


2/8 RS1000, Currently compentive 
E3080 


it byw) Eacort REVO, fully eavigged, 
on reavest 2880 
Doult by us) Escort Twin Com 


equipped. Osvails on request e270 


wave C1000 sin curvent Cost E2008 

i" eiaas 

9 Coupe, Oamvon, loth 

1970 Mu, Marie Cooper 1275 °'. White, gaey 


Cibie lighting. Most 
9. Node 


speed 2 
Slo wings, Fin 


GOOD CONDITION RALLY AND 
PERFORMANCE CARS BOUGHT 


JOS RANDLES 


Leys 
SPARES 


Tas Wa aso 
1871 (K) TRIUMPH STAG. Manuel 


1170 JENSEN INTERCEPTOR MK 


Toe Mogn, fd 3.000 


oa 
2098 

Auto 
ons 
£495 
1008 


lotus 43, Red 


od 
e295, 
2195 

£295, 

favs 
ans 
£1208 
e495, 
e175 

2095, 
1095 
e195 
e796 


1 owner 
Teg) Alle 1780 GTv 
1970 () MoB 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 


Tel: 48361-47623 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 52. 


sma SLOAN MARSHALL 
g GARAGES 


Tis SPORTSCAR speci 


rar Din. 


Sia tn rot 


'56-58 Barnes High Sireet, SW13 
Soles ; 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 
Broomhall, 
Nantwich, Cheshire 
Tel: Aston 300 


1972 ETYPE Via Auto, Chrome whale 


172 sciMTan ave Aue, Stoo, oe. Ass 


1970 FIREBIRD FORMULA, 400, 


000 Xi6 42 Av 
) s080 man ar, w 


* Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SIGT pucks AND BERKS 


“OPEN sassoy5saut zou 


* Autosport Market Place 62-64 


LEN STREET LTD 
x) MAIN DEALER 


ts) O1- 370 ait 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA 


nie ao 
Bork blue Eta 
i. Fed. C1705 
odio E08 


Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics. 
Tel: Narborough (053 729) 3212 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, MIDDX. — NORTHWOOD 25161 


Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met. Station 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 
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1989 () Mar wt 290 SL. Finished in white, 
bios ues PAS. ‘hard top. Yadlo 
ens 


lect aera 2 owners 


1973, NBL ogo. Mo 
1308 Wretamed. mi 


“rao ect 


Sondtiion 


1570 Ecype 42 FHC. Fi 
Blac Sgaror, isad vedo. 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


‘856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204, 


in Deyrone 
” eiaas 


WORKS, FARNHAM 
M 4441/5888 


Autosport Market Place 62-64 


D and A AUTOS 
(Kingsbury) 


8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1973 (L Reg) MORRIS MARINA 1.3 4-door 
saloon de luxe 845 


1971 FORD ESCORT 1100. Daytona 
yellow £735 


1985 JAGUAR 34 S, Metallic blue £350 
1968 MORRIS 1100 Mk I, In red, 4-door 
e410 


1962 (July) $2 BENTLEY. Sand and sable 


1973, 6,000 
£1350 


TOYOTA CARINA 1600, 
miles, many extras. one owner 


VW 13028, J reg. One owner £735 


MINI CLUBMAN, J reg. Mag wheels, 
heated rear window £625, 


BRADSHAW WEBB & CO. 


offer 
LAMBORGHINI MIURA ‘S’ 


Probably the finest example of this magnificent sports car available today, 20,000 miles 
Superb history. Finished in lime green with orange racing Mlashes, radio, stereo, etc 
£4,950, 


‘Tet 01-493 7705/9 42a South Audley Street. London WIY 6ER 


For further details 
of advertisements on these ZAGATO ASTON MARTIN 
pages DB4 T 
ring 01-636 3600 ae egg oe peer 
ext 49 Tel: 01-580 2757 


MALCOLM JOHNSON 
(CAR SALES) 


offer 


1971 (K) RS 1600. Sunset rod, 8 track, 
twin Oscars, Cosmic wheels, 

Pamidiovely tainainod, tha whole cer le 
in near new condition. Absolutely no 
competition 178 
‘Aston Martin DB2/4. 1965. Black. Excep- 
tional condition £599 
1000ce full race $ lightweight body. Arden 
& port engine. TJ injection, Mambas. 
Dunlops £695 


Terms possible, interesting part exchange 
‘at sensible price 


Tel: Nottingham 49505 (evening) 
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WILF ASHMAN RACING ORGANISATION 
41 PAVENHILL, PURTON, SWINDON, WILTSHIRE 


TELEPHONE: PURTON 770489 NIGHT; 770699 DAYTIME. 
Race Engine Preparations and Body Modifications 
‘Welding and Spraying 


END OF SEASON CLEARANCE SALE 


cars, 
S ron 89/15, Immaculate, rolling chasis with Mk 6 box. and 
> , Monoposto F4. Never bent, lovely £800 


oon, fully lightweight ally doors, bonnet, ete, Full 
Si mote (Eg00-werth). SAH. ‘suspension. Whole 
sed" Bit of fun as cheap sprint ear. £88 or near 


MUSES 
x ‘Tow car, aes, fred new box, 200 cu in 6, very good order, 
Eide, or near ers. 


= 
NE cena es nv ed dg ad 
hee aaae Bas area 
: 

eaten 


wt sub frame and suspension complete. All good. 


1O5E 

Engine and box, £25 or offers, 
Millions of Mini bits from full race to knackered road bits 
Wer offer. full race preparations by a professional F5000 and 
GRP I mechanic at reasonable rates 


MERCURY SPORT RACING 


Immaculate condition. Just finished complete 
rebuild. 1650 twin cam, Hewland Mk 4, 
Spares. 


£1,100 ono 


Tel ; 70-20548 (evening), 
01-405 7117 (day). 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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BRABHAM BT 30 


Less engine and gearbox. 10in and 15in rims with 
Goodyear slicks. This car has been completely rebuilt 
and rejigged by Arch Motors, which included new 
rose-joints throughout. Raced twice this year. No 
reasonable offer refused 


Tel: Bonbridge (N. Ireland) (076-262) 8817 


TITAN Mk. 6¢ 


1973, specification, built 
mid-1972, immaculate con: 
dition, with Titan Gold 
Series engi 
land. ands 
as raced th 

wins, 8 fastest laps, 9 pole positions and 3rd overall in the 

‘STP Formula Ford Championship. 
Meanddlengine ise seerbuuled” new clutch alencer and generator, CoM 


Tel : 061 80 6829 (home). 061-273 5248 (work) * 


SURTEES TS 8B 


In immaculate condition having done only two club 
races and 2 practice sessions from new 
Lucas fuel injected Bartz Chevrolet freshly rebuilt 
by Alan Smith, DG300 gearbox. Spare set wheels 
fitted wet tyres, some spare ratios. 
£5,500 ono (no VAT) 
Part exchanges and HP terms possible 


Tel: Bourne End (Bucks) 21778 or 24484 (day only) 


COOPER CLIMAX- 
LOTUS CLIMAX - etc. 


Owners of up to 1500 cc or up to 2.5 litre Rear 
Engined Single Seaters, manufactured before 1960 
(preferably Fl or F2) are asked to contact Speed 
Merchants urgently. Cars must be race-worthy and 
owners must be prepared to enter/drive them in 
short distance circuit races. 


Write Speed Merchants, PO Box 7, 
Liverpool L69 1EA. Phone 051-525 4276 


THE LEADERS 
HILLCLIMB 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
WINNING 


= 
__GINETTA G17 


motor. Jack, Koigh, bo 
‘Ind reedy te stare winning 8 


£1200 OR OFFERS (TRY £1500) 


Contact Alex Brown (24 hours) at 031-556 3920 
‘or David Fyfe at 031-332 8138 (evening) 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


MRES 3. 1973 Formula 3 car complete with Vegantune motor 
£1750, 
The above car converted to Formula 4 spec. £1650, 


ENSIGN jn full Formula 3_spec with Vegantune motor ready 
to up date to 1974 spec. £1750. 
Above car in Fé spec. £1650. 


MARCH 713M to full F4 spec. £1650. 

CHEVAON 815/17. Rebuilt 1000cc engine Mk 8 gearbox, £1500. 
LOTUS 59A/69. Rolling chassis completely rebuilt, £850. 
LOTUS 59 in Fé trim. Rebuilt motor. £1350. 

DULON Formuls Atlantic rolling chasss, omplete with 
extinguisher, wings, bag tanks, etc. £600. 


BRABHAM BT21 in Formula 4 trim. Graviner system. £1000. 
Above car rolling chassis only. £650. 


BRABHAM BT1B. Ex-monoposto rolling chassis with wings 
£550. 
BRABHAM BT16 :olling chassis, Immaculate. £526. 


Many engines, gearboxes and spares in stock 
Phone for further details. 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325) 
FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tie: Farnham (02513) 6666 9.30 am to 6 pm 


56 
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A. G. Dean Ltd. (Anglo-American Racing) 


Bridge Garage, Metchey Road, Castleford, Yorkshire 
offer for sale 


CHEVRON B24 F5000 


The only car available with deformable structures for 
the 1974 season complete with new Morand fuel 
injected engine and DG 300 gearbox as used by 
Tony Dean. Second place overall in this year's 
Rothmans championship. 


Formula 1 Brabham BT37 fitted with updated 
gearbox, 13in wheels complete with latest F1 wets 
and dries. Full F1 specification, deformable structure, 
etc. Used competitively during 1971 F1 season. 
Absolutely in concours condition and ready to race. 
Price £8995 


Formula 3 Brabham BT40 with new and unused 
Vegantune engine. New Mk IX gearbox, 2 sets of spare 
wheels, 1 with wets and 1 with dries. Virtually new 
car, only used 3 times this year. 3rd at Monaco 

this year. Price £2995 


50 new and used F5000 tyres, Firestone and Goodyeer. £8 each 
5000 Lucas fuel injection complete with Mackay manifold. £395 
F6000 Mackay complete with Webers. £195 


Tel: Castleford 2828 


or errr" THE HEXAGON 
' =&S— LISTER JAGUAR 


JCB class winner 1973. 
Complete with all spares 
and trailer, etc. 


Complete car plus two 
Alan Smith engines, GT40 - FORD 
and all spares. 
(ieveice fer spleen Mint, 2300 original miles, used as display car 
Peneuater teudee. by Detroit Ford Dealer—Like new ! 
= Offers around £11,000. @ Another GT40—14,000 original miles. 
122 RANGE mover 12.09 mine. Ong cmt sr, 8 Le 


rust Weatmant, a hae and 30 Sunrise Highway, Valley Stream, 
Long Island, New York. 


HERB WETSON 516-561 9544 


Contact : \UL MICHALS at 
01-340 0929 
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Warren Pearce E-type. Probably the finest developed mod- 
sports E-type ever. Ready to race. Mods too numerous to 
mention in this advert, Full details on request. £1,650 ono. 
March 702/2 ex-Peterson rolling chassis. Aeroquipe lines, 
Graviner, latest suspension. Updated bodywork, latest FZ 
wing and discs, ete 
McLaren Md F2, Fabulous little car completely oat with 
new bodywork. With or without engine and gearbox. 

‘2645 ono rolling chassis 

£450 ono engine and box 
‘One Hewland Mk V box 215 
One McLaren F4 5000 Monocoque with all suspension, 
steering, ‘brakes, etc. Make good sprint or hillelimb car 


Needs building i 
‘One March 722 bodywork £25 
One March 702 bodywork £25 
Que allsteel Cosworth BDA, just rebuilt. Excellent son: 
dition 2825 
‘One Alanwood twim-eam competition piston rods dry sump 
system 
One Elan sprint, short motor, new bearings £75 
‘One set twim-cam Cosworth rods 45 
‘One set twin-cam 123E comp rods, new £20 


New BDA steel cranks, Each ...... £135 


Tel Salisbury 28698 


HAWKE DL9-SCHOLAR £1,350 ono 
‘Only 4 races this season. Engine rebuilt by us using new 
block, crank, rods, ete 1 race ago. Complete with trailer 
‘Test drive arranged. 

‘Telephone Ferndown 71860 
Wessex Racing Developments - 


JOHN WATTS'S T.S.B. COOPER ‘S’ 
thee WINNER FORWARD TRUST CHAMPIONSHIP 


fngine, Fully 
inted au 


0H WATTS, 1BNGDON 1946 (EVENINGS) 


ROYALE RP3A 
FORMULA FORD 


‘1st at 1973 Silverstone GKN/Daily Express meeting 
‘Ist at Brands Hatch BOC round 4th March, 1973 


Complete and ready-to-race. Extremely 
k and cooler. On 


Tol: Bracknell 3111 Ext 227 (office hours) 
Crowthorne 2521 (evenings) 
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UNITAM Escort Sport 
Production Saloon Car 


of the year is for sale 


Lap records at nearly every circuit in the country. 
Both Production Saloon Car Championships outright. 
“L’ registration, 5000 miles from new. 


Also: Spare new bodyshell complete, spare engine 
and gearbox, diff unit. 6 nearly new Michelins and 
wheels, 4 6.5 Torinos and wheels new, 5 Avon wide 
safety GTs and wheels. 1968 written off Escort with 
all trim and odd bits. In all, practically two cars or 
enough spares to keep the car going all next season. 
£1500. Might take part exchange, possibly arrange HP, 


Ivan Dutton 
4 Long Drive, Greenford, Middlesex. 
Tel: 01-578 3810 


HAGGISPEED MK 2 CLUBMANS 


pecifcat 7 bs, 4 disc, 
alloy cal quipe, wircratt quality wiring, Minil 
fitted 833 slicks, Revolutions fitted B36 wets. 


Engine : 1973 Holbay rebuilt by Davron. 


‘Spares: Purpose built t mudguards, 
Avery competitive car placed throughout th 
Championship. Works lable 


Offers around £2260. 
‘Tol: 01-300 8203, Mike 


springs, 
aon in 
to pureh 


2 wins 
2 lap records 
Complete with rebuilt 
‘Swindon to 1974 spec. 
£4000 


Spare Holbay BDA 
unused since Swindon 
rebuild, £850. 

Ray Mallock, The Grove, Roade, Northants 


Tel: Roade (0604) 862416 
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“6 down and 2 to go” 


Bob Wollek’s 1973 team car, completely rebuilt and ready to race. 
One new “MOTUL M1” F2 car 


We also offer for sale, a selection of completely rebuilt Cosworth BDGs and an Allan Smith FVD. 


For details, ring 01-898 5056/9 or write to : 


RONDEL RACING LIMITED 


MOUNT ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HAMPTON ROAD WEST, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX 


McLAREN 


LOLA 1330 
1973 HOLD IT! 


Complete with new spare engine, numerous One of the very best of the super special 
tyres, wheels, wings, etc. saloons is reluctantly for sale. 


Any road or race car taken in exchange. ‘About six grand. 
Please Tel: 01-902 9313, Tony Brown. Full details next week. 
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TITAN Mk 6 


Many wins and high places. Maintained 

regardless of cost. Engine rebuild just com- 

pleted. Many spares. Ford transporter 

available. Fitted sleeping accommodation 
and workbench. 


First reasonable offer secures. 
Tel: Otley 51636, Inkley 4387 (home) . 


SALE !! 

a 

You have heard it all before | know but this one’s 
genuine. We have lots of useful items seeking new 
homes which can change hands for £ notes, dolla 
Swiss francs or Premium Bonds. If you're interested 

in 
BODY PANELS, TYRES, CHASSIS, TANKS, WEBERS 
or even COMPLETE CARS give us a ring 


Royale Racing Lid, Glebe Road, Huntingdon 
Tel: Huntingdon 56471 


COOPER 
T72/6 


Lucas/MAE 1000 cc, 6, 8, 10in wheels with slicks and inter 

mediates, trailer and spares. Beautiful order. Ex Roger 

Williamson's F3 car. Sensible offers for what must surely 
become a collector's item to Ripley (Surrey) 3373. 


BRABHAM BT35 


White/blue. Chassis _no 44. Hart 1600 BDA engine, 
FT 200 ‘box. Magnificently set up. Car continually 
described as immaculate. 2nd overall Scottish Hill 
Climb Championship 1972 and 1973. Unbeaten by 
1100-1600 cc racing car in Scotland 1973. Only once 
failed to win an award in 25 meetings. Complete with 
cover (less seat!). £3000 absolutely no offers 


Mickel, 8 Bruce Road, Glasgow G41 
Tel: 041-429 0174 
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ISO GRIFO/BIZZARINI 
LIGHTWEIGHT 


Aouad, to be the car racad at Le Mana, 1964/5 and timed at 186 moh 
't"150 mph with bove od 


ith Brond. new Chev 


£2950 oF swap something interesting 
Tel: James Mehow, St Albans 66666, 


1972 BROADSPEED BULLET 


10,000 miles. Perfect condition. Treated by 
Zeibart. Radio plus usual extras. 
£1600, or accept estate car plus cash. 


Tel: Silkstone 8847 after 6 p.m. 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg Office 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 
Tol: Bourne End 22802 and 24484 
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MARCH 73B 


4 races only, FT,200 plus ratios, 3 sets of wheels and 
tyres, aeroquip Lockheed calipers, £3,500. 
Titan B.D.A., unused since rebuild, £1,000. 


Broadspeed B.D.A., unused since rebuild, £1,000. 
Please contact R. Thomas, 


TITAN CARS, Paxton Hill, St. Neots. 
Tel.; Huntingdon 74402 


MERLYN 12A ANDY BARTON 


BRM Phase 4 all-steel twin cam 1600 cc, 175 bhp. HIS Pe ae SCA 


Hewland FT200 gearbox, mags, slicks, also many 
spares which include wets, intermediates, ratios, etc. Alter compiete rebuild, three firsts after three meetings, 
ENGINE: Dry sumped, aluminium block, SCA head, lucas 


Modsports G4 Ginetta 


1000 MAE, Bullit box, Minilites, AR Calipers, Fully rose- 
jointed. Currently being pedalled by up and coming World 
‘Champion Jeremy Rossiter 

£1095 ono 


Contact Alan Minshaw 


DEMON TWEEKS 


Gatesheath Smithy. Tattenhall, Near Chester 
Tes thei (008) 7008 y 


Offers in the region of £2000 or part exchange 
possible. fuel injection, SCA'6 com, Opus ignition 
GEARBOX: TCRCS compete $/C gearchange, latest Knight 
uso d 
WOULD MAKE IDEAL HILLCLIMB CAR. din x 9 in & 13! and 4 in x 7Hin x 131 Appolla whee 
licks and wets, Koni shockers ali round, beam axle on coil 
Tel : 01-546 9292. springs, ‘comprehensive spaces. and. trailer. £1,500, 
Tel: Ne on Tyne 674459 


[scorpion racine servis | { BRABHAM BT35 


Up-dated chassis, suitable F2/F3/Atlantic, 
FOR H I RE particularly suitable for hillclimbs, less engine 
and gearbox, but will take either FT200 or 


BRAND NEW ROYALE FG400 gearbox. 


The whole car is in really immaculate condition 


RP16 1974 MODEL and can be supplied with Firestone int 


not raced yet mediates or Goodyear slicks. 
FOR HIRE : for one race or a season. Special discount 
Sa euahete Masia «eto en 1 ONO. 
car. 
pe ee Sy em Tel:- Ronald Tanner Associates 


Radwinter, Saffron Walden, Essex 2B10 2TF. re) 1 -940 001 5 


Tel: Radwinter 389. 


Formula Ford Racer 


CHAMPIONSHIP. WINNING 


A GENUINE WINNER 


Mod Sports Elan 2 plus 2. A very successful race 
sprint and hill climb car, Fitted all steel dry sump. 
BRM twin cam giving approximately 180 bhp. Fully 
rose-jointed suspension, bag tanks, fire extinguisher, 
etc, New set Dunlop 356 compound wet mix. Also 
various spares, including wheels and tyres. Beauti- 
fully constructed by ex Formula 1 driver. £1600 ono 
Part exchange considered. 


BY ct Gn 


0K, 
feet i 


Tol: 021-523 9084 (daytime), 021-429 2444 (evenings), ‘Tel: EAST HORSLEY 4114 
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The Directors of 


ALLEN offGQTao ty 


DEALER 


Would like to thank Messrs PIPER & BILSTEIN for ensuring their car was able to finish 1st in the MOTOR- 
CRAFT MEXICO CHALLENGE SERIES despite ALLAN WILKINSON'S driving. This car has achieved 7 wins 
and 5 LAP RECORDS and has been maintained regardless of cost. It has received regular servicing from RAC 
eligibility scrutineers and is outright winner of the coveted 1973 Strakers STRIP award. This vehicle is now 
offered for sale and is obviously highly competitive and a sure winner in the 1974 Mexico Challenge Series. 
PRICE £1490 ono, 


Also for sale 
Our blue-printed Piper Mexico engine (unused since rebuild) £170. Bilstein rece front struts complete with springs, discs 

etc. £25 each, 5} J wheels £2 each. 4 Dunlop 175/550 13 CR 65 “360° 022 (used) £30. 4 Dunlop 175/580 13 CR 65 
"184° 022 (used) £30. 4 Dunlop slicks 185/530 13 "376" 022 (used) £35. 6 Kleber 12.19.13 VIO RS (2 new) £45, 4 Goodyear 
400/930 13 slicks (used) £20, Radiator £9, Axle case £15. Halfshaft and bearing €5. Rear spring £7. Starter motor, £10, Gear: 
box £35. Plus other spares. Offers welcome. 


Tel: Mr R. Allen, Romford 45091 or A. Wilkinson, Romford 46606 


RACING SALOONS RACING CARS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


SPECIAL SALOON 
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Linea Sport FPT. 


‘The finast racewear money can buy. 


NGD vison Ue 

@® Griffin Tas note name in top quality crash 

grffiel PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
Spi 


UK Distributors : Gord: 
2b Central Trading Estate, 


| DON PARKER MOTORS 


MANUFACTURER OF 
DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS 


EASY ONE-MAN LOADING 
Reg Design 


The original shatterproof visors 
for integrals, 


td, 
8, Middx. Tol: Staines 57867 , 


12 models ; 2-Wheel Trailers from 10 cwt to 16 cwt 
capacity. 4-Wheel Trailers from 16 cwt to 2 ton 
capacity. 

SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 


Works : SANGORA ROAD 
Showrooms : 113 St JOHN'S HILL, 


LONDON SW11 1SY. Tel: 01-228 7327. 
Near Granada cinema, Clapham Junction. 
SEND 13p FOR BROCHURE. DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 


ALAN WOODE OFFERS FOR SALE te tolowieg 


TEL: 031 331 2154 


F. ENGLISH LTD. 
Gerd» RALLYE SPORTS CENTRE 
BOURNEMOUTH 


AVO PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT 
BDA AND TWIN CAM ENGINE PARTS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Wanted for substantial reward 


for small West London specialist garage and race 
preparation firm. 


Small staff, friendly atmosphere. Must be fully 
‘experienced in all popular makes of vehicles. 


Tel : 01-994 8094/01-995 1971. 


2 ENGINES FOR SALE 


Race Services F2 1980cc revised ready for use. 


£3000. No offers. 


Tel: 0605 45318, after 6 pm. | 
GTE SCIMITAR. Needs painting ...., £925 
J ESCORT twin-cam. Needs few minor parts ...... £625 
1969 LOTUS CORTINA engine parts missing £295 
1973 ESCORT Sport shell. Slight rear damage ........ £128 
GRANADA shell with doors and boot ........ £150 
2000 L CORTINA. Needs painting ... £550 


PR MARCOS doors and interior trim 
1600 SPRINT ALFA and 2002 BMW parts to clear 
Set of black Cortina GT trim, 1600 E engine. 


‘Telephone Hertford 5316 
Welwyn 4650. 


2 BEDFORD TK TRANSPORTERS 


th trucks built 40 exery two F2 


Interior light 
Fold back rear doors, 


One £700 
Tel: Bognor Regis 25914 (day) 


One £650 


Middleton-on-Sea 4208 (evenings) 


engineering 


require for their new racing premises 
F1/F2/2 LITRE SPORTS CAR MECHANICS 


Please phone Roy Wardell 
Bicester 3993 
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HAVE VACANCIES FOR THE 


FOLLOWING PERSONNEL 


Proprietary parts buyer 

Van driver —full- or part-time 
Centre lathe turners 

Glass fibre laminators 


Good working conditions and rates of pay. 


Apply the 
FACTORY 
MANAGER. 
Bicester 3993 


WEBERS = 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON, WWD 20) 
a 


DAMAGED CARS 
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HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILOS—-AEPAIRS—NEW_ AND 5/H SPARES 


RACING GEARBOXES Tp. 
MANCHESTER ST., DERBY 


Accessories and Equipment 


Tyres 
Zof 145 x 10 Esso radials. 2 of 145 x 10 XNTC. 2 of 165 x 14 
decathlon. 4 of 520 x 14, All at £3.50, 


Radiators 
Mini, Hillman and Morris 1000, £3.50 each 


NOBs"in tine, Very good £35 
1098 


B 
4600" Hiliman £8 
1100, €20 
850 Mini 
1800 Ford 
Gearboxes 
Moris 1098 £15 
1100 and remote, Very good €20 
Cortina GT £12 
Mini casing 7 
28/36 ond manifold, Ford £15 
Mini rear sub-frame complete. Very good £10 
0d 8 
£8 
£8 
£10 
£10 


Various Minis/Mornis 1000 parts secondhand. 


Tel: Wellington 3872 (Somerset) 


RACEWEAR 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALEY BARS 


0 (ape ewe a 


Aaya stocte Te eee 2 Mebang FIA bar, Tg 


3 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


TRAILERS 


SHOCK ABSORBERS STEERING WHEELS 


ee 
STICKERS For all wheel problems contact: 


MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tok: 01-749 1391/2 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading CT tra of ear, te. 


if 3.00 
For office use only [ Be panera Ny | ] 
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Dress for the occasion 


you can buy the jackets at Checkpoint shops or direct (no postal charges) by sending off coupon 


Drawstring n_ H00d with concealed ear mutts 
and storm flap ge. 


TRY outside: iarge pockets 


Tough zip works 
from top or bottom 


Inside: 2 map 
pockets 
(10"x 10%), 


Fits chests 
ee wallet pocket 
oo (6° x6") 
Key pocket 
inaleve 
Tough cotton 
Stormcheater rt 
sleeves ining (ed) 


Special all-weather 
protective nylon from I.C.1 


rally 
To: Checkpoint Lid. 43 Broughton Street, Manchester M8 BWP 
Plesse send rly Jacket by return. | have ticked site and colour 
CHEST 36°] 38°40" (] 42" 44" BSp extn 
Dark blue wih ight blue stripe -] Dark blue without stip 
Black with groon stipe Mat Back 
NAME ‘Avoness 


Outside pencil pocket 


ck with yellow stripe 


enclose cheque / P.O. No, 


CHECKPOINT "°°" """** 


Built-in zip-concealed 
hood with draw. 

string and 

quilted earm| 


Nylon heavy duty 

WATERPROOF out 
spectator 

To: Checkpoint Lid. 43 Broughton Street, Manchester MB 8WP. 

Please send spectator jachet by return, | have ticked sire and colour 


CHEST 36°(-} 38") 40°() 42°) 44" £1.20 extra) 
‘Maroon ["] Matt Black 
NAME ADORESS 


enclose cheque / P.O. No, 


Checkpoint Race & Rally Equipment Ltd. London 01-903 0111 


Manchester 061-834 5424 Glossop 2932 Hastings 29400 


OSELL! FOR PERFORMANCE - 


Pa 


MACHINING SERVICES 

BALANCING (Same day service by appointment). BORING AND HONING. 
CRANKSHAFT. GRINDING. SURFACE GRINDING. LINE-BORING. TUFTRIDE 
HARDENING. SHOT-PEENING AND BEAD-BLASTING. CYLINDER HEAD 


REWORKING AND RECONDITIONING. TURNING. MILLING. HELICOILING ete. 
Oselli Engineering houses only the most modern precision machinery to cater 


for all your machining, engine reconditioning and tuning requirements, Good 
jocks of Hepolite and Powermax pistons and heavy duty bearings a! 


carried for most makes of car. BMC and Ford race and rally units are built to 


‘order and rebuilding undertaken on all makes. 
DEVELOPMENT & SETTING UP 


‘A new Heenan & Froude Dynamometer test call and rolling road has now been 


installed both with capacity up to 300 bhp. A service will be available for 
Funning in and setting up your engine for tuning your car as from 1st August. 
1973, Development work will also be undertaken 


OSELLI ENGINEERING LTD. 


INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT ROAD, EYNSHAM, 


OXFORD. TEL: EVENLODE 08674 522/545. 


BMC AND FORD TUNING EQUIPMENT 


STAGE 1. 1A AND 2 CONVERSION KITS, BIG-BORE ENGINE 
UNITS, STRENGTHENED HALF ENGINES, MODIFIED CYLINDER 
HEADS, WEBER, DELLORTO AND SU CARBURETTER KITS 
INLET AND EXHAUST MANIFOLDS, CAMSHAFTS, LIGHTENED 
VALVE GEAR, STRENGTHENED CRANKSHAFTS, atc, 


Well known for our range of BMC engine uni 
we have now expanded on to developing an 


Ford equipment, from Stage | road conversions to the preparation 
‘of full race units including Formula Ford and Twin Cam. 
Fill in the coupon below and post off for details. 


IC TUNING EQUIPMENT 
MACHINING. SEAVICES. 


New BMC/Ford Tuning Ci 
Enclose 3p stamp for 
(retundable with first 
Nae 

ADORESS 


FORD TUNING EQUIPMENT 
CREDIT FACILITY DETAILS 


Everybody loves a wiriner. Especially Vicks. 


With four Grand Prix victories under his bonnet this season ~ the Austrian, 
French, Italian and American - Ronnie Peterson deserves all the attention he can get 
We've been sponsoring Ronnie since the old days ~ everyone is familiar with the now 
famous blue helmet symbolising V: orship. 


As the world’s we 
know the feeling of well ear It's great 
backing a winner, and it : op. 

So here’s wishing Ronnie even greater succe 


next season — and we all know what that means 


SSS = 
Sy, 
Vicks Lozenges-The World’s Biggest Selling Lozenge ¢ 


For fe 


